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Foreword

It is twelve years since the last study on behaviour and attitudes to the arts 
in Ireland was published.  These years have seen major transformations in 
Irish society, with increasing wealth, an expanding population and a growing 
cultural diversity arising from our new communities.    

In the arts, too, there have been changes.  Since 1994 arts investment by 
Government trebled.  Major capital investment has created a new landscape 
of arts infrastructure, with a network of arts centres, theatres and galleries 
right throughout the country.  Expenditure by local authorities is now a major 
element of the state’s support for the arts at local level.  The Arts Council’s 
funding has increased by over 400% and, in turn, a vibrant and vigorous arts 
community which can boast of artistic and achievement and success both at 
home and abroad is maintained.   

The period 1994 – 2006 has also seen major advances in technology – this 
has radically altered the way the arts are made and experienced.  A related 
development is the central role of the broadcast media in disseminating the 
arts to extensive and diverse audiences.  

For the Arts Council, in its role as policy-maker, the impact of these changes 
on the arts, and on their relationship to our wider society is crucially important.  
We consider this report to be a starting point in understanding this impact.  It 
provides an evidence base which we and other policy-makers can draw on in 
our work of supporting the arts to fulfil the potential of their role in shaping 
and reflecting our lives in Ireland, today and in the future.  

Olive Braiden 
Chair
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Introduction

The Public and the Arts 2006 was commissioned by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon to 
provide up-to-date information on the behaviour and attitudes of Irish people as regards:

	 •  What people think about the role of the arts in society and about arts funding;
	 •  Attendance at arts events;
	 •  Participation in the arts;
	 •  The extent to which people purchase arts-related items;
	 •  The extent to which people watch and listen to the arts aside from live performances;
	 •  The obstacles people have in interacting with the arts, and with their sources 
	     of arts information.

The study is the third such study undertaken in Ireland. In 1981, a study relating to a limited 
number of the above topics was undertaken and, in 1994, a study of 1,200 people which covered 
most of the above topics was published as The Public and the Arts – A Survey of Behaviour and 
Attitudes in Ireland. The 2006 study was undertaken in a way that allows comparisons with 
the 1994 study to enable trends to be tracked. However, this study expands the scope of data 
collected on public behaviour and attitudes to the arts, in accordance with developments in the 
arts since 1994.

The centrepiece of the research process was a survey of 1,210 people which was undertaken at 
100 points around Ireland between late-June and early-August 2006. The sample was structured 
to obtain the views of a representative sample of the Irish population. 

Changed Context Since 1994 Study

Both the socio-economic and arts contexts have altered significantly in the 12 years since the last 
study. Before presenting the main study findings, a number of these changes are mentioned. The 
intention is to highlight wider trends which may have influenced the engagement of the public 
with the arts in Ireland between 1994 and 2006.

Socio-Economic Changes Between 1994 and 2006

	 •  The period saw a sustained expansion of the population, which rose from 
	     around 3.6m to over 4.2m.

	 •  A growing number of one-person households, and households without children, 
	     may mean that some people have more time to participate in events 
	     relating to the arts. This includes a growing number of retired people.

	 •  As most venues are in built-up population centres, continuing urbanisation 
	     means that more people are physically closer to arts venues in 2006 than was the 
	     case in 1994. This is reinforced by increased car ownership and an improved
	     road infrastructure.

	 •  On the other hand, longer commuting times to and from work, and the spread of 
	     population centres over larger areas, may make it hard for people to find the 
	     available time to attend and participate in arts-related events and activities.

	 •  Growth in income levels (see Figure 1) means that most people are better able to 
	     attend arts events or to purchase arts-related items.
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Figure 1: GNP per head, 1994 to 2006 (Constant 1995 Prices - Euros)

Source: Institute of Public Administration, Administration Yearbook, 2006

	 •  Previous studies showed a link between greater levels of engagement with the arts 
	     and higher levels of education attained. As the Irish population’s level of educational 
	     attainment gradually increases, this should support greater involvement with the arts. 

	 •  Growth in technology ownership has the potential to alter how people interact with 
	     the arts. Recent years have seen strong growth in the ownership of PCs by households, 
	      in internet access, and in ownership of mobile phones.

	 •  The growing trend of overseas travel, including for short breaks, allows people to 
	     attend more arts-related events on such trips.

These trends were continuing and, in some cases, accelerating in 2006.

Arts-Related Changes Between 1994 and 2006

	 •  The existence of a government department with a specific arts remit, the greater use
	     of planning in the arts, and the positive macro-economic environment have helped to
	     provide a greater level of arts funding in Ireland. Arts funding has grown over the 
	     period at a rate well ahead of inflation.

	 •  The period has seen the development of a range of new arts venues, covering the 
	     different artforms, located in all parts of the country. 

	 •  Local government has moved from a position of having a limited involvement in the arts
	     in 1994 to having a significant involvement in 2006 (see Figure 2), through capital 
	     development and through local arts programmes and services. Local authorities also 
	     play a major role in the provision of public art.
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Source: Arts Council, July 2006

	 •  The ‘reach’ of the arts has been extended by the incorporation of arts provision in 
	     wider social, economic, and community programmes, and by the policy of the Arts 
	     Council to engage in partnerships with other bodies and agencies.

	 •  Changes in specific areas include: increased funding for festivals; increased international 
	     recognition of Irish art and artists; increased emphasis on architecture as an artform; 
	     increased provision for the traditional arts; more emphasis on arts provision for young 
	     people; more arts programming on radio and television; and a film sector that is more 
	     vibrant in 2006 than in 1994.

	 •  The proliferation of new technologies is changing the experience both of creating 
	     and of engaging with the arts. 

Attitudes and Awareness about the Arts

The study found that Irish people generally have very positive views towards the arts. For example:

	 •  People feel that the arts are important in education, with more than four out of every 
	     five people saying that arts education is as important as science education for children 
	     and young people;
	 •  People support the trend of investing in arts amenities, with three out of every four 
	     people saying that as much importance should be given to providing arts amenities as 
	     is given to providing sports amenities;
	 •  Almost nine out every ten people believe that the arts play an important and valuable 
	     role in a modern society such as that of Ireland;
	 •  In an increasingly multi-cultural Ireland, almost nine out of ten people believe that the 
	     arts from different cultures give us an insight into the lives of people from different 
	     cultures;

10

Figure 2: Net Expenditure on the Arts by Local Authorities
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	 •  Almost seven out of ten people believe that spending on the arts should be safeguarded
	     in times of economic recession, with almost the same number believing that 2006 
	     government spending on the arts should be increased.

Attitudes towards the arts are positive for both women and men, but the attitudes of women are 
more positive than those of men.

A number of comparisons of attitudes with those found by the 1994 study are shown in Table 1.

	 Table 1: Irish Attitudes towards the Arts, Selected Statements, 1994 and 2006 (%)

	S tatement about the Arts				E    ither Agree or Strongly Agree
	
									         2006		  1994

	A rts education in schools is as important 

	 as science education

	A rts activity helps to bring visitors and tourists to Ireland

	 The arts have become more available in the past 10 years

	A s much importance should be given to providing arts 

	 amenities as is given to providing sports amenities

	 The current level of spending on the arts should be 

	 maintained even in times of economic recession

	I n the current economic environment, government 

	 spending on the arts should be increased

	S pending on the arts by your local authority 

	 should be increased

Figures based on 1,085-1,201 responses in 2006 (number of responses varied by attitude) and 1,200 responses in 1994

The figure of 56% supporting greater spending on the arts in the current economic environment 
is analysed further in Table 2.
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	 Table 3: Priorities for Spending on the Arts (%)

	S pending Priorities						      1st Choice     2nd Choice

	A rts programmes and facilities dedicated to 

	 working for and with children and young people	         

	L ocal amateur and community based-arts activity		

	A rts programmes directed at areas of social disadvantage		

	N ational organisations and events such as Abbey Theatre, 

	G alway Arts Festival, Wexford Festival Opera, Siamsa Tíre		

	 Professional arts groups and venues operating at local 

	   and regional level		

	N ew and experimental work in the arts		

	A rts work and arts events in the Irish language 		

	 The work of individual professional artists such as 

	   writers, painters, composers	

	
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 3 indicates that the top priority for people in terms of arts spending is for spending targeted 
at children and young people. The two other main options chosen by people related to local, 
amateur and community-based arts, and programmes targeting areas of social disadvantage. The 
priorities for spending on the arts are not mutually exclusive however, e.g. if arts programmes are 
to be delivered to young people, or in disadvantaged areas etc., then support for the individual 
artist is critical.

The study indicates a lack of awareness of the increased (and increasing) role of local authorities 
in relation to the arts, with four out of five people unaware that local authorities now employ arts 
officers.

13Hibernian Consulting, December 2006

	 Table 2: Analysis of Support for Increasing Government Spending on the Arts (%)

	 Occupational Class:

		M  iddle Class

		S  killed Working Class

		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class

		F  armers

	 Gender: 

		W  omen

		M  en

	 Area: 

		U  rban

		R  ural

	 Region:

		D  ublin

		R  est of Leinster

		M  unster

		C  onnaught/Ulster

	 Age:

		  15-24

		  25-34

		  35-44

		  45-54

		  55-64

		  65+	

Note: Figures are for those who ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’
Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 2 indicates that support for increased government spending on the arts is broadly based, 
with support strongest in the middle class, with women, with people aged under 25 and between 
45-64, and with people in the Rest of Leinster and Munster regions.

The study also asked people their priorities for arts spending, as shown in Table 3.
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	   writers, painters, composers	

	
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 3 indicates that the top priority for people in terms of arts spending is for spending targeted 
at children and young people. The two other main options chosen by people related to local, 
amateur and community-based arts, and programmes targeting areas of social disadvantage. The 
priorities for spending on the arts are not mutually exclusive however, e.g. if arts programmes are 
to be delivered to young people, or in disadvantaged areas etc., then support for the individual 
artist is critical.

The study indicates a lack of awareness of the increased (and increasing) role of local authorities 
in relation to the arts, with four out of five people unaware that local authorities now employ arts 
officers.
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	 Table 2: Analysis of Support for Increasing Government Spending on the Arts (%)

	 Occupational Class:

		M  iddle Class

		S  killed Working Class

		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class

		F  armers

	 Gender: 

		W  omen

		M  en

	 Area: 

		U  rban

		R  ural

	 Region:

		D  ublin

		R  est of Leinster

		M  unster

		C  onnaught/Ulster

	 Age:

		  15-24

		  25-34

		  35-44

		  45-54

		  55-64

		  65+	

Note: Figures are for those who ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’
Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 2 indicates that support for increased government spending on the arts is broadly based, 
with support strongest in the middle class, with women, with people aged under 25 and between 
45-64, and with people in the Rest of Leinster and Munster regions.

The study also asked people their priorities for arts spending, as shown in Table 3.

	

12



The Public and the Arts 2006

Executive summary

57

30

28

19

19

18

17

16

15

13

10

8

7

7

5

5

5

4

3

2

17

7

54

37

22

n/a

24

n/a

22

31

23

n/a

17

9

11

9

5

n/a

4

6

2

3

n/a

n/a

	 •  A number of kinds of events that were not given as options in the 1994 study – 
	     open-air street theatre/spectacle; stand-up comedy, and circus -  were attended by 		
	     between 13% and 19% of the population in 2006;
	 •  Table 4 suggests some evidence of a movement in attendance from conventional 
	     or subsidised artforms and genres towards more popular and commercial artforms 
	     and genres. 

Analysis of the data on attendance shows that, whereas women and men are equally likely to 
attend a film or traditional Irish music, there are differences regarding several artforms, e.g. 
women are more likely to go to plays or musicals. The data shows a significant narrowing of 
both urban/rural and regional gaps that existed in 1994, with similar levels of attendance now 
in all parts of the country. Differences in attendance due to level of income do continue to exist 
however, suggesting evidence of ‘cultural exclusion’ for those on lower income levels.

The study asked people about the balance between amateur and professional performances, for 
the events they had attended. It found that:

	 •  Some 39% of people had attended only events performed by professionals;
	 •  Some 12% had attended only events performed by amateurs/voluntary/
	     non-professionals;
	 •  Some 46% attended a mixture of amateur and professional events;
	 •  3% of people said that they were unsure.

The impact of new technology on booking patterns is evident in that, by mid-2006, slightly more 
than one in six people said that they generally booked their tickets for arts events via the internet.

A new question in 2006 asked people to indicate, from a list of options, where they had attended 
an arts event in the previous 12 months. The answers are shown below. 

Figure 3: Venues Attended for an Arts Event in Previous 12 months (%)

Note: Some 15% of respondents did not attend any arts activities.
Figures based on 1,210 responses
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Attendance at Arts Events

The study asked people which types of arts events they had attended in the previous 12 months. 
From a list of options, some 85% of people had attended at least one arts event over the period 
(up from 83% in 1994). A breakdown of the data by artform is shown in Table 4, together with 
the equivalent figures for 1994. 

	 Table 4: Attendance at Arts Activities in 2006 and 1994

	 Category of Event			   Proportion Which Attended (%)

							       2006		  1994

	M ainstream Film

	A  Play

	R ock or Popular Music

	O pen-air Street Theatre/Spectacle

	 Traditional Irish or Folk Music 

	S tand-up Comedy

	M usical 

	V ariety Show/Pantomime

	A rt Exhibitions 

	C ircus

	C ountry & Western Music

	 Traditional/Folk Dance

	 Jazz/Blues Music

	C lassical Music Concert or Recital

	A rt-House Film

	W orld Music

	R eadings (e.g. literature/poetry)

	O pera 

	C ontemporary Dance

	B allet

	O ther Live Music Performance

	O ther Dance Performance	

n/a = not applicable, normally because the question was not asked in 1994
Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 responses in 1994 

A number of points emerge from Table 4:

	 •  Two of the top three items which people attend (mainstream film and rock/pop 
	     music event) increased in popularity between 1994 and 2006;
	 •  There were smaller increases (within the margin of error) for literature/poetry 
	     readings and for contemporary dance;
	 •  People were less likely in 2006 than in 1994 to attend a range of types of event, 
	     with the largest falls being for variety show/pantomime (fall of 15%); art exhibition 
	     (fall of 8%); country and western music performance (fall of 7%); and a play (fall of 7%);
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Figure 3 shows that, after cinemas, the single most popular venue for attending an arts event is a 
pub/hotel, followed by an open air venue, and the theatre. The answers illustrate the wide variety 
of venues in which Irish people access the arts.

The wide range of venues in which Irish people attend arts events, and the fact that well over half 
of the population had seen at least some events performed on an amateur or voluntary basis help 
to interpret the overall figures for arts attendances presented in Table 4. 

In light of the growth in public art in recent years (including through the ‘Per Cent for Art 
Scheme’), the 2006 study asked if people had stopped to look at art in a public place within the 
last 12 months.

Figure 4: Stopped to look at Art in a Public Place in Previous 12 months

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 4 shows that over half of the population stopped to look at art in a public place in the 
year to mid-2006. This suggests that the public art programmes are having an impact on a large 
portion of the population.

16

Arts Participation and Purchasing Behaviour

Some 19% of people say that they had participated in at least one type of arts activity in the 
previous year.

	 Table 5: Participation in the Arts in Previous 12 months (%)

	 Category of Event
	
								              Participation   Membership/	
										                   Classes

	 Play a musical instrument for your own pleasure

	H elping with running arts event or organisation

	 Painting/drawing/sculpture

	S ing in a choir

	S et dancing

	 Play a musical instrument to an audience or rehearsing

	 Performing or rehearsing in play/drama

	 Photography as an artistic activity (not family/hols)

	W riting

	W riting any music

	M aking artworks or animation on a computer

	 Performing or rehearsing in light opera or musical

	M aking films or videos as an artistic activity

 	   (not family or holidays)

	 Performing or rehearsing in opera

	O ther dancing (not including fitness class)

	O ther Irish traditional/folk dancing

	O ther singing to an audience or rehearsing 

	   (not including karaoke)

	O ther	

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Comparing the data for participation with the 1994 results shows: small increases in some 
artforms (e.g. painting/drawing/ sculpture and other Irish traditional/folk dancing) and small 
decreases in others (e.g. set dancing and choir).

As regards purchasing of art-related goods, some 86% of people either currently buy, or have 
purchased, items relating to the arts. A comparison with purchasing behaviour found by the 1994 
survey is shown below.

Don’t Know/
Can’t Remember

4%

No 41% Yes 55%
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Comparing the data for participation with the 1994 results shows: small increases in some 
artforms (e.g. painting/drawing/ sculpture and other Irish traditional/folk dancing) and small 
decreases in others (e.g. set dancing and choir).
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purchased, items relating to the arts. A comparison with purchasing behaviour found by the 1994 
survey is shown below.
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	 Table 6: Purchasing Behaviour and the Arts, currently or ever, 2006 and 1994 (%)

	 Category of Purchasing Behaviour				          Buys
		
								        2006			   1994

	 Listening (inc. CDs, Cassettes, Down-loads)	

	R ock or Popular Music 	

	 Traditional Irish or Folk Music

	C ountry & Western Music

	C lassical Music Concert or Recital

	 Jazz/Blues Music 

	 Books for Pleasure

	F iction, Novel, Story or Play

	 Poetry	

	 Watching (incl. DVDs, Videos, Down-loads)	

	F ilm/TV Drama

	R ock or Popular Music

	O pera/Dance	

	C lassical Music

	 Artwork	

	 Original Works of Art

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Table 6 shows that purchases of rock/pop music (also the most popular category of purchase in 
1994) increased from 42% to 50% between 1994 and 2006. Purchases of traditional Irish or folk 
music, and of jazz/blues, remained at about the same levels with falls in the purchase of classical 
music, and of country and western music.

In relation to purchasing for viewing, there was a significant expansion of purchases in this 
area. While not directly compatible, there was also an increase in the ‘watching’ purchases from 
1% for orchestral music in 1994 to 4% for classical music concert or recital in 2006. The large 
expansion in this area of purchases may be a factor affecting the propensity of people attending 
live performances. 

For all artforms, a majority of those who purchase DVDs, CDs etc. say that at least some, if not all, 
of their purchases are of work by living Irish artists.

The growth of new distribution channels for arts material is evident in that some 27% of people 
had downloaded arts-related material (e.g. music, a film, or spoken word) from the internet in the 
year prior to the study. One third of those (i.e. 9% of the total population) does so on a regular 
basis. There is a strong link between downloading arts-related material from the internet and age, 
with the behaviour highest in the 15-24 age group.
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Viewing and Listening to the Arts

As well as interacting with the arts through attendance and participation, there is widespread 
viewing of, and listening to, artforms by people (e.g. in their homes, in their cars, at their 
workplaces etc.). The study finds that, while television and radio are still the most important media 
for accessing the arts, DVD and CD players are owned by more than half of the population. There 
is a growing use of new media (e.g. 21% used computers and 16% used digital music players to 
access the arts in the year prior to the study).

Respondents were asked to indicate, from a list of arts activities, what they made a point of 
watching or listening to in the previous 12 months (i.e. they did not just do so in passing). Overall, 
96% of the population had made a point of watching an arts performance or event in the past 12 
months, and 82% had made a point of listening to an arts performance or event in the past 12 
months. The answers by artform are presented in Table 7. 

	 Table 7: Arts Performances or Events Watched or Listened to in Previous Year (%)

	 Category of Event			   Watched		L  istened to

	M ainstream Film

	S tand-up Comedy

	R ock or Popular Music

	 Traditional Irish or Folk Music

	A  Play

	C ountry & Western Music 

	M usical 

	V ariety Show/Pantomime

	W orld Music

	 Traditional/Folk Dance

	A rts Related Programme

	C lassical Music Concert or Recital

	O pen-air Street Theatre/Spectacle

	 Jazz/Blues Music

	A rt Exhibition

	A rt House Film

	C ontemporary Dance

	C ircus

	O pera

	R eadings (e.g. literature/poetry)

	B allet

	O ther Live Music Performance

	O ther Dance Performance

	O ther

Note: ‘n/a’ signifies no applicable data as ‘listening’ not relevant to all categories.
Figures based on 1,210 responses
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A number of points emerge from Table 7:

	 •  The main artforms watched/listened to reflect the main types of artforms that 
	     people attend, i.e. watching films on television, DVD etc. is the lead choice, with 
	     almost seven of every ten people having done so in the previous year;
	 •  The table shows the wide variety of artforms, types of music etc. that people watch/
	     listen to – there is therefore diversity both in terms of the media being used to access 
 	     the arts and the artforms being accessed;
	 •  The figures indicate the continuing popularity of traditional Irish or folk music, which 
	     ranks second behind rock/pop as the music genre most watched and most listened 
	     to. The figures may have been boosted by the advent of TG4 which broadcasts a 
	     number of Irish music programmes;
	 •  One in ten people had made a point of watching an arts-related programme 
	     (e.g. a review programme, an arts documentary etc.) in the previous year;
	 •  The figures indicate niche viewing and listening audiences for artforms such as classical
	     music, contemporary dance, ballet and opera.

As with the figures for attendance, the data suggests some movement since 1994 away from 
more conventional and/or subsidised artforms and genres towards more popular and commercial 
artforms and genres.

A new question was asked in 2006 relating to reading for pleasure. Of the categories provided, 
almost two-thirds (64%) of people said that they had read a book under at least one category in 
the previous year, with 36% saying that they had not read any of these types of literature in the 
previous 12 months. The most popular type of reading was of a work of fiction, novel, story or 
play, with 51% saying they had read a book in this category. 

As regards reading in any one of the categories, some 73% of women and 54% of men had read 
a book under at least one of the headings in the previous 12 months, i.e. 27% of women and 
46% of men had not read a book under any the categories. Figure 5 shows a gender breakdown 
of reading patterns by category.

Figure 5: Reading for Pleasure in Previous 12 Months, by Gender (%)

Figures based on 1,210 responses
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Figure 5 indicates, that in each category, more women had read for pleasure in the previous year 
than had men. The gap relating to fiction may reflect the success of popular women’s fiction titles 
in recent years. 

A further breakdown of reading patterns is shown in Table 8.

	 Table 8: Analysis of Data on Reading for Pleasure in Previous Year

						    

						             Have Read in at Least One Category

	A rea: 

		U  rban

		R  ural

	R egion:

		D  ublin

		R  est of Leinster

		M  unster

		C  onnaught/Ulster

	O ccupational Class:

		M  iddle Class

		S  killed Working Class

		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class

		F  armers

	E ducation:

		  Third Level

		S  econd Level

		A  ttended Second Level

		  Primary Level or Below	

Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 8 indicates that a higher proportion of people in urban areas had read for pleasure in the 
previous 12 months, with the figure slightly higher for Dublin than for other regions. The figures 
for occupational class and education show significant differences in the levels of reading. The 
figures suggest an exclusion from the activity of reading for pleasure for a large portion of the 
population.
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Figure 7: Main Methods of getting Information about the Arts (%)

Findings based on 1,210 responses 

There was general satisfaction with the level of available information on the arts, with almost 
three in every four people either satisfied or very satisfied with available arts information.

International Studies on the Public and the Arts

While studies on the public and the arts have been undertaken in various countries, comparisons 
between countries are difficult as studies were undertaken at different times; use different 
definitions of the arts; use different wording for their questions; and cover different activities. 
Also, each country has its own socio-cultural, policy and institutional contexts and a thorough 
comparison of findings would need to take these into account.

Keeping in mind these difficulties, the figure for Ireland of 85% attendance at an arts event in 
the previous year is somewhat higher than in six other countries reviewed, where the figures 
vary between 73% and 84%. Overall, Irish attendance at arts events appears to be strong by 
international standards. Attendance at cinema is the most common international arts activity, 
with Ireland just behind England (57% v 59%) in this regard. Comparative attendance figures for 
cinema and for a number of artforms are shown in Table 9.
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Obstacles to Attendance and Obtaining Arts Information

People were asked if they had experienced any difficulties in attending or taking part in those arts 
activities that interest them. A total of 17% of the population indicated that they do experience 
difficulties in this regard, while 83% said that they do not. This represents a significant change 
since 1994, as Figure 6 shows.

Figure 6: Do you have Difficulties in Attending or Taking Part in Arts Activities? (%)

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Figure 6 indicates a significant fall in the proportion of the population experiencing difficulties. 
This could be due to a range of factors. To start with, venues are more geographically accessible 
due to the arts capital investment programme since 1994 (see Chapter 3). Secondly, individual 
venues are more accessible to a wide range of users due to improved building regulations on 
accessibility. Thirdly, the growth in car ownership, and fourthly the growth in disposable income 
levels, have both reduced the obstacles to attending or taking part in the arts for many people.

How does the fact that more than four out of every five Irish people in 2006 say that they have 
no difficulties in attending or taking part in arts activities link to the data for attendance and 
participation in 2006, which shows attendance and participation at about the same levels as in 
1994? Two possible answers are that either people now have other obstacles that they do not 
perceive (e.g. less time than previously) or they do not now have obstacles but are happy with 
their levels of attendance and do not wish to increase them further.

The study indicates that people are somewhat more likely to travel a long distance (taken as more 
than 20 miles) in 2006 to attend an arts event than they were in 1994. This was true in all parts of 
the country.

Figure 7 shows how people get information on the arts. It shows that the single most important 
source of arts information is the local press, with the importance of local information sources 
reinforced by the importance of local radio (which has emerged largely since 1994). Emerging 
methods identified included the internet (8%), mailing list (e-mail) (3%), and text message (2%), 
implying a growing diversity of sources of information.
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People were asked if they had experienced any difficulties in attending or taking part in those arts 
activities that interest them. A total of 17% of the population indicated that they do experience 
difficulties in this regard, while 83% said that they do not. This represents a significant change 
since 1994, as Figure 6 shows.

Figure 6: Do you have Difficulties in Attending or Taking Part in Arts Activities? (%)

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Figure 6 indicates a significant fall in the proportion of the population experiencing difficulties. 
This could be due to a range of factors. To start with, venues are more geographically accessible 
due to the arts capital investment programme since 1994 (see Chapter 3). Secondly, individual 
venues are more accessible to a wide range of users due to improved building regulations on 
accessibility. Thirdly, the growth in car ownership, and fourthly the growth in disposable income 
levels, have both reduced the obstacles to attending or taking part in the arts for many people.

How does the fact that more than four out of every five Irish people in 2006 say that they have 
no difficulties in attending or taking part in arts activities link to the data for attendance and 
participation in 2006, which shows attendance and participation at about the same levels as in 
1994? Two possible answers are that either people now have other obstacles that they do not 
perceive (e.g. less time than previously) or they do not now have obstacles but are happy with 
their levels of attendance and do not wish to increase them further.

The study indicates that people are somewhat more likely to travel a long distance (taken as more 
than 20 miles) in 2006 to attend an arts event than they were in 1994. This was true in all parts of 
the country.

Figure 7 shows how people get information on the arts. It shows that the single most important 
source of arts information is the local press, with the importance of local information sources 
reinforced by the importance of local radio (which has emerged largely since 1994). Emerging 
methods identified included the internet (8%), mailing list (e-mail) (3%), and text message (2%), 
implying a growing diversity of sources of information.
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	 Table 9: Comparison of Attendance at Arts Events, Selected Artforms 
		        and Genres, Selected Countries

			      Cinema	A  Play/	    Rock/	O pera	      Contemporary 
					     Theatre 	 Pop Music 	E vent 		  Dance

	I reland

	N orthern Ireland

	S cotland

	W ales

	E ngland

	F rance

	U nited States

Note: Figures are from most recent studies available. Definitions of artforms vary somewhat from country to country, e.g. 
opera may or may not include operetta, a play may be described as ‘a play’ or as ‘theatre’ or as ‘a play or drama’ etc.

The finding in this study (mentioned earlier) that Irish people attend art events in a wide range of 
venues is mirrored by the most recent Northern Ireland study (2004) which found a similar spread 
across venues (with differences in emphasis on particular venues). The finding that arts attendance 
is linked to education and income level is also seen in studies in Northern Ireland, Wales and the 
United States.

This study found that 64% of Irish people had read a book for pleasure in the past 12 months 
– this compares to a figure of 73% in a 2003 English study.

The main obstacles reported internationally to greater arts attendance and participation are 
difficulties in finding the time (generally the main reason cited); cost, family commitments, and 
lack of interest. The level of difficulties appears to be lower in Ireland (based on this study) than is 
generally the case internationally.

International studies on the public and the arts reveal positive attitudes across different countries 
towards the arts; towards the role of the arts in society; and towards public funding for the arts. 
The studies also indicate that people feel the arts are important in providing insights into the lives 
of people from different cultures.
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Some Policy Issues Arising from Study Findings

The report The Public and the Arts (2006) concludes with a chapter which, drawing from the 
evidence set out in earlier chapters, offers preliminary observations on issues which may carry 
particular weight as arts policy and provision are developed in the coming years. These initial 
observations sometimes focus on particular themes or areas of need identified by the research and 
at other times make connections between different aspects of the evidence revealed by the study.

While the Executive Summary does not attempt to summarise the observations offered, they look 
at:
	 •  Public Attitudes and Preferences
	 •  Children and Young People
	 •  Public Attendance
	 •  Venues and the Public Realm
	 •  Public Participation
	 •  Private Consumption and Information
	 •  Social Inclusion
	 •  Local and Regional Development

The Public and the Arts (2006) concludes by noting the appropriateness of placing back into the 
public domain the information obtained from the extensive and detailed research undertaken. The 
evidence base provided can therefore help to shape arts policy and provision for a public which 
demonstrates, by its attitudes, attendance, participation, and consumption, an exceptional level of 
interest in and commitment to the arts.
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1.1	A im and Scope of the Study

The Public and the Arts 2006 was commissioned by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon to 
provide up-to-date information on the behaviour and attitudes of Irish people as regards:
	 •  What Irish people think about the importance of the arts, and about public funding of 
	     the arts;
	 •  The extent to which Irish people attend arts events;
	 •  The extent to which Irish people participate in arts activities and to which they 
	     purchase items such as arts-related CDs, DVDs and books;
	 •  The extent to which they watch and/or listen to arts events or performances aside 
	     from live performances;
	 •  How they access information about the arts and obstacles they perceive in relation 
	     to attending arts events.

This 2006 study is the third such study commissioned by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon:
	 •  In February/March 1981, a study was undertaken of 1,400 people around Ireland 
	    – the results were published in 1983 under the title Audiences, Acquisitions and 
	    Amateurs – Participation in the Arts in Ireland.
	 •  In March 1994, a study was undertaken of 1,200 people around Ireland – the results 
	     were published in 1994 under the title The Public and the Arts – A Survey of 
	     Behaviour and Attitudes in Ireland.

While retaining a core of similar questions, in particular on attendance at arts events, purchases of 
goods and amateur participation in arts activities, the studies have also evolved over time. The 2006 
study contained a definition of the arts that included a number of activities (such as circus, street 
art/spectacle and stand-up comedy) that had not been included in 1994. It contained new questions 
relating to the use of technology in accessing information relating to the arts, and in accessing arts-
related material itself. It also contained new questions on areas such as public art; venues attended; 
and it expanded the section on attitudes to the arts.

In keeping with the definition of the arts used in 1994, and in line with similar international studies, 
a broad definition of the arts was used in the study. The arts were defined to include both the arts 
as conventionally understood and also more popular or commercial forms and genres. As such, the 
definition included popular and commercial forms and genres such as cinema and rock music, as 
well as subsidised forms and genres such as theatre and opera.  

A key criterion in drawing up the survey questionnaire was to allow comparison with the findings 
of the 1994 study. Such comparisons are spread through Chapters 4-8, as are comparisons with the 
findings of similar studies in other countries (Chapter 9).

In terms of the reasons for commissioning this study, the Arts Council’s remit is to stimulate public 
interest in, and promote the knowledge, appreciation and practice of, the arts, as well as to 
advise government. As such, the Arts Council has a remit to commission and publish research and 
information relating to the arts. The Arts Council also appreciates the importance of having a strong 
evidence base as regards the arts in Ireland and, to this end, undertakes an ongoing programme of 
research. From time to time, this relates to gathering information on the public and the arts.
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1.2	A pproach to the Study

The study was undertaken by Hibernian Consulting1 between May and September 2006 and its 
centrepiece was a survey of 1,210 people at 100 locations around Ireland, structured to obtain the 
views of a representative sample of the Irish population. 

The survey was based on a questionnaire developed in association with the Arts Council, including 
input from its specialists across the different art forms. Further information on the study methodology 
is attached as Annex 2 and a copy of the questionnaire is attached as Annex 3.

The interviews were undertaken on a face-to-face basis, in people’s homes, and generally lasted for 
20-30 minutes.

Table 1.1 provides information on the sample undertaken.
 

	 Table 1.1: Structure of Sample Undertaken

	S urvey Characteristic					    Proportion of Respondents (%)

	G ender: 
		M  ale
		F  emale

	R egion:
		D  ublin
		R  est of Leinster
		M  unster
		C  onnacht/Ulster

	A rea:
		U  rban
		R  ural

	A ge:
		  15-24
		  25-34
		  35-44
		  45-54
		  55+

	S ocial Class:
		M  iddle class
		S  killed working class
		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled working class
		F  armer

	

1  Hibernian Consulting wishes to acknowledge the input from Insight Statistical Consulting and Martin Drury, Arts Consultant, as part of its project team

49.3
50.7

28.4
25.0
28.7
17.9

69.3
30.7

19.6
25.4
16.6
15.2
23.2

41.1
26.9
23.0
9.1
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	L evel of Education Attained:
		N  one or primary level
		A  ttended second level
		S  econd level (completed/currently attending)
		  Third level (completed/currently attending)

	S tatus:
		S  ingle
		M  arried
		S  eparated/Divorced
		W  idowed
	

Note: Terms used in the data analysis are defined in Table A2.1
          In this report, some categories do not add to 100% due to rounding.

The number of interviews undertaken (1,210) means that the confidence levels in the answers is 
+/- 3% for questions where all respondents answered. As the number of respondents per answer 
falls, the confidence interval increases. For example, for a breakdown of a question answered by 
all respondents by gender (i.e. approx. 600 answers for males and 600 answers for females), the 
confidence interval is +/- 4%. It would be somewhat wider again for characteristics such as region 
or age cohorts (with more than two categories) and, as such, information for such categories is best 
seen as indicative of trends.

Following entry and analysis of the data, the preliminary results were discussed with the Arts Council 
and further analysis was undertaken on data relating to particular issues. A copy of the full data 
set has been provided to the Arts Council and will be available to the Council (and potentially to 
other researchers) for further analysis. Given that it is only possible in a report such as this to present 
some of the detailed data analysis, this data set may provide a rich source of information for further 
work.

1.3	S tructure of the Report

Chapters 2 and 3 provide information on changes to the Irish context since the last similar study 
was undertaken in Ireland in 1994. This has been a time of major change, under many headings, in 
Ireland. Chapter 2 describes a number of socio-economic changes relevant to the study, and Chapter 
3 reviews changes in arts policy and provision in Ireland since 1994. In both cases, these chapters 
provide information which may help in interpreting the subsequent study findings.

Chapters 4-8 present the findings of the survey. The chapters have been organised to allow for the 
clear presentation of the basic data gathered and analysed. A number of comparisons are made 
through these chapters with the results of the 1994 study. Analysis of the information (e.g. by 
occupational class, by region, by gender etc.) is also provided.

This type of study has become more common internationally in the past decade and Chapter 9 
compares the Irish findings with findings from similar studies undertaken in a number of other 
countries and regions (including in Britain, Northern Ireland, Finland, France, New Zealand and the 
US).

8.8
17.4
44.1
29.8

45.3
44.7
4.8
5.1
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Having presented the study findings, and made comparisons with the 1994 survey in Ireland and the 
findings internationally, Chapter 10 discusses possible implications for the arts in Ireland over the 
coming years. This chapter tries to identify some of the issues and questions that arise for the arts 
from this survey, rather than to set out specific recommendations. The aim is to provide a starting 
point for discussion of the study findings. 

The report has three annexes. The first provides a statistical analysis of the data gathered from the 
study question relating to attendance at arts events in the previous year (reported in Chapter 5). 
Based on the sample population, Annex 1 provides further analysis on the types of people who 
attend different arts events. Annex 2 provides further information on the study methodology and 
Annex 3 contains the study questionnaire.
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2.1	 Purpose of Chapter

Chapters 2 and 3 describe a number of changes in the Irish context which help to place the 2006 
study results in context. While Chapter 3 focuses on changes to the arts policy context since the 
previous study in 1994, Chapter 2 relates to changes to the socio-economic context. 

The period between 1994 and 2006 was one of dramatic socio-economic change in Ireland. The 
aim of this chapter is not to provide a comprehensive overview of this change but to present 
selected information on variables which influence (or may influence) topics relating to the public 
and the arts, i.e. the topics under investigation in this study. In this regard, Section 2.2 presents 
information on key demographic changes; Section 2.3 looks at income levels; Section 2.4 reviews 
ownership of certain items relevant to accessing the arts (car ownership in relation to physical 
access and computer ownership/internet for remote access); and Section 2.5 describes changes in 
the broadcasting environment. Section 2.6 summarises key relevant changes since 1994 and their 
potential implications.

The data used is for the years closest to 1994 and 2006 for each of the different topics, based on 
data sources and information available.   

2.2	D emographic Changes since 1994

2.2.1 Population and its Composition

The population of Ireland grew significantly between 1994 and 2006. Figure 2.1 shows that the 
population increased from around 3.6m in 1994 to over 4.2m in 2006, an increase of one-sixth.

Figure 2.1: Population of Ireland, Selected Years
 

Source: CSO, Census Data 1991; 1996; 2002; 2006a (Preliminary)

The annual growth in population in 2002-06 was higher than it had been between 1994 and 2002, 
with the population continuing to grow strongly in 2006. 

3000

1991 1996 2002 2006

3200

3400

3600

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

3800

4000

4200

4400

4600

4800

3526 3626

3917

4235



31Hibernian Consulting, December 2006

The Public and the Arts 2006

Chapter 2: Socio-Economic Changes since 1994 Study

Figure 2.2 indicates a decline between 1991 and 2006 in the 0-14 age group with increases in all 
other age groups. In other words, the population was somewhat older in 2006 than in 1994, with 
the largest increase among those aged between 25-64 years.

Figure 2.2: Changing Age Structure, 1991 to 2005     
 

Source: CSO, Census data 1991; 2005c (based on population estimates)

An older population and lower fertility rates mean that average household size fell over the period.

Figure 2.3: Average Irish Household Size, Selected Years
 

Source: CSO, Measuring Ireland’s Progress 2005b

Figure 2.3 shows that the average household size in Ireland fell from 3.13 persons in 1994 to 
2.84 persons in 2005. There were 207,600 one-person households in 1991, with 277,600 such 
households in 2002, an increase of one-third.
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The population became more ethnically diverse between 1994 and 2006. This was driven by sizeable 
net inward migration over the period. In 1991-96, the average net inward migration was 2,000 
people per year. This rose to an average of 25,000 per year for 1996-2002 and to 46,000 per year 
between 2002 and 2006 (CSO, 2006a).

In 1996, the number of non-Irish nationals in the state was approximately 6% of the total population. 
This had risen to 7.1% in 2002 and to 9.5% (an estimated 400,000 people) in 20062. Of those 
non-Irish people aged over 15, it was estimated that some 38% were from the ten mainly Eastern 
European states that joined the EU in 2005 (CSO, 2006b). 

2.2.2 Location of the Population

As the population of Ireland grew between 1994 and 2006, its distribution around the country 
also changed, which may influence the public’s interaction with the arts. Two trends evident before 
1994, a move to cities and towards the east coast, continued over the period.

Figure 2.4 shows the change in population by area for the six year period 1996-2002. The pattern 
was similar in 2002-2006.

Figure 2.4: Percentage Change in Population of Electoral Divisions, 1996-2002  

                              
Source: Reproduced by permission of the Ordinance Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland, CSO (2003)

2   This last figure, taken from the CSO’s Preliminary Report on Census 2002, is an estimate 
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Figure 2.4 shows that population growth has been concentrated along the east coast, in the counties 
around Dublin, and around other large cities, especially Cork, Limerick and Galway. Preliminary 
results from Census 2006 showed that the influence of Dublin was continuing to grow, with strong 
population growth not just in immediately adjacent counties such as Kildare and Meath but also in 
parts of counties such as Carlow, Laois, Westmeath and Cavan, which the CSO described as ‘the 
wider Dublin commuter belt’. 

Linked to this trend, the average length of commute to work has increased over time. Figure 2.5 
shows that the average worker’s commute more than doubled between 1991 and 2002, from 4.8 
miles to 9.8 miles. This trend was seen in both urban and rural areas.

Figure 2.5: Average Distance travelled to work, 1991 to 2002
 

Source: CSO, Principal Socio-Economic Results, 2002 (2003) 

Data from 2002 shows that, while workers from urban areas had shorter average distances to travel 
to work compared to people in rural areas, they spent slightly more time commuting due to traffic 
congestion. The average urban journey time to work in 2002 was 28 minutes (each way) compared 
to 26 minutes in rural areas.

Therefore, while urbanisation means that more people live closer to arts venues, a trend opposing 
this is the longer periods of time people now spend commuting to and from work.

2.2.3 Education and Literacy

Previous studies, including the 1994 study on the public and the arts in Ireland, have shown a link 
between education and engagement with the arts. In Ireland, the level of formal education attained 
by the population is increasing over time and Figure 2.6 shows the situation for the population as a 
whole for the years 1991 and 2005.
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Figure 2.6: Highest Level of Education Attained by People aged 15-64, 1991 and 2005

Source: CSO, (1991); CSO, Quarterly National Household Survey (2006c)

Figure 2.6 shows that the number with a primary-level education only declined over the period with 
all other categories increasing. The number of people with a third-level degree or higher increased 
from 174,000 to 437,000. 

In 1997, the OECD’s International Adult Literacy Survey reported that 25% of Irish adults had low 
levels of literacy. It is likely that this rate is falling gradually over time as education levels increase. 
There have also been efforts to promote adult literacy, e.g. participation in Vocational Education 
Committee adult literacy services increased from 5,000 people in 1997 to 35,000 people in 2006. 

2.3	C hanges in Income Levels since 1994

An important factor influencing ability to attend or otherwise engage with the arts is income, and 
the period between 1994 and 2006 was one of strong economic growth in Ireland. This led to 
strong growth in average income levels in Ireland, shown in Figure 2.7 in terms of GNP per head, a 
standard measure of income which is available across the 1994 to 2006 period.
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Figure 2.7: GNP per head, 1994 to 2006 (Constant 1995 Prices - Euros)

Note: Figure for 2006 is an estimate based on assumed 5% growth for 2005 and 2006
Source: Institute of Public Administration, Administration Yearbook, 2006

Figure 2.7 shows that, based on constant 1995 prices (i.e. after taking inflation into account), 
average income per head in Ireland rose by about 80% in the period from 1994 to 2006. In 2006 
prices, average income per head in 2006 was about €36,000.

The increases in GNP per person fed through into increases in levels of after-tax disposable income, 
for households at all levels of income3: Increases in nominal incomes between 1994/5 and 2004 
were as follows:

	 • For households with the lowest 10% of incomes, average disposable income increased 
	    by 95% (from €79.67 in 1994/5 to €155.45 in 2004);
	 • For the average household, average disposable income rose by 107% (from €357.94 
	    in 1994/5 to €740.35 in 2004);
	 • For households with the highest 10% of incomes, average disposable income increased 
	    by 128% (from €882.86 in 1994/5 to €2,010.53 in 2004).

The capacity for consumption (including of the arts) therefore increased considerably over the 
period for households at all income levels. This was reflected in a growth in total national personal 
consumption, from an estimated €34.7 billion in 1994 to an estimated €74.1 billion in 2005. 
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3   Data (in current prices) from CSO Household Budget Survey (2001) and EU-SILC Survey(CSO 2005a). Disposable income will cover different 
   aspects of a household’s expenditure and price increases in certain areas (e.g. childcare) may have limited the increase available for spending 
   on the arts.
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2.4	 Patterns of Ownership and Consumption

2.4.1 Car Ownership

Car ownership increased significantly between 1994 and 2006, with the number of cars increasing 
from 0.9m in 1994 to almost 1.6m in 2004. Together with considerable investment in the road 
infrastructure over the period, this would have made it easier for many people to attend arts venues 
and events in 2006 as compared to 2004.

Figure 2.8: Number of Private Cars in Ireland, Various Years
 

Source: CSO, Measuring Ireland’s Progress, (2005b) and Statistical Year Book, (2005d)

In terms of accessing arts events, the increased traffic congestion discussed earlier would have 
operated as a factor in opposition to the increased car ownership.

2.4.2 Computers, Internet Access and Mobile Phones

In 1998, 18.6% of all households had a home computer. Figure 2.9 shows a significant rise in the 
number of households owning a computer between 1998 and 2005 (to 54.9%).
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Figure 2.9: Home Computer ownership and usage

Source: CSO, Information Society and Telecommunications, (2005e)

While a stand-alone computer can be used for example to view art work or a film, to listen to music, 
or to create art, its potential for accessing information on the arts, and art-related material, increases 
greatly with internet access. Figure 2.10 show that Irish households experienced rapid growth of 
internet connectivity over this period.

Figure 2.10: Number of Households with a computer connected to the internet
 

Source: CSO, Information Society and Telecommunications, (2005e)

Household connections to the internet increased from 5% in 1998 to 45% in 2005. Broadband 
access allows a faster, more accessible connection to the internet. Broadband household connections 
increased from 28% of households in 2003 to 16% in 2005 (CSO 2005e). This trend was continuing 
during 2006.

700

600

Th
ou

sa
nd

s 500

400

300

200

100

1998 2000 2003 2005

0

900

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

1998 2000 2004 2005



The Public and the Arts 2006

Chapter 2: Socio-Economic Changes since 1994 Study

Data from 2003 (still pre-broadband for almost all households) showed that many of those households 
which had internet connectivity were purchasing items online4. For example:
	 •  66% had bought airline tickets;
	 •  38% had bought concert tickets;
	 •  13% had purchased books;
	 •  9% had purchased music;
	 •  6% had purchased videos.

Mobile phone usage has undergone a dramatic expansion in Ireland since 1994. Data from the 
Commission for Communications Regulation shows that, prior to 1994, penetration rates were 
insignificant5. However, mobile phone penetration reached:
	 •  29% by Quarter 1, 1999;
	 •  49% by Quarter 2, 2000;
	 •  73% by Quarter 2, 2001;
	 • 103% by Quarter 1, 2006 (i.e. there were more mobile phones in usage than there 
	    were people in the country).

2.4.3 Travel

Based on factors such as more accessible information, higher incomes and falling air fares, international 
travel increased between 1994 and 2006.

The number of people visiting Ireland increased from 3.7m in 1994 to 6.8m in 20056. Revenue from 
overseas visitors increased from €1,415m in 1994 to €3,487m in 2005. In the latter year, some 5% 
of this expenditure was spent on entertainment and sightseeing. 

Many of the questions in this study asked Irish people about their engagement with the arts in the 
previous year. This engagement could have occurred in Ireland or outside Ireland. Figure 2.11 shows 
the number of Irish visits abroad and also domestic breaks by Irish people7. This includes holidays, 
business travel and visiting relatives and friends. 

4   Commission for Communications Regulation (2003) Consumer Trend Watch, November 2003
5   Commission for Communications Regulation (2001) Irish Communication Market Quarterly Review, ODTR, 01/14. 
   Later data from the Commission’s quarterly ‘key data reports’ on the Irish communications market. 
6   Based on visits of over one day. Data from Fáilte Ireland
7   Based on visits of over one day and includes home holidays, business trips and non-business trips  
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 Figure 2.11: Number of visits outside of Ireland and domestic travel
 

Source: www.cso.ie and Fáilte Ireland

Revenue from domestic travel increased from €834m in 1994 to €1,165m in 2005. A total of 11% 
of domestic tourists in 2004 reported that they visited museums and art galleries as part of their 
break or holiday in Ireland8. (Arts-related activities as part of the overseas trips by Irish people are 
not measured.)

2.5	B roadcast Media

The period 1994-2006 has been characterised by access to more television channels – both Irish and 
non-Irish, access to more radio channels and a greater selection of newspapers and magazines. In 
addition, these have become available via new media. 

The main broadcasting player remains the public sector broadcaster, Radio Telefis Éireann (RTÉ). In 
addition to the two television stations that existed in 1994, RTÉ 1 and RTÉ 2, a third public service 
broadcasting channel was introduced in 1996, namely Telefis na Gaeilge (now TG4), providing a 
service for Irish speakers. A private commercial channel, TV3, opened in 1998. In recent years, the 
Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (BCI) has issued television contracts to Setanta Sports Channel, 
Channel 6, City Channel and Chorus TV. 

Irish people also have access to UK and other international television channels, mainly through cable 
and satellite. Figures9 show that, between 2003 and 2006, the number of subscribers to cable and 
satellite digital television increased from 391,000 to 961,500, representing an increase of 145%. 
This would have been driven both by an increased number of homes in Ireland and by increased 
access to multi-channel television. 

RTÉ added a new radio station, RTÉ Lyric FM, in 1999. It now has four radio stations - RTÉ Radio 1; 
RTÉ Radio 2fm; RTÉ Raidio na Gaeltachta and RTÉ Lyric FM, all of which provide a 24 hour service.
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A national commercial radio station, Today FM, was introduced in 1997.  In August 2006, the BCI 
website reported that, in addition to Today FM, there was one regional commercial station; 26 local 
independent commercial radio stations; one special interest station; 19 community or community 
of interest radio stations; six institutional stations (e.g. in hospitals) as well as a range of temporary 
(e.g. student) services. There was therefore a proliferation of radio stations in Ireland over the 1994-
2006 period.

The Joint National Readership Survey for 2005 found that 90.5% of Irish people regularly read a 
newspaper. Comparing figures for 2000 with figures for 2005 indicates a growth in total newspaper 
readership over this period: up from 1.46m to 1.71m for ‘any morning paper’ and up from 2.02m 
to 2.53m for ‘any Sunday paper’.

The proliferation of internet access allows television and radio stations, and newspapers, to be 
accessed in new ways. By 2006, radio stations were also becoming available via television cable 
packages and mobile communication devices were being used to access a range of audio and visual 
material and services. 

2.6	S ummary of Socio-economic Trends

Chapter 2 has provided a brief overview of socio-economic trends in Ireland between 1994 and 
2006, a period which witnessed a dramatic level of socio-economic change in the country.

A number of these trends can potentially help to provide ex ante insights as regards public engagement 
with, or participation in, the arts in Ireland in 2006 (in advance of the survey findings in Chapters 4 
to 8). For example:

	 •  A growing number of one-person households and households without children may 
	    mean that people in these households have more time to participate in events relating 
	    to the arts. This includes a growing number of retired people.

	 •  As most venues are in built-up population centres, continuing urbanisation means 
	    that more people are physically closer to arts venues in 2006 than was the case in 1994.
	    This is reinforced by increased car ownership and an improved road infrastructure.

	 •  On the other hand, longer commuting times to and from work, and the spread 
	     of population centres over larger areas, may make it hard for people to find the available
 	     time to attend and participate in arts-related events and activities.

	 •  Growth in income levels means that people are better able to attend arts events or 
	     to purchase arts-related items such as CDs, DVDs, books or works of art. 

	 •  Previous studies have shown a link between higher levels of education attained and 
	    a greater level of engagement with the arts. As the Irish population’s level of
 	    educational attainment gradually increases, this should support a greater involvement 
	    by people with the arts. 
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	 •  Growth in technology ownership has the potential to alter how people interact 
	     with the arts. The growth in the ownership of PCs by households, in internet access, 
	     and in ownership of mobile phones, may have led to new patterns of behaviour in 
	     relation to the arts beginning to emerge.

	 •  The growing trend of overseas travel, including for short breaks, may mean that 
	     people are attending more arts-related events on such trips.

The trends described in Chapter 2 were continuing in 2006. Indeed, in relation to some trends, such 
as population growth, immigration, and the proliferation of technology, the speed of change was 
higher in the years leading up to 2006 than in the years directly after 1994. In other words, insofar 
as a changing socio-economic context has implications for the behaviour of the Irish population in 
relation to the arts, these implications will continue for some time to come.
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3.1	 Purpose of Chapter

Chapter 3 reviews the environment of arts policy and provision that shaped the Irish public’s 
engagement with the arts in 1994-2006. Change in the arts, as in other areas of public life, is 
gradual but the 12 years since 1994 have seen unprecedented change on a number of fronts. 
This chapter draws attention to key changes in policy, provision and practice, placing emphasis on 
changes which are likely, directly or indirectly, to have altered the environment for public access to, 
enjoyment of, and participation in the arts. It is organised under a number of headings which group 
changes since 1994 in relation to specific themes. 

Chapter 3 does not pretend to be comprehensive nor to ascribe direct causal relationships between 
the changed context and alterations in public behaviour and attitudes.

3.2	C hanges in Policy and Organisational Environment

In 1992 the first cabinet minister for the arts in the history of the state was appointed and in 1993, 
the Department of Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht was established. On a number of occasions since, 
the department has been reconfigured and currently exists as the Department of Arts, Sport and 
Tourism10.

The co-existence of a government department with responsibility for the arts and of a long-standing 
autonomous statutory body for the promotion and development of the arts (the Arts Council was 
established under the 1951 Arts Act) required a new determination of responsibility for policy-making 
and for the development of the arts. Ultimately that determination was expressed in the Arts Act 
2003 which inter alia conferred certain functions in relation to the arts on the Minister; provided for 
the continuation of the Arts Council; broadened the definition of “the arts” to reflect contemporary 
understandings and practices11; and required local authorities to prepare and implement plans for 
the arts.

A feature of the 1994-2006 period has been a commitment to strategic planning for the arts at 
national and local level. The Arts Plan 1995-1997 (in practice extended to 1998) was the first of 
three such plans to be developed by the Arts Council in the period. The second was for 1999-2001 
and the third for 2002-2006. The first Arts Council appointed under the terms of the 2003 Arts Act 
published in late 2005 two complementary documents titled: Partnership for the Arts, Arts Council 
Goals 2006-2010 and Partnership for the Arts in practice 2006-2008.

3.3	C apital Development of Arts Venues

Public arts venues are critical to the relationship between the public and the arts. There has been 
a remarkable change in the number and quality of arts buildings created in the period1994-2006. 
Though some are dedicated working spaces for artists, most are public buildings designed to facilitate 
public access, participation and enjoyment of the arts. In many regional towns and cities, dedicated 
arts facilities now form part of the suite of local public amenities.

In January 1993 the Arts Council published A Capital Programme for the Arts 1994-1997 declaring 
that the lack of capital investment [was] a major barrier to necessary growth. In due course successive 

10  Except where appropriate, further references in the chapter are to the ‘Department of the Arts’.
11 Section 2 of the Act defines the arts as meaning any creative or interpretative expression (whether traditional or contemporary) in whatever form, 
   and includes, in particular, visual arts, theatre, literature, music, dance, opera, film, circus and architecture, and includes any medium when used 
   for those purposes.
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governments addressed this barrier, assisted by an improving macro-economic climate and the 
availability of EU funds. The ‘Cultural Development Incentive Scheme’ (CDIS) was introduced by the 
Department of the Arts in 1996 and contributed €25.5m to 30 arts organisations. In May 2000, 
CDIS was superseded by ACCESS, the ‘Arts and Culture Enhancement Support Scheme’. Its budget 
of €47.7m was allocated to 44 organisations, among which were 29 venues12.

Even these figures do not capture the full picture. In the first half of the period under review, Temple 
Bar (‘Dublin’s Cultural Quarter’) was created, with 12 new or significantly extended and refurbished 
cultural facilities created. Other projects include major developments in Collins Barracks, Dublin 
(1997) and Turlough Park, County Mayo (2001) of the National Museum of Ireland; the creation 
of the Millennium Wing of the National Gallery of Ireland (2002); the establishment of the Hunt 
Museum in Limerick (1997); the relocation and expansion of the Chester Beatty Library (2000); and 
the creation of the multi-venue Helix arts centre on the Dublin City University campus in Dublin 
(2002).

Auditoria, published by the Arts Council in 2004, was a survey of the physical infrastructure of the 
performing arts in 2000 and 2001. Its findings are indicative of the trends visible throughout the 
arts environment. Even its focus on the number of performing arts venues (theatres and arts centres) 
directly funded by the Arts Council reveals that in 1993-2001 the number of such theatres increased 
from 8 to 19 and the number of such arts centres increased from 9 to 20.

Investment by local authorities represents another important trend in arts capital development. 
Dublin City Council invested €13m in the re-development of Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane 
which re-opened in May 2006 after a programme of extension and refurbishment. Though the 
scale of this investment is exceptional, the trend is not, and indeed Dublin City Council developed 
other significant arts facilities in 2005 and 2006. Also noteworthy is the development by Leitrim 
County Council of the former courthouse in Carrick-on-Shannon into the new arts centre The Dock, 
the latest in a series of local authority-assisted or local authority-initiated arts venues. Even smaller 
counties like Leitrim, Louth and Carlow are firmly on the arts map in 2006, with the last of these 
planning a visual arts centre of national significance. The trend is nationwide: counties like Cavan, 
Donegal, Kildare, Laois, Longford, Meath, Monaghan, Tipperary, and Westmeath which traditionally 
were not strongly associated with dedicated arts facilities have joined the more long-standing circuit 
of arts venues. Some counties, such as Sligo, Galway, Kilkenny and Limerick, have gone on to 
develop a number of professional arts facilities.

Three new ‘counties’ resulting from the dissolution of Dublin County Council came into being in 
1994. All three now have major public arts venues developed by their local authorities. The Civic 
Theatre in Tallaght developed by South Dublin County Council opened in 1999; the Pavilion Theatre 
in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County opened in 2000; and Draíocht arts centre developed by Fingal 
County Council opened in 2001. These three major venues and the Mermaid arts centre in Bray, 
which opened in 2002, complete what is sometimes called the M50 circuit of venues. 

A challenge arising from all of this capital development is that of aligning capital expenditure 
programmes with ongoing revenue costs once facilities are operational. The Auditoria report drew 
attention to; “an ongoing revenue grant ‘liability’ for the Arts Council” [p.6], a point noted by 
Indecon/ PriceWaterhouse Coopers in Succeeding Better: A Review of the First Arts Plan 1995-
1998 : “It is essential that decisions for capital grants should be integrated with revenue funding 
decisions”.

12  In July 2006 ACCESS II was announced, with a budget of €20m for 2007-09. Some 70% of the fund is for the enhancement or refurbishment 
   of existing facilities, with 30% for new facilities.
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3.4	L ocal Government and the Arts 

As well as their important role in arts infrastructure, there are two other key measures of the growth 
of local government involvement in the arts - the provision of dedicated arts officers and the allocation 
of annual arts budgets. While all three indicators (buildings, staff and budgets) reveal different levels 
of attainment in each authority, there is no disputing the general upward trend over 1994-2006. 

The number of local authority arts officers increased from 17 at start-1994 to 33 in mid-2006. 
Furthermore, whereas the original model of a single city or county arts officer still obtains in some 
cases, the majority of local authorities now have an arts office with a number of professional staff, 
sometimes with a specialist function in an area like public art, youth arts or community arts. In 1990, 
the arts officer was the only member of staff employed in an arts office whereas, by 2006, there was 
an average of 2.5 staff members in each local authority. 

Net expenditure on the arts by local authorities (i.e. excluding grant-aid from the Arts Council and 
other sources or earned income) was €4.2m in 1994 and €55.3m in 2005. Even allowing for nearly 
€40m of that 2005 figure being for capital investment, this is a fourfold increase in direct spending 
by local authorities on the arts in a 12-year period.

Figure 3.1: Net Expenditure in the Arts by Local Authorities
 

Source: Arts Council

The Arts Council’s own investment in supporting local authority arts programmes has also increased. 
In 2003, the Arts Council allocated €1.64m to 31 local authorities for their annual arts programmes. 
By 2006, the grant funding for 33 local authorities and for Údarás na Gaeltachta for arts programmes 
at local level totalled €2.92m. This represented an increase of 13% on 2005 and an increase of over 
800% on the 1994 figure of €0.34m, awarded to 17 local authorities.
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Greater investment in the arts by local authorities is connected with the (arts) planning process noted 
above13. It both informs and is informed by a wider commitment to city and county development 
planning. This culture of planning and strategic management, aided by the introduction of Strategic 
Policy Committees in local authorities, and by the City/County Development Boards, has had the 
effect of locating the arts within a wider cultural and indeed socio-economic framework.  

3.5	 The Funding Environment

Notwithstanding increased investment by local authorities, the Arts Council remains the biggest 
single funder of the arts. The important roles of other agencies – RTÉ and the Irish Film Board 
especially - are outlined later in this chapter. The Department of the Arts provides direct funding 
to a number of key national arts and cultural institutions, including the National Concert Hall; the 
National Library of Ireland; the National Museum of Ireland; the Chester Beatty Library; the Irish 
Museum of Modern Art; and to the National Gallery of Ireland which has its own Exchequer Vote. 

Government grant-in-aid to the Arts Council comes from two sources, the exchequer and the 
National Lottery. In 1994 the Arts Council received approximately IEP£13.3m from government. In 
2006 it received €72.3m, an increase of over 400% in 12 years.

Figure 3.2: Arts Council Grant in Aid from Government, 1994-2006

 
Source: Arts Council

As Figure 3.2 shows, there has been a steady increase in Arts Council’s funding from government, with 
marked increases in 1995, in 1998 and in 2000. Following two years of relatively standstill funding in 
2001-02, and an 8% funding reduction in 2003, which negatively affected those organisations on 
the new multi-annual funding programme, the years 2004-06 renewed the upward trend. The 2006 
allocation of €72.3m represented an increase of 18.5% on 2005 which itself was a 16% increase 
on the 2004 sum.

The increases in the mid to late 1990s did coincide with a diminution in the significance of FÁS as 
a funder of the arts. Though difficult to quantify, the development of the arts required the Arts 

13  It should be noted, however, that a 2000 study by the International Arts Bureau found that, by international standards, the level of local government
   funding of the arts in Ireland is low. 
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Council to take responsibility for projects and programmes that had previously been supported, at 
least in part, by FÁS.

The National Sponsorship Survey published in 2006 by Business2Arts revealed that some €15m 
(in direct financial support) was invested by the corporate sector in the arts in Ireland in 2005. This 
represents an increase on the 1997 figure of €13m.

3.6	 Partnership and Development 

The ‘Rationale’ section in The Arts Plan 1999-2001 was an explicit representation by the Arts Council 
of itself as a development agency (and not just a funding body). But for a decade or more before 
that plan, it was clear the Arts Council understood that to fulfil its core mandate of promoting 
and developing the arts, it needed to forge alliances and strategic partnerships with agencies and 
institutions where there was a congruence of mission. The 1994-2006 period was distinguished by 
a partnership approach.

The 1999-2001 arts plan provided a list of 34 national bodies or sectors with which the Arts Council 
declared its intention to work. If not quite an A to Z of Irish society, it came close: from A for Aer 
Lingus to U for Údarás na Gaeltachta. The former was emblematic of a developing concern to 
address ‘the international agenda’ outlined in 3.7.4 below. The latter partnership was established 
in 1997 in response to concerns expressed by both organisations regarding arts development in 
Gaeltacht (Irish language speaking) areas. In 1998 Ealaín na Gaeltachta, a subsidiary of Údarás, was 
established and, after pilot work, a plan (2000-2003) with a budget of €1.7m provided equally by 
both partners was established. Its success led to a jointly published strategy for 2005-2009. 

This brief review does not allow for a description of all the partnerships or areas of joint action 
developed since 1994. What is known as ‘arts and health’ can serve to illustrate the more general 
movement towards partnership and joint actions. Almost unknown (and certainly unnamed) in 
Ireland in 1994 ‘arts and health’ is an area of practice with many applications, sometimes defined by 
specific constituencies of people and sometimes by physical settings ranging from acute hospitals to 
day care centres. It is a domain where there are dedicated organisations or projects (e.g Waterford 
Healing Arts Trust) as well as being, in other contexts, one strand of the wider work of an arts 
organisation (e.g. Music Network) or within a local authority arts programme (e.g. Sligo Arts Office). 
At local and national level the work brings together practitioners, service organisations and policy-
making bodies from the arts and health sectors. The publication by the Arts Council in 2003 of the 
extensive The Arts and Health Handbook is a measure of the developing significance of this area 
of work. That this is emblematic of the wider partnership model is captured in the introduction to 
that handbook which declares that it is “the start of a programme, described in the Arts Plan 2002-
2006, that seeks to support and advise agencies and organisations that bring the arts closer to local 
communities”. 

In his Evaluation of the Arts Plan 1999-2001, published by the Arts Council in 2001, Anthony Everitt 
states: “In Ireland as elsewhere in Europe there has been a shift from arts policy to cultural policy 
– that is, from supporting the arts purely for their intrinsic value to recognising that they also have 
valuable social and economic impacts.” [p.29]. For the most part, Irish policy-making has steered 
a middle course, with productive partnerships between the arts sector and inter alia bodies and 
interest groups in tourism, diplomacy, education, health, active age, libraries, urban renewal and 
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social regeneration. These last three merit a brief explanation.

The 1995-1997 Arts Plan proposed a partnership between the Arts Council and the Library Council 
and this led to the establishment in 1996 of the Public Libraries and the Arts Committee, resulting in 
a key report Arts and the Magic of the Word (1998). Development of the public library service – in 
both capital and operational terms - has embraced changing definitions of the library to be more 
akin to the dual model of  ‘learning site’ and ‘social space’ that also characterises contemporary 
understandings of museums and cultural institutions.

Temple Bar, with both national and international impact, exemplified the continuities between the arts 
and urban renewal on a large municipal scale. A similar impulse, grounded in specific communities 
and with a commitment to good practice in community development and the arts, is evident in the 
creation of the Axis Centre (2001) in Ballymun and in ongoing programmes in Ballymun and Fatima 
Mansions, among other locations. These are manifestations of a wider, if less visible, integration of 
artists and arts practice in contexts of physical development and/or social renewal.

3.7	C hanges in Artforms and Arts Practices

This section outlines some key changes in the practice of the arts in 1994-2006. By their nature, 
art forms alter and evolve constantly in both production and presentation for a range of reasons 
– aesthetic, technological, political and economic. The treatment that follows is necessarily selective, 
devoting attention to those forms and practices where there has been significant change in the past 
twelve years and / or where such change as has occurred has a strong bearing upon the focus of this 
study on public experience of the arts.

3.7.1	 Arts Venues

Though Arts Council funded venues are by no means the only public arts venues in the country, 
there has been strong growth in the number of venues in receipt of Arts Council funding14. In 
1994 there were 28 such venues, further sub-divided as 14 arts centres, eight theatres and six 
exhibition spaces. In 2005 that number was 7215, sub-divided by the Arts Council as five producing 
theatres, 13 galleries and 54 multi-disciplinary arts centres and performing arts venues, including 
three ‘traditional arts venues’. 

3.7.2	 Arts Festivals

Arts festivals are an important focus of public engagement with the arts. Whereas 35 festivals were 
funded by the Arts Council in 1994, 193 festivals and events (the term is the Arts Council’s) were 
funded in 2006. Of these, 53 received funding amounting to €6.56m and 140 were awarded 
€800,000 through the Council’s ‘Small Festivals Scheme’16. 

Apart from the increase in the number of festivals, there are other noteworthy changes. The scale 
and ambition of most festivals, and in some cases their duration, has increased significantly. There 
is a wider range of festivals than obtained in the mid-1990s. To the large multi-disciplinary arts 
festivals (such as Galway and Kilkenny) and the international single art form festivals (like the three 
major film festivals, Dublin Theatre Festival and Wexford Opera Festival), were added a wide range of 
local and regional arts festivals, many community festivals, and an increasing number of ‘specialist’ 

14  The Arts Council 2002 Annual Report states that: “Venues for the arts, with full-time professional management, provide year-round opportunities for 	
    people to experience the arts locally – whether in the performing arts (theatre, music, opera, dance), the visual arts or film.” 
15  Arts Council Background Discussion Paper (June 05) - Venues
16  Arts Council Background Discussion Paper (June 05) - Festivals and Events



48          

The Public and the Arts 2006

Chapter 3: Changes to Arts Policy and Provision 
                  since 1994 Study

festivals and summer or winter ‘schools’, defined by art form or genre (e.g. story-telling; fringe 
theatre; chamber music; poetry; early music; puppetry; dance), or by target audience (older people; 
children).

The Association of Irish Festival Events (AOIFE) reviewed the scale and activities of festivals in the Ireland 
in 200217. In terms of content or focus, 25% were music festivals; 19% were multi-disciplinary; 14% 
were street-event or carnival based; 7% were in literature; 4% were theatre; 3% were visual arts; 
3% in Irish language / culture; and 2% were dance. A further 3% were in the ‘other arts’ category. 
This study also revealed that the median number of events produced by each festival was 23.

Festivals, because they are often committed and designed to appeal to a wide audience and because, 
by necessity or desire, they present work in a diversity of venues (arts-dedicated, non-arts spaces, 
and the public realm of streets, parks and piers), have had the effect of broadening the working 
definition of an arts ‘event’. Taken with a general growth in outdoor performance from informal 
street entertainment to spectacle on a grand scale, as well as developments in modern circus, and 
with greater blurring between the lines demarcating theatre from comedy, the past decade has seen 
a greater diversity of practice embraced within the performing arts. The funding for the first time by 
the Arts Council of the St Patrick’s Festival in 1997 and the inclusion of circus in the definition of the 
arts in the 2003 Arts Act reflect this new reality.

3.7.3	 International Dimension 

The ‘international agenda’- to capture a range of related elements in one phrase - became increasingly 
evident in policy and programming between 1994 and 2006. Arts festivals have traditionally afforded 
the Irish public some opportunity to see work from abroad but since 1994 a range of initiatives has 
ensured much greater movement of Irish art and artists ‘in the other direction’. Participation in the 
Venice and Sao Paolo Biennales, cultural exchanges with China, events in 1996 like L’Imaginaire 
Irlandais (Paris) and the Ireland and its Diaspora Festival at the Frankfurt Book Fair, exemplify a 
trend that has developed since the mid 1990s. The establishment in 2005 of Culture Ireland (with a 
budget of €3m in 2006) as an agency replacing the Cultural Relations Committee of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs is the most recent formal policy spur to the growth of international visits and 
exchanges in the arts.

Cheaper flights have assisted greatly in increasing the mobility of Irish artists and cultural workers, 
as well as of the public. The arts are now a diplomatic and trading calling card, with possible 
consequences for public perceptions of their value. On a different but related plane, and again 
one that has become secure since 1994, cultural phenomena like Riverdance, the award of a Nobel 
Laureate, the regular appearance of Irish artists to receive Grammy, Tony, Oscar, BAFTA and Man-
Booker awards, and the international aura surrounding centenaries like those of Joyce and Beckett, 
position the arts prominently in the public consciousness. 

Chapter 2 indicated a growing ethnic diversity in the Irish population and, while implications for 
the arts remain unclear, a trend already evident is a greater inclination to programme arts work 
(especially music and dance) from other countries and cultures. This is evident in the context of 
festival programmes ranging from the local through to the high-profile Dun Laoghaire Festival of 
World Cultures. Its sixth annual festival in August 2006 involved artists from 50 different nations. 
The first Festival of African Arts and Culture (FESTAAC) also took place in Dublin in August 2006. 

17  Irish Festivals Irish Life (AOIFE, 2003) by Fiona Goh Consulting was based on input from 103 festivals (22% of the 469 festival organisers contacted).
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AOIFE reports that an increasing number of local festivals have elements dedicated to featuring 
music and other cultural forms from countries such as Brazil, Poland and Latvia, especially if natives 
of those countries are living in the community hosting the festival.

3.7.4 Architecture

Architecture has become more embedded into formal arts policy and provision than was the case 
in 1994. A formal government policy on architecture was established in 1997, leading to an action 
programme Action on Architecture 2002-2005. In 2003, responsibility for architecture policy was 
transferred to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. In 1997 the Arts 
Council appointed an architecture consultant to its staff for the first time, and in 1998 a separate 
budget head for architecture was established, having previously formed part of the visual arts 
portfolio. 

The establishment in 2005 of the Irish Architecture Foundation, with an Arts Council seed grant 
of €80,000 - more than the Council’s entire spending on architecture just seven years earlier – is 
emblematic of a growing commitment by a range of public agencies, and of a growing public 
interest in this art form. Complementing the specific missions of, among others, the Royal Institute 
of Architects of Ireland (RIAI), the Architectural Association of Ireland (AAI), the Irish Architectural 
Archive, and the Office of Public Works (which manages inter alia a portfolio of buildings for central 
government and a public building programme), the new Irish Architecture Foundation declares itself 
to be: “a focal point for the many people and organisations who wish to champion the power of 
architecture and urban design to transform lives and improve the places where we live and work”. 

The ever-increasing quality and growing public interest in the AAI’s annual awards; the participation 
of Irish architects at the Venice Bienniale exhibition of architecture for the first time in 2000 (and in 
subsequent exhibitions); the increased confidence in contemporary architecture displayed by local 
authorities in the design of bridges, housing, public amenities, and indeed their own county halls 
and headquarters – these and other features signal a step-change in public attitudes, policy and 
provision in architecture in 1994-2006.

3.7.5	 Public Art

Public art refers in the main to significant interventions into the public realm by artists. Traditionally, 
public art has been synonymous with the visual arts, and sculpture especially, but in recent years such 
understandings and practices have been challenged and broadened. In Ireland, this field of work can 
be traced back to the ‘Artistic Embellishment Scheme’ introduced in 1986 by the Department of the 
Environment and now known as the ‘Per Cent for Art Scheme.’

In 1997 the scheme was reviewed and the findings published in the Public Art Research Project 
- Steering Group Report to Government. Its recommendations were approved and, as a result, all 
Government Departments with construction budgets implemented the Per Cent for Art Scheme. 
Given the volume of public construction projects (the 2006 National Development Plan estimated 
that, in constant 1999 prices, public transport investment alone would rise from an annual average 
of €1.32 billion in 1994-99 to an annual average of €2.12 billion for 2000-06), an unprecedented 
amount of public art was created in 1994-2006, leading to the development of policy-driven 
strategies by some local authorities and updated national direction through the 2004 publication of 
Public Art: Per Cent for Art Scheme General National Guidelines.
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Recent years have seen local and other public authorities pool funds from different projects to create 
a more limited number of significant interventions. Such flexibility by commissioning authorities 
mirrors the development of a wider palette of possibilities in terms of what is seen as constituting 
public art.

3.7.6	 Traditional Arts

Traditional Arts, and especially traditional music, by their nature have a primary position in the 
Irish cultural landscape. The 2003 Arts Act facilitated the establishment of a (temporary) Special 
Committee on the Traditional Arts within the organisational framework of the Arts Council. That 
committee’s report set out a framework for policy and provision in this domain and in 2005 the Arts 
Council published a policy paper that defined the traditional arts as comprising: “our traditional 
music, song and dance, and oral arts such as storytelling and ‘agallamh beirte’18.”

The Arts Council received €500,000 from the Minister for the Arts to allow work under the Traditional 
Arts Initiative to begin in 2005 and the Council allocated €3 million to the initiative for its first full 
year (2006). The initiative is intended to prioritise the traditional arts for a fixed period, to realise the 
ambition of mainstreaming the traditional arts in the Council’s activities.

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, (CCÉ) which has over 400 branches in Ireland and overseas, is currently 
half-way through the implementation of a 5-year development programme (2004-2009). A national 
network of 8 Regional Centres and some 15 Outreach Centres is being created, designed to provide 
physical spaces, key personnel, recording and other equipment, and online access to the CCÉ national 
archive, as a means of developing support for the voluntary music-making and teaching that are 
central to the organisation’s mission.

3.7.7	 Education and Young People

Though the acknowledged relative neglect of the arts within the formal education system and the 
relative neglect of young people within public arts provision persists, a number of important changes  
occurred in this sector in the past twelve years, as a result of official initiatives or otherwise. New 
arts curricula have been, or are being introduced in primary education, with significant investment 
in the professional development of the teachers charged with their implementation. Despite this, 
the immense challenge represented by generalist primary teachers, however skilled and motivated, 
delivering a high-quality, developmental arts education to the country’s primary school children 
remains. 

The number of arts organisations with specialist education staff, programmes and services and the 
number of arts festivals and events for young people has increased significantly in the past decade. 
More and more, local authority arts programmes pay special attention to young people, with some 
counties (e.g. Sligo and Wexford) having sustained, high-quality arts education projects.

Established services and programmes like IMMA’s education and community work, theatre-in-
education companies like Graffiti in Cork (recently housed in customised premises) and TEAM 
(entering its fourth decade of service to schools), have been supplemented by new projects. The 
Ark, Europe’s first custom-designed arts centre for children, opened in 1995 in Temple Bar. Baboró, 
the Galway-based children’s arts festival, began in 1997 and has encouraged other such initiatives, 
sometimes autonomous, sometimes as an element of a larger festival, and sometimes as a strand of 

18  Background Discussion Paper (May 2005) p.1
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the annual programme of an arts centre. The Kilkenny-based Barnstorm has a track record of touring 
children’s theatre that covers the same period as this study.

The increased volume of such work on the ground parallels a steady stream of reports and studies 
that promote good practice or policy-driven strategic development in this domain. One of the most 
significant is the feasibility study A National System of Local Music Education Services (2003) prepared 
by Music Network and involving a partnership between that organisation, the Arts Council, and the 
Departments of Arts and of Education and Science.  More recently, Artists ~ Schools Guidelines: 
Towards Best Practice in Ireland (2006), also the product of an Arts Council partnership with the 
Department of Education and Science, addresses the increasing range of engagements between 
schools and professional artists of all disciplines. 

In the field of youth arts, the period under review was framed by Making Youth Arts Work: The Final 
Report of the National Youth Arts Committee (1993) and The Participation of Young People in the 
Arts in Ireland (2002). The former seminal report led to the establishment of the National Youth Arts 
Programme (NYAP) which is a core activity of the National Youth Council of Ireland and is supported 
by both the Arts Council and the Youth Affairs section of the Department of Education and Science. 
One clear indicator of increased participation in youth arts is provided by surveys undertaken by the 
National Association for Youth Drama which show an increase in the number of NAYD-member 
youth theatres nationally from 33 in 1997 to 51 in 2006. The number of young people participating 
in these youth theatres rose in the same period: from 1,530 to 2,626.

Policy and strategy in the related domains of arts education, youth arts, and public arts provision for 
children and young people now sit within a wider frame of reference to do with children’s rights. 
The publication in 2000 by government of a national children’s strategy Our Children – Their Lives, 
the appointment in 2003 of Ireland’s first Ombudsman for Children, and the establishment in 2005 
of the Office of the Minister for Children, incorporating the National Children’s Office, are indicative 
of greatly increased attention to the issue of the welfare and development of children, inclusive of 
provision for children’s cultural development.

While the emphasis in this section has been on young people, the working definitions of education 
in many services are broader and espouse life-long learning, a principle that has matured significantly 
and influenced practice in the past decade. Another important feature of the period under review is 
the significant growth in arts activity by and for older people. ‘Bealtaine’ - the annual national arts 
festival celebrating creativity in older people organised by Age and Opportunity and established in 
1996 - is the most visible manifestation of this developing trend.

3.7.8	 Broadcasting

Chapter 2 discussed aspects of the broadcasting changes in the 1994-2006 period. The number of 
television channels (both terrestrial and satellite) and the number of television sets per household 
have increased greatly. In 2004, for example, 16% of Irish households had three or more television 
sets, indicating that one or more bedrooms have television sets, facilitating individual viewing within 
the family home. The period under review saw a move from video to the technically superior, relative 
inexpensive and significantly enriched content options of DVD.
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Of the new television channels, TG4 (1996) and TV3 (1998), the former has a specific cultural remit. 
In addition to a concentration on Irish language programming, inclusive of news, current affairs, 
drama, soap opera, documentary, and animation, TG4 pays particular attention to traditional music 
and to Gaelic games. A strand of its programming has been art-house film from around the world.

There have been developments in radio also. RTÉ LyricFM, which began broadcasting in 1999, and 
had a steady national 3% share of listeners, places special emphasis on classical music as well as jazz, 
traditional, world and popular musics, accompanied by information, review and reporting functions 
in relation to the arts and the cultural field generally. Music and arts programming also feature on 
the schedules of some of the other new commercial and community radio stations established since 
1994.

Aside from its central role in the musical life of Ireland19, the national broadcaster RTÉ plays a critical 
role in the fields of film, television drama and general arts broadcasting. RTÉ’s televised arts output 
since 1994 has been characterised by greater consistency in the broadcasting of arts review and 
magazine programmes; the commissioning and exhibition of arts documentaries; the development 
of independent programming with attendant arts benefits; and indigenous television Drama (one-
offs and series).

3.7.9	 Film

Film production in Ireland is largely the responsibility of the Irish Film Board, restored in 1993 after 
a number of years in abeyance, and funded by the Department of Arts. Section 481 of the 1997 
Taxes Consolidation Act (formerly Section 35 of the 1987 Finance Act) provides the key instrument 
for assisting national and international film production. This provision was revised in 2005 to allow 
80% of expenditure to be eligible for tax relief and raising the ceiling on qualifying expenditure for 
a film from €15m to €35m.

Table 3.1 provides data on the number of films (Irish and international) made in Ireland in selected 
years.

Table 3.1: Projects Certified (Section 481) and Associated Spend, Selected Years

Year		    No. of Projects 	        Total                     Total Irish             Section 481
		    Certified  	                    Spend (€m)         Spend (€m)          Amount (€m)

1994

1998

2002

2005

Source: Website of Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, August 2006

The restoration of the Irish Film Board in 1993 assisted the Arts Council and other organisations with 
a remit or interest in the development of film to clarify their respective roles and to define areas for 

19  RTÉ maintains the 89-piece National Symphony Orchestra, the 45-piece RTÉ Concert Orchestra, the RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 
    and two choirs: the RTÉ Philharmonic Choir and RTÉ Cór na nÓg.

11

32

22

28

€100.3m

€191.9m

€142.9m

€125.5m

€56.9m

€104.1m

€87.9m

€63.9m

€46.6m

€93.8m

€62.2m

€54.8m
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partnership and joint action. The Arts Council increased its own spending on film between 1994 
and 2006 and has also been part of joint projects with TG4, RTÉ and the Film Board in financing 
animation and arts documentaries. The Arts Council’s concerns, as set out in its discussion paper of 
June 2005 produced in the lead-up to issuing Partnership For The Arts (2006-2008), are “to support 
cultural cinema, the individual artist and organisations who aim to maintain ‘the distinct voice’ 
within a global framework of Irish film”.

3.7.10	 Changing Technology

The growth in access to PCs and the internet was discussed in Chapter 2. Technology and art have 
always been symbiotic, with materials and tools in a state of constant evolutionary dialogue, as 
primary art instruments or as transmitting media. Changes in this domain in 1994-2006 have been 
exponential rather than evolutionary. The general public now has access to an unprecedented range 
of technologies and media including the internet, mobile phones, DVD, portable media players, 
computer games, and digital cameras. These and a wide range of inter-connected facilities and 
functions are now ubiquitous in our culture, though unknown or marginal in 1994. A live podcast 
of a concert to a mobile phone is a contemporary cultural experience.

Such technologies, whether used for data storage or for creative purposes, allow for cultural 
experiences to be woven into the day as opposed to segmented into a portion of the day; they 
allow for an increasing degree of interaction and of personal selection / editing; and they affect 
significantly the production and consumption of cultural forms, especially in music and film / video. 

These new technologies and media are of particular interest to artists committed to innovation 
and experimentation and to artists dedicated to inter-disciplinary work. Digital technology has 
influenced practice in contemporary visual art and related disciplines and opened up a wide range of 
possibilities in production and presentation. For example, video as a digital medium in combination 
with the convergence of media has become extraordinarily diverse and crosses into many different 
media practices, such as Interactive Cinema, 3D-Animation, Motion Graphics, Interactive Television, 
Internet Art, and Computer Games.

More conventionally, processes like CAD (Computer-Aided Design) change the working practices 
of visual artists and architects. Such technologies also blur the lines between maker and spectator 
and between art and entertainment / advertising. The very word literacy and terms like reading and 
publishing are more fluid than a decade ago.

3.8	S ummary of Key Changes to Arts Policy and Provision 

Chapter 3 draws attention to a number of trends in Irish arts policy and provision between 1994 and 
2006 which help to place the findings of this 2006 study in context.

	 •  The existence of a government department with a specific arts remit, the emergence 
	     of a greater use of planning in the arts, and the positive macro-economic environment
	     have all helped to provide a greater level of arts funding in Ireland. Arts funding has 
	     grown over the period at a rate well ahead of inflation.

	 •  The period 1994-2006 has seen the development of a range of new arts venues, 
	     covering the different art forms and located in all parts of the country. 
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	 •  Local government has moved from a position of having a limited involvement in the arts 
	     in 1994 to having a significant involvement in 2006, through capital development and
	     through policy-led and strategically-driven local arts programmes and services. 
	     Local authorities also play a major role in the provision of public art.

	 •  The reach of the arts has been extended by the incorporation of arts provision 
	     within wider social, economic and community programmes and by the deliberate 
	     policy of the Arts Council to engage in a range of partnerships with other bodies 
	     and agencies.

	 •  Changes in specific areas include increased funding for festivals; increased international 
	     recognition of Irish art and artists; more emphasis on architecture as an art form; 
	     increased provision for the traditional arts; more emphasis on arts provision for young 
	     people; more arts programming available on radio and television; and a film sector that 
	     is more vibrant in 2006 than in 1994.

	 •  As also discussed in Chapter 2, the proliferation of new technologies is changing 
	     the experience both of creating and experiencing the arts.
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4.1	A ttitudes towards the Arts

Chapter 4 is the first of five chapters which present the findings of the 2006 study. A core objective 
of the study was to explore people’s attitudes towards the arts. In this regard, people were invited 
to give their view on 13 statements relating to the arts and how the arts form part of their lives. The 
responses are shown below. 

Table 4.1: Attitudes of Irish People towards the Arts in 2006 (%)

	S tatement 		      Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither agree   Disagree   Strongly 
	 about the Arts				               nor disagree                      disagree

1. 	A rts education in schools 
	 is as important as science 
	 education
2. 	A rts activity helps to bring 
	 visitors and tourists to Ireland
3. 	 The arts have become more 
	 available in the past 10 years
4. 	F amily support and interest is 
	 the most important factor for a 
	 person to develop an interest in 
	 the arts
5. 	A s much importance should be 
	 given to providing arts amenities 
	 as is given to providing sports 
	 amenities
6. 	L ack of arts education at school 
	 is a significant obstacle to 
	 developing an interest in the arts
7. 	 Today’s arts and artists are as 
	 important to our society as the 
	 legacy of the arts and artists of 
	 the past
8. 	I  am interested in the arts
9. 	 The arts play an important and 
	 valuable role in a modern society 
	 such as Ireland
10. 	 The arts from different cultures 
	 give us an insight into the lives of 
	 people from different cultures
11. 	 The current level of spending on 
	 the arts should be maintained even 
	 in times of economic recession
12. 	I n the current economic 
	 environment, government 
	 spending on the arts should be 
	 increased
13. 	S pending on the arts by your local 
	 authority should be increased

Figures based on between 1,085 and 1,201 responses (varied by statement)
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Table 4.1 indicates that that the Irish people generally have very positive views towards the arts20. 
For example:
	 • People feel that the arts are important in education, with more than four out 
	    of every five people saying that arts education is as important as science education 
	    for children and young people;
	 • People support the trend of investing in arts amenities, with three out of every four 
	    people saying that as much importance should be given to providing arts amenities as 
	    is given to providing sports amenities;
	 • Almost nine out every ten people believe that the arts play an important and valuable 
	    role in a modern society such as that of Ireland;
	 • In an increasingly multi-cultural Ireland, almost nine out of ten people believe that the 
	    arts from different cultures give us an insight into the lives of people from 
	    different cultures;
	 •  Almost seven out of ten people believe that spending on the arts should be safeguarded 
	    in times of economic recession, with almost the same number believing that 2006 
	    government spending on the arts should be increased.

Table 4.1 also shows that 85% believe that the arts have become ‘more available’ in the decade 
leading up to 2006, with only 4% disagreeing with this statement.

The previous 1994 study also found generally positive attitudes towards the arts among Irish people, 
but Table 4.2 shows that these positive attitudes have strengthened further in the intervening 12 
years.

	 Table 4.2: Irish Attitudes towards the Arts, Selected Statements, 
		        1994 and 2006 (%)

	S tatement about the Arts			E   ither Agree or Strongly Agree
							     
								        2006		  1994

	A rts education in schools is as 

	   important as science education

	A rts activity helps to bring visitors 

	   and tourists to Ireland

	 The arts have become more available 

	   in the past 10 years

	A s much importance should be given 

	   to providing arts amenities as is given 

	   to providing sports amenities

	 The current level of spending on the arts 

	   should be maintained even in times of 

	   economic recession

Figures based on 1,085-1,201 responses in 2006 (varied by statement) and 1,200 responses in 1994

82

91

85

75

69

73

89

84

66

60

20  As stated in Chapter 1, the results are based on a survey of 1,210 people at 100 locations around Ireland. As with any survey, the results are 
   therefore subject to a margin of error – see Annex 2. The full questions are contained in the survey questionnaire, attached as Annex 3
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The average score for the combination of ‘agree’ and ‘strongly agree’ for the above five statements 
in 1994 was 74%. This figure had risen to 80% in 2006. While the actual figure varies by statement, 
one can say that, on average, four out of every five Irish people believe the arts are important to Irish 
society and have positive attitudes towards them.

While attitudes towards the arts are positive for both males and females, Table 4.3 shows that 
attitudes are more positive among women. 

	 Table 4.3: Attitudes towards Statements about the Arts in 2006 
	  	        by Gender (%)

	 Attitudes to the arts				       Either Agree or Strongly Agree	
								        Male	   	  Female

	A rts education in schools is 
	 as important as science education
	A rts activity helps to bring visitors 
	 and tourists to Ireland
	 The arts have become more available 
	 in the past 10 years
	F amily support and interest is the most 
	 important factor for a person to develop 
	 an interest in the arts
	A s much importance should be given 
	 to providing arts amenities as is given to 
	 providing sports amenities
	L ack of arts education at school is a 
	 significant obstacle to developing an 
	 interest in the arts
	 Today’s arts and artists are as important 
	 to our society as the legacy of the arts 
	 and artists of the past
	I  am interested in the arts
	 The arts play an important and valuable 
	 role in a modern society such as Ireland
	 The arts from different cultures give 
	 us an insight into the lives of people from 
	 different cultures
	 The current level of spending on the arts 
	 should be maintained even in times of 
	 economic recession
	I n the context of the current economic 
	 environment, government spending on the
	 arts should be increased
	S pending on the arts by your local authority 
	 should be increased

Figures based on between 1,085 and 1,201 responses (varied by statement) 
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The biggest gender gap relates to the statement: ‘I am interested in the arts’, with which 83% of 
women agreed or strongly agreed with, compared to 68% of men. These figures are consistent with 
earlier figures presented in this study, showing somewhat higher levels of attendance by women 
at arts events and somewhat higher levels of arts participation/membership of an arts-related club/
taking of arts-related classes.

A further breakdown of responses in relation to having an interest in the arts is shown in Table 4.4.

	 Table 4.4: Analysis of Reponses to Statement: “I am interested in the arts” (%)

	O ccupational Class:

		M  iddle Class

		S  killed Working Class

		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class

		F  armers

	A rea: 

		U  rban

		R  ural

	R egion:

		D  ublin

		R  est of Leinster

		M  unster

		C  onnaught/Ulster

	A ge:

		  15-24

		  25-34

		  35-44

		  45-54

		  55-64

		  65+	

Note: Figures are those who either ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’
Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 4.4 suggests that a majority of people in all occupational classes, in all regions, in urban and 
rural areas and with all kinds of educational backgrounds say that they are interested in the arts.
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4.2	A ttitudes towards Spending on the Arts

The previous section showed that 69% of people believe spending on the arts should be maintained 
even in times of recession while 56% believe that government spending on the arts in 2006 should 
be increased.

A breakdown of this latter figure is shown below for different groups in the population. The full 
statement in the questionnaire to which these figures refer was: “In the context of the current 
economic environment, government spending on the arts should be increased (even if that means a 
cut or a smaller increase elsewhere in government spending)”. 

	 Table 4.5: Analysis of Support for Increasing Government Spending 
		        on the Arts (%)

	O ccupational Class:

		M  iddle Class

		S  killed Working Class

		S  emi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class

		F  armers

	G ender: 

		W  omen

		M  en

	A rea: 

		U  rban

		R  ural

	R egion:

		D  ublin

		R  est of Leinster

		M  unster

		C  onnaught/Ulster

	A ge:

		  15-24

		  25-34

		  35-44

		  45-54

		  55-64

		  65+	

Notes: Figures are for those who ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’
          Terms used in the data analysis are defined in Table A2.1
Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 4.5 indicates that support for increased spending on the arts is broadly based, with support 
strongest in the middle class, with women, with people aged under 25 and aged 45-64 and with 
people in the ‘Rest of Leinster’ and Munster regions. 
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To explore this issue further, people were asked a more detailed question. This involved presenting 
respondents with the following table, which shows the approximate amounts of money spent by the 
government on a range of organisations and services in 2006. Figures above and below the arts/culture 
budget were deliberately chosen to help people to place arts/culture spending in perspective. 

	 Table 4.6: Irish Government Spending on Different Areas per adult in 2006

	 Spending Area						A      pprox. 2006 Spend (€)

	H ealth Service Executive					     3,500

	 Primary Education						         720

	I nternational Co-operation and Overseas Aid			      180

	 Prison Service							          100

	 Arts and Culture	 	 	 	 	 	      44

	IDA  Ireland							            41

	S ports related spending					          31

	C ourts Service							            24

	B ord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM)					          13
	
Note: Table was shown to respondents as part of the survey interview process
Figures compiled from the Revised 2006 Estimates for Public Service Expenditure taken from the Department of Finance 
website in June 2006. Based on population figure for those aged 15 and over of 3.35m people.

Having been shown the above list, respondents were asked for their view on the amount of money 
spent on arts and culture, in the context of overall government spending. The first option was that 
arts/culture spending was ‘too high and should be decreased’ with people then offered options 
that spending was ‘about right’, was ‘too low and should be increased’ or that they didn’t know. 
Responses are shown below.

Figure 4.1: Attitudes towards 2006 Spending on Arts and Culture (%)

 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Don’t Know
19%

Too high and 
should be 
decreased

5%

Too low and 
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41%
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The figure of 19% for ‘don’t knows’ may reflect the complexity of this question. However, Figure 
4.1 shows that only 5% of people said they think government spending on the arts is too high and 
should be decreased; some 35% said they think 2006 expenditure levels were ‘about right’, while 
41% wanted spending to increase. Excluding the ‘don’t knows’, exactly 50% would like to see arts/
culture spending increase, and 43% would like it to stay at its current level.

4.3	 Priorities for Arts Spending

Aside from the issue of the amount of spending on the arts, the study also explored people’s 
preferences in terms of the allocation of arts spending. In this regard, people were given eight 
options (identical to the options given in 1994) and asked for their first and second priorities. The 
results are shown below.

	 Table 4.7: Priorities for Spending on the Arts (%)

	S pending Priorities				        1st Choice		  2nd Choice

	A rts programmes and facilities dedicated

	   to working for and with children and 

	   young people

	L ocal amateur and community 

	   based-arts activity		

	A rts programmes directed at areas 

	   of social disadvantage		

	N ational organisations and events 

	   such as Abbey Theatre, Galway Arts Festival, 

	   Wexford Festival Opera, Siamsa Tíre		

	 Professional arts groups and venues operating 

	   at local and regional level		

	N ew and experimental work in the arts		

	A rts work and arts events in the Irish language 		

	 The work of individual professional artists such 

	   as writers, painters, composers		

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 4.7 indicates that the top priority for people in terms of arts spending is for spending targeted 
at children and young people. Almost one-third of people chose this option as their first choice and 
over half put this option as their first or second choice. 

The two other main options chosen by people related to local amateur and community-based arts 
and programmes targeting areas of social disadvantage. Together with the children/young people 
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option, these three options were chosen by 63% of people as their first choice and 70% of people 
as their second choice.

The presentation of the options in Table 4.7 as separate is somewhat misleading as they are not 
mutually exclusive. For example, provision of the arts to children and young people, or in areas of 
social disadvantage, requires funding for individual artists to allow these objectives to be achieved. As 
such, funding for individual artists is intrinsic to the end outputs that respondents desire.

Analysis of the data shows evidence of differences in emphasis across occupational class groups. 
Middle class respondents are relatively more in favour of national organisations/events and 
professional arts groups/venues at regional local level than the national average. On the other hand, 
the unskilled working class occupational group is relatively more in favour of spending on local 
amateur and community-based arts activity than the national average. However, the first priority for 
all occupational groupings is the children/young people option. 

Further analysis shows that 25% of respondents in rural areas chose the local/ community option as 
their first choice, compared to 13% in urban areas.

A comparison of the spending priorities chosen by the public in 1994 and 2006 is provided in Table 
4.8.

	 Table 4.8: Priorities for Spending on the Arts, 2006 and 1994 (%)
	
								             2006	           1994

					                			  1st 	 2nd 	     1st 	       2nd
							                Choice   Choice    Choice    Choice

	C hildren and Young People

	L ocal amateur and community-based arts

	D irected at areas of Social Disadvantage

	N ational organizations and events

	 Professional arts groups operating at local 

	   and regional level

	N ew and experimental work

	W ork and events in the Irish language

	W ork of individual professional artists

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Table 4.8 shows that the top two priorities in 2006 were also the top two priorities in 1994. However, 
there has been an increase in the desire for spending on children/young people over the period, as 
well as an increase in the proportion of people favouring spending on areas of social disadvantage. 

Support for new/experimental work, work in the Irish language and the work of individual artists 
has remained relatively solid. Support for Irish language arts is up slightly since 1994, being the first 
spending priority for 6% of the population.
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4.4	A wareness of Local Arts Services
 
Respondents were asked two questions on their awareness of local arts services. Chapter 3 discussed 
the growing importance of Irish local authorities in relation to the arts, with a major change since 
1994 being the widespread employment of local authority arts officers. The study asked people 
whether they knew their local authority now employs a specialist arts officer and the answers are 
shown in Figure 4.2.

Figure 4.2: Awareness of Local Authority Arts Officers

        
Note: ‘No’ figure combines 74% ‘No’ and 6% ‘Don’t Know’  
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Insofar as awareness of the arts officers indicates an awareness of the general work of the local 
authorities in relation to the arts, Figure 4.2 indicates a gap in public awareness about the increased 
(and increasing) role of local authorities in this regard.

People were then asked if knew of an arts centre close to them, with arts centres defined as centres 
that are publicly funded, dedicated spaces for use for arts events and performances. Some 43% of 
people said that they did, with 46% saying they did not and 11% being unsure. Again, this seems to 
indicate potential to increase awareness of local arts services and facilities. 
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5.1	A ttendance at Arts Events 2006	

Chapter 5 presents information that relates primarily to the attendance by Irish people at events 
relating to the arts. It includes information on frequency of attendance; on the nature of performance 
(professional/non-professional); on festivals and venues attended; on how people book tickets; and 
on engagement with public art. Where applicable, information is compared to the results of the 
1994 study21, and detailed analysis of the data (e.g. by gender or region) is provided for a number 
of questions. 

The questionnaire asked respondents to indicate, from a list of activities relating to the arts, which kinds 
of activities they had attended in the previous 12 months, in Ireland or elsewhere. The questionnaire 
emphasised that, by attendance, it meant that the person had gone out to a performance, to the 
cinema, to a concert etc. 

A total of 85% of the population had attended at least one relevant arts-related activity in the 
previous 12 months.

This figure was up slightly from a level of 83% in 1994, although a number of new categories of arts 
events were added in 2006 – including circus, stand-up comedy and open-air street theatre/spectacle. 
Figure 5.1 shows that between 13% and 19% of the population had attended each of these three 
new options during the previous year.

As in 1994, mainstream film was the most popular category of event attended. Figure 5.1 shows 
a wide variation in attendance at the different types of arts events, from the 57% of people who 
attended a mainstream film down to under 5% of the population attending events relating to opera, 
contemporary dance and ballet.

21  Where comparisons are made with the 1994 study, the comparisons are as close as possible to the 1994 data. In some cases, individual 
    categories in 1994 were aggregated for the purpose of comparison with the 1983 figures when detailed (cross-tabulation) analysis 
    was being undertaken. 
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Figure 5.1: Attendance at Arts Activities in Previous 12 months
 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 5.1 shows that well over half the population had attended a film in the previous year. There is 
then a gap to the next most popular arts-related activities, with between one-quarter and one-third of 
people having attended a play or having gone to a rock or pop music or event. Just under one-fifth of 
the population had been to a traditional Irish or folk music event or open-air street theatre/spectacle 
in the previous year.

Table 5.1 compares attendance rates in 2006 and 1994.
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	 Table 5.1:  Attendance at Arts Activities in 2006 and 1994

	 Category of Event			   Proportion which attended (%)
	
						            2006	       1994

	M ainstream Film

	A  Play

	R ock or Popular music

	O pen-air street theatre/spectacle

	 Traditional Irish or Folk Music 

	S tand-up comedy

	M usical 

	V ariety Show/Pantomime

	A rt Exhibitions 

	C ircus

	C ountry & Western Music

	 Traditional/Folk Dance

	 Jazz/Blues music

	C lassical music concert or recital

	A rt-House film

	W orld music

	R eadings (e.g. literature/poetry)

	O pera 

	C ontemporary Dance

	B allet

	O ther live music performance

	O ther dance performance	

 Notes: In 1994, ‘Mainstream Film’ was called ‘Mainstream US/British film’ and ‘Art-House film’ was called 
‘Art-House/subtitled/foreign film’.
 n/a (‘not applicable’) if comparison not possible as category not included in 1994.
 For ‘classical music concert or recital’; in 1994, 9% referred to orchestral music and 7% to choral music. Thus 9% 
 may underestimate figure for 1994. 

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 responses in 1994 

A number of points emerge from Table 5.1:

	 • Two of the top three items which people attend (mainstream film and rock/pop 
	    music event) increased in popularity between 1994 and 2006;
	 • There were smaller increases in absolute terms (within the margin of error) for literature/	
	    poetry readings 
	    and for contemporary dance;
	 • People were less likely in 2006 than in 1994 to attend a range of types of event, with 
	    the largest falls being for variety show/pantomime (fall of 15%); art exhibition 
	    (fall of 8%); country and western music performance (fall of 7%); and a play (fall of 7%);
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	 • As stated, a number of kinds of events that were not given as options in the 1994 
	    study were attended by between 10% and 20% of the population in 200622.

5.2	A nalysis of Attendance at Arts Events

5.2.1	 Arts Attendance and Gender

Figure 5.2 breaks down the information on arts attendance, provided above, for women and men, 
with differences apparent for some artforms23. The proportion of women who had attended any arts 
event in the previous year was 86% and the proportion of men was 83%.

Figure 5.2: Attendance at Selected Art Activities in Previous Year, by Gender
 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 5.2 shows that women are more likely than men to attend a play, a musical, a variety show/
pantomime, an art exhibition or a circus. Men are more likely to attend rock or pop music events 
and stand-up comedy with women and men equally likely to attend film or traditional Irish or folk 
music events.

Other findings show that some 5% of women had attended a contemporary dance event in the 
previous year compared to 1% of men, and 7% of women had attended a literature/poetry reading 
compared to 3% of men.

22  Limited comparisons are possible with the 1981 data but 1981 attendance data shows figures for film (37%); a play (20%); performance of
    traditional music (21%); a popular music performance (17%); a classical music performance (9%); an exhibition of paintings or sculpture (8%); 
    and ballet (3%). 
23  As well as the information provided in this section, further analysis of the arts attendance data is provided in Annex 1
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5.2.2	 Arts Attendance and Age

Table 5.2 shows attendance at arts events by age. It shows that different age patterns exist for 
different art forms. The final row shows that attendance at any arts event is highest in the 15-24 age 
group but remains high for all age groups up to 65+.
 
	 Table 5.2: Attendance at Selected Arts Activities in Previous 
	       	       12 months, by Age (%)

	 Category of Event	        All Respondents			       Age

							         15-24	  25-34	  35-44	  45-54  55-64   65+

	M ainstream Film

	A  Play							     

	R ock/Pop Music							     

	 Trad Irish or Folk Music							    

	O pen-air Street Theatre/

	   Spectacle							     

	S tand-up Comedy							     

	M usicals							     

	A rt Exhibition							     

	C lassical Music Concert/

	   Recital							     

	A ny Arts Event	 						    

Figures based on 1,210 responses

For film, and for rock/pop music events, attendance is highest for those aged 15-24 and declines as 
people get older. For street theatre and stand-up comedy, the highest attendance is in the 25-34 age 
group. For plays, traditional Irish/folk music, musicals, art exhibitions and classical musical concerts/
recitals, there is a fairly steady level of attendance from all age groups.

5.2.3	 Arts Attendance and Occupational Class/Income

Table 5.3 presents the 2006 data by occupational class and compares the data to that of 1994. The 
final row of the table shows that some 93% of middle class people attended at least one arts event 
in the previous year. This figure was 84% for skilled working class people and 71% for semi-skilled 
or unskilled working class people. For farmers (which covers a range of income levels), attendance 
at any event was 83%.
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Table 5.3: Attendance at Selected Arts Activities, previous year, 

	        Occupational Class

  Category 	                  All			                         Occupational Class (%)
   of Event	        Respondents (%)  	
		
					          Middle            Skilled          Semi-skilled/       Farmers		
	   			       	       Class             Working           Unskilled
							             Class	  Working Class

			        2006   1994	    2006  1994	     2006  1994	        2006  1994	           2006  1994

Mainstream Film

A Play					   

Rock/Pop Music					   

Trad.Irish or Folk Music					  

Street Theatre/ Spectacle				  

Stand-up Comedy					   

Musicals					   

Art Exhibitions					   

Classical Concert					   

Ballet			 

Any Arts Event					   

Note: n/a (not applicable) if comparison not possible as 1994 category not included/different.
‘Classical music concert or recital’ was called ‘classical music performance’ in 1994. It is presumed that this aggregate 1994 
category combines people who attended ‘orchestral music’ and ‘choral music’.
Breakdown for ‘Any Arts Event’ for 1994 by occupational class was based on a slightly shorter list of events than had been 
included in the study. As such, it gives the pattern of attendance but it is not strictly compatible with the 83% figure for all 
respondents in 1994.

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 responses in 1994

Table 5.3 indicates that attendance at any arts event for the middle classes may be at a plateau level, 
with only a 1% increase between 1994 and 2006. However, for the two ‘working class’ categories, 
there were increases of 3% each indicating some increased attendance. The period saw a large jump 
in attendance by the farming community in terms of attending at least one arts event per year, perhaps 
linked to greater levels of access to venues around Ireland, increased car ownership, more labour saving 
equipment on farms and more part-time farmers.

While the gap has narrowed in terms of attendance at ‘at least one event’, there are still strong class 
variations at some kinds of events, e.g. going to see a play, going to an art exhibition or attending a 
classical music concert or recital. 

A link between occupational class (which is linked to level of education) and attendance at arts events 
has long been recognized, including in the 1994 Irish study. Figure 5.3 shows attendance at an arts 
event for those with a household income of below €30,000 in 2006 and for those with a household 
income of above €30,000 in 2006.
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Figure 5.3: Attendance at Selected Arts Activities in Previous Year, by Income (%)
 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 5.3 shows a quite different level of engagement with arts activities for those on lower incomes 
and for those on higher incomes. This suggests evidence of ‘cultural exclusion’ whereby people on 
lower incomes take part to a much lesser extent in cultural activities that are the norm for those 
on higher income levels. However, taken together with Table 5.3, the evidence is that this gap is 
narrowing somewhat over time, even if this varies by art form.

5.2.4	 Arts Attendance by Location

The following two tables present information on arts attendance for urban/rural areas and for different 
regions, again with 1994 comparisons. In Table 5.4, ‘rural’ has been defined as open countryside or 
a population centre with under 1,500 people.
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	 Table 5.4: Attendance at Selected Arts Activities in Previous Year, 
		        by Location (%)

       Category of Event		            All		              Location
				                   Respondents        Urban       	     Rural

					         2006    1994       2006   1994          2006  1994

        Mainstream Film	   

        A Play			 

        Rock or Popular Music			 

        Open-air street theatre/spectacle			

        Traditional Irish or Folk Music			 

        Stand-up Comedy			

        Musical			 

        Art Exhibition			 

        Classical Music Concert or Recital	

        Ballet			 

        Any Arts Event	
	
	
Note: n/a (not applicable) where comparison not possible as category not included/different in 1994.
‘Classical music concert or recital’ was called ‘classical music performance’ in 1994. It is presumed that this aggregate 
1994 category combines people who attended ‘orchestral music’ and ‘choral music’
Breakdown for ‘Any Arts Event’ for 1994 by location was based on a slightly shorter list of events than had been included in 
the study. As such, it gives the pattern of attendance but is not strictly compatible with the 83% figure for all respondents 
in 1994.

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 responses in 1994

Table 5.4 indicates that arts attendance overall was 85% in urban areas in 2006 and 83% in rural 
areas. This indicates a considerable closing of the gap since 1994 and implies that some level of 
attendance at arts activities is now as common in Irish rural areas as in Irish urban areas. This closing 
of the gap may be linked to the higher level of car ownership in the country, improved roads and 
more venues around Ireland.

Table 5.5 shows the data for four ‘regions’ across the country. The final row shows that, as in 
1994, attendance at any event was higher in Dublin in 2006 than in any other region. This may be 
explained in part, by convenience, given the large number of venues and activities across all art forms 
in the Dublin area.  
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	 Table 5.5: Attendance at Selected Arts Activities in Previous 
	       12 months, by Region (%)

	 Category of Event	        		       	 Region

				               All 	        Dublin	 Rest of	        Munster    Connaught		
			                  Respondents    	             Leinster		       /Ulster
		   
				           2006   1994       2006   1994      2006   1994    2006   1994      2006   1994

	M ainstream Film

	A  Play					   

	R ock/Pop Music					   

	O pen-air street theatre/

	   spectacle					   

	 Trad Irish/Folk Music					   

	S tand-up Comedy					   

	M usical					  

	A rt Exhibition					   

	C lassical Music Concert 

	   or Recital					   

	B allet					   

	A ny Arts Event	

			   	
Note: n/a (not applicable) when comparison not possible as category not included/different in 1994.
‘Classical music concert or recital’ was called ‘classical music performance’ in 1994. It is presumed that this aggregate category 
combines people who attended ‘orchestral music’ and ‘choral music’.
Breakdown for ‘Any Arts Event’ for 1994 by region was based on a slightly shorter list of events than had been included in 
the study. As such, it gives the pattern of attendance but it is not strictly compatible with the 83% figure for all respondents 
in 1994.

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1200 responses in 1994

As with the urban/rural analysis, the data shows a narrowing of the gap with Dublin since 1994, with 
sizeable increases in attendances in the ‘Rest of Leinster’ (still the region with the lowest score), in 
Munster and in Connaught/Ulster. By 2006, figures for attending at least one arts event were almost 
the same in all regions.

Tables 5.4 and 5.5 show variations for individual art forms. This information should be seen as indicative 
only, given that the number of respondents by area/art form is relatively small from a statistical 
perspective. 

5.3	F requency of Attendance at Arts Events

For the full list of arts activities, respondents were asked about their frequency of attendance in Ireland 
or elsewhere. Their answers are shown in Table 5.6.
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	 Table 5.6: Frequency of Attendance at Arts Activities in 
		        Previous 12 months (%)

	 Category of Event	      Did not attend	A ttended	A ttended	  Attended	
						        	    once		  2-6 times 	  more than
											              6 times

	M ainstream Film

	A  Play

	R ock or Popular music

	O pen-air street theatre/

	   spectacle

	 Traditional Irish or 

	   Folk Music 

	S tand-up Comedy

	M usical 

	V ariety Show/Pantomime

	A rt Exhibitions 

	C ircus

	C ountry & Western Music

	 Traditional/Folk Dance

	 Jazz/Blues Music

	C lassical Music Concert 

	   or Recital

	A rt-House Film

	W orld Music

	R eadings

	O pera 

	C ontemporary Dance

	B allet

	O ther Live Music 

	 Performance

	O ther dance performance

Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 5.6 shows that in the year to mid-2006, not only was mainstream film the most popular arts-
related event attended, it was the event attended most frequently, with almost half the population 
having been to see at least two films in the previous year. 

The pattern was different for some other art forms, with the majority of those who attended having 
attended only once in the past year. This would be true for example for plays, for street theatre/
spectacle, for variety shows/pantomime and for musicals.

43

70

72

81

81

82

83

84

85

87

90

92

93

93

95

95

95

96

97

98

83

93

7

16

11

11

5

8

11

10

6

10

2

4

2

3

2

2

2

3

1

1

7

3

30

12

13

7

10

9

5

5

6

2

5

2

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

7

3

19

1

5

0

4

1

1

0

2

0

3

2

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

3

1



74          

The Public and the Arts 2006

Chapter 5: Attendance at Arts Events

5.4	N ature of Performance and Booking 

The study asked people about the balance between amateur and professional performances, for the 
events they had attended. It found that:
	 • Some 39% of people had attended only events performed by professionals;
	 • Some 12% had attended only events performed by amateurs/voluntary/ non-professional 	
	    people;
	 • Some 46% attended a mixture of amateur and professional events;
	 • 3% of people said that they were unsure.

In comparison with 1994, these results indicate a degree of shift over time towards attending more 
professional and fewer amateur/non-professional arts events. 

Respondents from Dublin attended more professional arts activities than people in other regions. 
A total of 56% of Dublin respondents had attended only arts events performed by professionals as 
opposed to 27% in Connaught/Ulster.

The study asked two questions in relation to the booking of tickets. It found that, of those who 
attended an arts activity in the previous 12 months:
	 • 38% had booked their tickets in advance;
	 • 27% had booked their tickets on going to the event;
	 • 27% said that the situation varied or was a combination of both; 
	 • 8% said that the activity was either free and/or no booking was required.

Figure 5.4 illustrates how tickets were generally booked.

Figure 5.4: How Tickets were Booked by Those who Attended Arts Activities (%)
 

Note: 1% of respondents said they used another method of booking and 2% did not know. 
Figures based on 1,023 responses (i.e. those who had attended at least one arts activity)

Figure 5.4 indicates that, while booking in person was the most popular option in 2006, one-sixth 
of people generally booked their tickets on the internet.
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5.5	F estivals and Venues Attended 

When asked if they had attended an arts festival in the previous 12 months, 24% of people said that 
they had. Of those that had, 21% were men and 27% were women. 

Middle class people are more likely to attend an event at an arts festival. Some 35% of middle class 
respondents and under 20% of all other class categories had attended an event at an arts festival in 
the 12 months to mid-2006.

People were asked to indicate, from a list of options, where they had attended an arts event in the 
previous 12 months. The answers are shown in Figure 5.5. 

Figure 5.5: Venues Attended for an Arts Event in Previous 12 months (%)

   
Note: Some 15% of respondents did not attend any arts activities.
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 5.5 shows that, after cinemas, the single most popular venue for attending an arts event is a 
pub/hotel, followed by an open air venue and the theatre. The answers illustrate the wide variety of 
venues in which Irish people access the arts.

Analysis of the data indicates some gender differences in venues attended. Slightly more males 
than females attended certain types of venues (e.g. cinema, open-air venues, pub/hotel, and other 
dedicated music/arts venues). However, for a number of venues, more females attended than males, 
e.g. church (18% of females compared to 7% of males); concert hall/opera house (22% of females 
compared to 14% of males) and theatre (28% of females in comparison to 19% of males). 

There are also some differences based on occupational class, e.g.: 
	 • Some 28% of middle class respondents had attended a concert hall/opera house 
	    in the previous year, compared to 14% of skilled working class respondents; 
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	 • Some 34% of middle class respondents had attended the theatre in comparison to 
	    14% of semi-skilled/unskilled working class people and 16% of farmers. 

A breakdown of the venues attended by region is shown in Table 5.7. 

	 Table 5.7: Attendance at Selected Arts Venues in Previous 
		        12 months, by Region (%)

	 Category of Event		        All 			  Region
					     Respondents   Dublin      Rest of    Munster   Connaught/    	
								             Leinster		          Ulster

	C inema

	 Pub/Hotel					   

	O pen Air Venue					   

	 Theatre					  

	C oncert Hall/Opera House					   

	   Other Dedicated Music/

	A rts Venue	 				  

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 5.7 shows that, in the year to mid-2006, people in Dublin were more likely to attend a cinema 
than people outside Dublin. However, people outside Dublin were more likely to access an arts event 
in a pub/hotel or at an open air venue than people in Dublin.

5.6	 Public Art

Chapter 3 noted the growth in public art in recent years; with local authorities using the ‘Per Cent for 
Art Scheme’ to support the development of art in public places. In the light of this, the survey asked if 
people had stopped to look at any art in a public place within the last 12 months. This form of question 
was used to ensure it did not capture people who may have seen public art in passing but had not 
stopped to examine it further.

Figure 5.6: Stopped to look at Art in a Public Place in Previous 12 months

 
Figures based on 1,210 responses
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Figure 5.6 shows that over half of the population stopped to look at an artwork in a public place in 
the year to mid-2006. This suggests that the public art programmes are having an impact on a large 
portion of the population.

Analysis of the data shows that 48% of males said that they had stopped to look at one or more 
pieces of public art in the past 12 months, compared to 62% of females. A breakdown of the 
responses by level of education of the respondent is shown below.

Figure 5.7: Stopped to look at Art in a Public Place in Previous Year, by Education (%)

 
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 5.7 indicates that, even though public art is, as a rule, situated in public places and has no 
admission charge, there is still a strong linkage between viewing it and occupational class/level of 
education. This supports the notion that, at least in part, meaningful access to certain art forms is 
related to learning the ‘codes’ to understand them and to derive pleasure from them, or at least 
having the self-confidence not to be intimidated by them.
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6.1	 Participation in the Arts

Section 6.1 reviews the propensity of people to participate in arts activities and is followed by sections 
reviewing people’s purchasing behaviour as regards products relating to the arts, and 2006 practices 
in downloading arts-related material.

In relation to participation in art forms, respondents were first asked to indicate the events in which 
they had participated in the previous 12 months. For each art form, people were also asked if they 
were a member of a club/society/group or if they had attended educational courses/classes in the 
previous 12 months.

Some 19% of the population had participated in at least one of the arts activities listed in Table 6.1 
during the previous year, and 18% of people were members of a club or had undertaken classes 
linked to one or more art forms. The results by art form are shown in Table 6.1

	 Table 6.1: Participation in the Arts in Previous 12 months (%)

	 Category of Event					     Participation	 Membership/
										               Classes

      Play a musical instrument for your own pleasure

      Helping with running arts event or organisation

      Painting/drawing/sculpture

      Sing in a choir

      Set dancing

      Play a musical instrument to an audience or rehearsing

      Performing or rehearsing in play/drama

      Photography as an artistic activity (not family/hols)

      Writing

      Writing any music

      Making artworks or animation on a computer

      Performing or rehearsing in light opera or musical

      Making films or videos as an artistic activity 

        (not family or holidays)

      Performing or rehearsing in opera

      Other dancing (not including fitness class)

      Other Irish traditional/folk dancing

      Other singing to an audience or rehearsing 

          (not including karaoke)

      Other

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 6.1 shows that 7% of people helped to run an arts event or organisation in the previous year 
and 5% were members of an arts group in this regard.
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Analysis of the 2006 data by gender shows that women are somewhat more likely to participate in 
an art form (23% versus 15% for men). The figures for participation in an arts activity break down 
as follows by social class: Middle Class (Social Class ABC1) – 21%; Skilled Working Class (C2) – 17%; 
Semi-skilled/Unskilled Working Class (DE) – 15%; Farmers – 25%.

In 1994 the equivalent question on participation included disco dancing and, for comparative 
purposes, the category of clubbing/disco dancing was also included in 2006. If this activity is included, 
the figure for participation in any activity rises to 53%, and the figure for membership/classes rises 
to 21%. The figures for clubbing/disco dancing were strongly linked to age, with 74% of 15-24 year 
olds and 57% of 25-34 year olds having participated. People in the age categories over 35 years 
were more likely to participate in other arts activities than people aged under 35.

Comparing the data for participation with the 1994 results (i.e. including clubbing and disco dancing) 
shows that:
	 • Participation in any art form increased from 35% to 53% over the period. 
	 • The results suggest small increases in some art forms (e.g. painting/drawing/ 
	    sculpture and other Irish traditional/folk dancing) and small decreases in others 
	    (e.g. set dancing and choir). However, as the percentage figures for participation are 
	    small, these changes are within the statistical margin of error.
	 • Participation has increased strongly in all regions of the country since 1994. Participation 
	    is somewhat higher in the Rest of Leinster region (i.e. excluding Dublin) at 62%, 
	    and somewhat lower in Munster at 43%. The largest increase since 1994 appears to 
	    have occurred in the Connaught/Ulster region, up from 18% to 56%.
	 • In line with the overall participation figures, participation has increased for all 
	    occupational classes. The greatest rise has been in the farmer group, from 12% in 
	   1994 to 52% in 2006 (almost the same as the figure for the population as a whole). 
	    The analysis by occupational class also indicates a narrowing of the differences in 
	    participation by class, which were sharper in 1994. There is still slightly more 
	    participation, and tendency to be a member of a club/society or to have taken a class, 
	    if a person is in the middle class grouping.
	 • Helping with running an arts event or organisation was not given as an option in 1994.

6.2	 Purchasing Behaviour and the Arts

The third area of interaction with the arts examined by the study (after attendance at arts events and 
participation) is people’s purchasing behaviour. To assess this, people were first asked to indicate, 
from a set of groups, arts-related items they either currently purchase or have ever purchased. 

At an overall level, the data showed that 86% of people had bought an arts-related item. The 
detailed results are shown in Table 6.2.
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	 Table 6.2: Purchasing Behaviour related to the Arts, (current or ever) (%)

	 Category of Purchasing Behaviour		                   Of which, buys …

						        Buys 	    Regularly   Occasionally   Don’t know

	 Listening (inc. CDs, cassettes, 

	 down-loads)

	R ock and Popular music 

	 Traditional Irish or Folk music

	C ountry and Western music

	W orld music

	C lassical music concert or recital

	 Jazz/Blues music 

	C omedy

	O pera

	S poken Word

	O ther music

	O ther purchase for listening

	

	 Buying Books for Pleasure

	F iction, novel, story or play

	B iography or autobiography

	N on-fiction/factual linked to Arts 

	 Poetry

	O ther non-fiction/factual 

	O ther reading

	 Watching (incl. DVDs, videos, 

	 down-loads)	

	F ilm/TV drama

	R ock or Popular music

	C lassical music concert or recital

	O pera/Dance

	O ther purchase for watching

	A rtwork

	O riginal Works of Art

Note: 14% of respondents had purchased none of the above 

Figures based on 1,210 responses 
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Points arising from Table 6.2 include the following:
	 • In relation to purchases for listening, the clear number one category is rock/ pop music,
	    with half of the population purchasing such items and one-fifth of the population 
	    doing so regularly. The second category is traditional Irish or folk music.
	 • In relation to buying books for pleasure, the findings are consistent with findings on 
	    reading in the previous chapter, with the purchase of works of fiction, novels, stories 
	    and plays the main category. Some 8% of people buy non-fiction/factual books relating 
	    to the arts.
	 • A substantial proportion of people (43%) purchase DVDs/videos etc. of film/ TV 
	    dramas and one-fifth of people buy rock/pop music DVDs.

A comparison with purchasing behaviour found by the 1994 survey is shown below.

	 Table 6.3: Purchasing Behaviour and the Arts, (current or ever), 
		        2006 and 1994 (%)

	 Category of Purchasing Behaviour			               Buys
	
								        2006	            1994

	 Listening (inc. CDs, cassettes, down-loads)	

	R ock and Popular Music 

	 Traditional Irish or Folk Music

	C ountry and Western Music

	C lassical Music Concert or Recital

	 Jazz/Blues Music

	 Books for Pleasure	

	F iction, Novel, Story or play

	 Poetry

	 Watching (incl. DVDs, videos, down-loads)	

	F ilm/TV Drama

	R ock or Popular Music

	O pera/Dance

	C lassical Music	

	 Artwork	

	O riginal Works of Art

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Table 6.3 shows that purchases of rock/pop music (also the most popular category of purchase in 
1994) increased from 42% to 50% between 1994 and 2006. Purchases of Irish traditional and folk 
music, and of jazz/blues, remained at about the same levels with falls in the purchase of classical 
music and of country and western music.
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In relation to purchasing for viewing, there was a significant expansion of purchases in this area. 

Purchasing behaviour in 2006 by occupational class is shown below. 

Table 6.4: Purchasing Behaviour (Current or Ever) for Selected ArtForms, 
		        by Occupational Class

Category of Purchase				O   ccupational Class (%)

				A    ll 	      Middle    Skilled Working   Semi/Unskilled     Farmers		
			         Respondents                          Class                Working Class

Rock/Pop music

Work of fiction/novel/

  story/play					   

Trad. Irish or Folk Music					   

Classical music concert 

  or recital					   

Non-fiction/factual 

  relating to the Arts					   

Original art works					   

Fiction, novel, story or 

  play by living Irish Authors

					   

Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 6.4 indicates that, as with attendance at arts events, there are different levels of purchasing by 
different occupational classes across the art forms. For example, purchases of classical music material 
for listening is concentrated in the middle classes whereas purchases relating to traditional Irish or folk 
music for listening are spread across all occupational classes. These patterns are broadly the same as in 
1994.

Purchasing behaviour by region, for selected art forms, is shown in Table 6.5.
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Table 6.5: Purchasing Behaviour (Current or Ever) related to the Arts, by Region (%)

Category of Purchase	
								      
					A     ll
				         Respondents   Dublin      Rest of        Munster    Connaught/
							                 Leinster                             Ulster

Rock and Popular music

Work of Fiction, Novel, 

  Story or Play

Traditional Irish or Folk Music

Classical Music Concert or Recital

Original Works of Art 

Work of Fiction, Novel, Story or 

  Play by living Irish Artists

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 6.5 shows that purchasing patterns are relatively similar across the regions. The study also 
asked if people had bought items related to the arts which were the works of living Irish artists. 
Findings are displayed in Table 6.6.
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	 Table 6.6: Purchases of Work by Living Irish artists (%)

	 Category of Purchasing Behaviour		
						        Buys Any	O f Which Irish …

								A        ll     Some	N one	 Don’t know

	 Listening

	 (inc. CDs, cassettes, down-loads)

	R ock and Popular music 

	 Traditional Irish or Folk music

	C ountry and Western music

	W orld music

	C lassical music concert or recital

	 Jazz/Blues music 

	C omedy

	O pera

	S poken Word

	O ther music

	O ther purchase for listening

	 Buying Books for Pleasure 	

	W ork of fiction, novel, story or play

	B iography or autobiography

	N on-fiction/factual relating to the Arts

	 Poetry

	O ther non-fiction/factual

	O ther reading

	 Watching (incl. DVDs, videos, 

	 down-loads)	

	F ilm/TV drama

	R ock or Popular music

	C lassical music concert or recital

	O pera/Dance

	O ther arts related

	 Artworks	

	O riginal works of art

Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 6.6 illustrates a general openness to buying work from Irish artists. For the three most popular 
music categories, a majority of those who purchase items purchase at least some by living Irish artists. 
This is strongest, as one would expect, for Irish traditional and folk music. The same pattern is visible for 
books, with the vast majority of people who buy purchasing at least some books by Irish authors. Even 
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for film/TV drama, where there is a large amount of non-Irish material on sale, most people who buy 
still buy at least some Irish material. 

6.3	D ownloading of Arts Related Material 

Chapter 2 discussed the rapid growth in internet usage in Ireland in the years leading up to this 
study. In this context, people were asked if they had downloaded material from the internet in the 
previous 12 months that related to the arts, e.g. music, a film or spoken word. The results are shown 
in Figure 6.1.

Figure 6.1: Proportion that Downloaded Material relating to the Arts in Previous Year

 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 6.1 indicates that between one-quarter and one-third of people (27%) had downloaded 
some arts-related material in the previous year, with one in ten people doing so regularly. Figure 6.2 
shows that this activity is closely related to age with younger people most likely to be in the habit of 
downloading arts-related material.

Figure 6.2: Respondents who have Downloaded Arts-related Material by Age (%) 

 
Note: Figures are for those who downloaded material either ‘regularly’ or ‘occasionally’
Figures based on 1,210 responses
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The age profile of those downloading material suggests that, in the medium term the distribution 
channels for arts related materials could be significantly different to those used in the past i.e. as 
the younger cohorts with new habits get older and as the technology continues to develop and be 
adopted by all age groups. 

Further analysis of the 2006 data shows that:
	 • 30% of men had downloaded material compared to 23% of women.
	 • 36% of middle class people had downloaded material, compared to 24% of skilled 
	    working class, 21% of semi/un-skilled working class and 11% of farmers.
	 • 30% of urban respondents had downloaded material compared to 18% 
	    of rural respondents.

These figures reflect the general way in which new technologies are adopted as young, urban, 
middle-class males tend to be early adopters of new technology. In 2006, as home internet access 
and broadband were still being rolled out in Ireland, the activity of downloading arts-related material 
from the internet was of increasing importance.
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7.1	 Technologies Used to View and Listen to the Arts

Engagement with the arts takes place not only by attending and participating in arts events, or by 
purchasing arts-related items, but also through viewing and listening to the arts at home, in the car, 
or at work. Chapter 7 reviews a number of issues relating to viewing and listening to the arts and 
people were first asked to indicate, from a list, the types of media they had used to watch or listen 
to an arts performance or event in the previous 12 months. The responses are shown in Table 7.1. 

	 Table 7.1: Media used to Watch/Listen to Arts Performance or 
		        Event in Previous Year

	 Media type						      Proportion of respondents (%)

	 Television

	R adio

	DVD  player

	CD  player

	V ideo recorder

	C omputer

	D igital music player (e.g. mp3 player or iPod)

	I nternet using Broadband

	C assette player

	M obile phone or other mobile communication device

	G ames console

	I nternet using dial-up

	M ini disc player

	R ecord player

	N one

	 Figures based on 1,210 responses 

Table 7.1 shows that television and radio remain the principal media used by Irish people to view 
or listen to arts events, with almost 19 out of every 20 people using television and four out of five 
people using radio for this purpose. Table 7.1 confirms that DVD players have largely replaced video 
players, as mentioned in Chapter 3, and shows that CD players had been used by over half the 
population in the previous year.

Chapters 2 and 3 referred to the growth of new media in recent years and Table 7.1 indicates 
that, by mid-2006, these were gaining a sizeable foothold with up to one-fifth of the population 
accessing the arts via computer, via the internet, via digital music players and via mobile phones. 
These figures suggest that these media are not so much ‘the future’ as an already important element 
within current public experience of the arts.  

7.2	V iewing and Listening to the Arts in 2006

Respondents were asked to indicate, from a list of arts activities, what they made a point of watching 
or listening to in the previous 12 months (i.e. they did not just do so in passing). Overall, 96% of 
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the population had made a point of watching an arts performance or event in the past 12 months 
and 82% had made a point of listening to an arts performance or event in the past 12 months. The 
answers by artform are presented in Table 7.2. 

	 Table 7.2: Arts Performances or Events Watched or Listened 
	   	       to in Previous Year (%)

	 Category of event				    Watched	L istened to

	M ainstream film

	S tand-up comedy

	R ock or Popular music

	 Traditional Irish or Folk music

	A  Play

	C ountry & Western music 

	M usical 

	V ariety show/pantomime

	W orld music

	 Traditional/Folk dance

	A rts related programme

	C lassical music concert or recital

	O pen-air street theatre/spectacle

	 Jazz/Blues music

	A rt exhibition

	A rt House film

	C ontemporary Dance

	C ircus

	O pera

	R eadings (e.g. literature/poetry)

	B allet

	O ther live music performance

	O ther dance performance

	O ther

Note: ‘n/a’ signifies no applicable data as ‘listening’ not relevant to all categories.
Figures based on 1,210 responses

A number of points emerge from Table 7.2:
	 • The main art forms watched/listened to reflect the main types of art forms that 
	   people attend, i.e. watching films on television, DVD etc. is the lead choice, with 
	   almost seven of every ten people having done so in the previous year. Rock/pop music 
	   and stand up comedy are the second and third categories.
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	 • The table shows the wide variety of artforms, types of music etc. that people watch/
	    listen to. Whereas if the previous question indicated that people are now accessing 
	    the arts through a range of new media, the responses to this question show that 
	    a wide variety of material is being accessed with, for example, sizeable audiences for 
	    a range of different types of music.
	 • The figures indicate the continuing strong popularity of traditional Irish or folk music, 
	    which ranks second behind rock/pop as the music genre most watched and most listened 
	    to. The figures for watching may have been boosted by the advent of TG4 which 
	    broadcasts a number of Irish music programmes.
	 • One in ten people said that they had made a point of watching an arts-related 
	    programme (e.g. a review programme, an arts documentary etc.) in the previous year.
	 • The figures indicate niche viewing and listening audiences for a number of other art 
	    forms, such as classical music, contemporary dance, ballet and opera.

	 Table 7.3: Arts Performances or Events Watched/Listened 
		        to in 2006 and 1994 (%)

	 Category of event			     Watched	    Listened to

						      2006  1994	     2006  1994

	M ainstream film

	R ock or Popular Music

	 Traditional/Folk Music

	A  Play

	C ountry & Western Music 

	 Traditional/Folk Dance

	A rts Related Programme

	 Jazz/Blues Music

	A rt House Film

	C ontemporary Dance

	R eading (e.g. Literature/Poetry)

	O pera

	B allet

Note: ‘n/a’ signifies no applicable data as ‘listening’ not relevant to all categories.
In 1994, the categories of Contemporary Dance and Ballet had a joint figure of 7%.
Figures based on 1,210 responses

Table 7.3 indicates that, while home viewing/listening has increased for rock/pop music, it has fallen 
for other art forms between 1994 and 2006. In some cases, this fall has been relatively large, e.g. 
for mainstream films or for country and western music. This may reflect the different options people 
have now in terms of viewing/listening, e.g. more sports channels, and also perhaps the increased 
pressure on leisure time due to longer commuting times.
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7.3	R eading

Although not part of the 1994 study, the topic of reading for pleasure was included in the 2006 
study. From a list of options, respondents were asked to indicate what they had read for pleasure 
within the last 12 months. The ‘reading for pleasure’ was intended to exclude reading for work or 
DIY instruction manuals etc. 

Of the options provided, almost two-thirds (64%) said that they had read at least one of them for 
pleasure in the previous year, with 36% saying that they had not read any of these types of literature 
in the previous 12 months. A breakdown by reading type is shown in Figure 7.1.

Figure 7.1: Reading for Pleasure in Previous 12 months
 

Note: ‘Non-fiction/factual’ does not include newspapers or magazines.
Findings are based on 1,210 responses

Figure 7.1 indicates that works of fiction, novels, stories and plays is the most popular reading for 
pleasure category, with just over half the population having read a book under this heading in the 
previous year. The figure for non-fiction/factual relating to the arts indicates a sizeable niche market 
that read books in this category.

Figure 7.2 shows a breakdown of the above data for women and men. As regards reading in any one 
of the categories, the data shows that 73% of women and 54% of men had read a book under at 
least one of the headings in the previous 12 months, i.e. 27% of women and 46% of men had not 
read a book under any the categories. 

Figure 7.2 indicates that, in each category, more women had read for pleasure in the previous 
year than had men. The gaps are relatively small for more factual reading material and biography/
autobiography but are wide for poetry and for fiction. The latter may reflect the success of popular 
women’s fiction titles in recent years. 
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Figure 7.2: Reading for Pleasure in Previous 12 Months, by Gender (%)

Figures based on 1,210 responses

A further breakdown of reading patterns is shown in Table 7.4.

Table 7.4: Analysis of Data on Reading for Pleasure in Previous Year
	     
							       Have read in at least one category

	A rea: 
		U  rban
		R  ural
	R egion:
		D  ublin
		R  est of Leinster
		M  unster
		C  onnaught/Ulster
	O ccupational Class:
		M  iddle Class
		S  killed Working Class
		S  emi-skilled/unskilled Working Class
		F  armers
	E ducation:
		  Third Level
		S  econd Level
		A  ttended Second Level
		  Primary Level or Below	

Figures based on 1,210 responses 
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Table 7.4 indicates that a higher proportion of people in urban areas had read for pleasure in the 
previous 12 months, with the figure slightly higher for Dublin than for other regions. The figures for 
occupational class and education show significant differences in the levels of reading. This would be 
partly expected for those who had not completed second level education as these people would be 
more likely to have literacy problems. However, the figures suggest an exclusion from the activity of 
reading for pleasure for a large portion of the population.
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8.1	D ifficulties and Barriers in Attending Arts Activities

Having reviewed the levels of engagement with the arts by Irish people in 2006, the study asked 
a number of questions about whether people encounter difficulties or barriers in attending arts 
activities, and on how they obtain information on the arts.

Regarding the former, people were asked if they had experienced difficulties in attending or taking 
part in those arts activities that interest them. Some 17% of the population said that they do 
experience difficulties in this regard, while 83% said that they do not. This represents a significant 
change since 199424, as Figure 8.1 shows.

Figure 8.1: Do you have Difficulties in Attending or Taking Part in Arts Activities? (%)

 

Figures based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 in 1994

Figure 8.1 indicates a sharp fall in the proportion of the population experiencing difficulties. This 
could be due to a range of factors. To start with, venues are more geographically accessible due to 
the arts capital investment programme since 1994 (see Chapter 3). Secondly, individual venues are 
more accessible to a wide range of users due to improved building regulations on accessibility. Thirdly, 
the growth in car ownership and fourthly the growth in disposable income levels (see Chapter 2) 
have both reduced obstacles to attending or taking part in the arts faced by many people.

The fact that more than four out of every five Irish people in 2006 say that they have no difficulties in 
attending or taking part in arts activities seems at odds with the data for attendance and participation 
in 2006, which shows attendance and participation about the same levels as in 1994. Two possible 
explanations are that either people now have other obstacles that they do not perceive (e.g. less time 
than previously) or they do not now have obstacles but are happy with their levels of attendance and 
do not wish to increase them further.

A regional breakdown of the 2006 figure for difficulties is shown in Figure 8.2.
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Figure 8.2: Difficulties Attending/Taking Part in Arts Activities, by Region (%)
 

Figures based on 1,210 responses

Figure 8.2 shows a somewhat higher level of difficulties for the Rest of Leinster and the lowest level 
of difficulties for people in Munster.

The 17% of people who have difficulties in attending/participating were then asked to identify, from 
a list, the difficulties encountered. These are shown in Figure 8.3. 

Figure 8.3: Main Difficulties in Attending Arts activities in Previous 12 months

Figures based on 203 responses, i.e. those who had difficulties attending/taking part, not on the total survey population
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For those who say they have difficulties attending or taking part in arts activities, the single biggest 
reason is family commitments, followed by a lack of time.

The importance of family commitments is reinforced by analysis of the 17% of people with difficulties 
by whether or not they had children aged under 18 in the household. For those who did, 23% had 
difficulties; for those who did not, this figure fell to 13%.

8.2	 Travelling to Arts Activities

The distance travelled to arts events or activities can be both a potential barrier and a sign of interest. 
The study asked about the frequency with which people have to travel more than 20 miles (32 
kilometres) from where they live to attend arts activities. (This could include travel within Ireland and 
abroad.) Responses, and the equivalent 1994 responses, are shown in Figure 8.4. 

Figure 8.4: Travel more than 20 miles (32 kilometres) to Attend an Arts Event (%)

 
Note: The categories ‘always’ and ‘almost always’ in 1994 were combined in 2006.  
Findings based on 1,210 responses in 2006 and 1,200 responses in 1994

Figure 8.4 shows that the proportion that never travel more than 20 miles to attend an arts event 
fell from 38% to 29% over the period. This feeds into the higher proportion of people that rarely or 
sometimes travel over 20 miles to an arts event. A key factor in this change is likely to be the greatly 
increased level of car ownership (see Chapter 2). The fall in the proportion who almost always travel 
for more than 20 miles is perhaps linked to the number of new venues (including cinemas) around 
the country.

When the figures on travelling are analysed by region, the proportion of people who never travel 
more than 20km to an arts event is as follows:
	 • Dublin Region – 53% (down from 68% in 1994);
	 • Rest of Leinster – 15% (down from 23%);
	 • Munster – 18% (down from 32%);
	 • Connaught/Ulster – 25% (down from 15%).
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These figures show that people living in Dublin are much more likely never to travel a long distance 
to an arts event. This reflects the wide availability of high quality arts events in Dublin. It is noticeable 
however that the figure has fallen since 1994, perhaps partly due to people taking more ‘city breaks’ 
in Ireland and abroad. This is reflected in all regions, with fewer people now saying they never travel 
a long distance to attend an arts event.

A follow up question in 2006 on travel asked people about their willingness to travel based on the 
time involved rather than distance. For the 85% who attended an arts event in the previous 12 
months, the results were similar to the results for distance:
	 • 6% almost always travelled for more than an hour;
	 • 25% sometimes travelled for more than an hour;
	 • 25% rarely travelled for more than an hour;
	 • 28% never travelled for more than an hour;
	 • 1% did not know.

8.3	O btaining Information on the Arts

The study asked respondents to identify, from a list, their top three sources of information about arts 
activities local or otherwise, in which they are interested. The findings are shown below. 

Figure 8.5: Main Methods of getting Information about the Arts (%)

 
Findings based on 1,210 responses 

Other methods of getting information included poster/billboard/noticeboard (12%), events guide, 
and flyers/leaflets (both at 6%). Emerging methods identified included the internet (8%), mailing list 
(e-mail) (3%) and text message (2%), implying a growing diversity of sources of information.
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Figure 8.5 shows that the single most important source of arts information is the local press, with 
the importance of local information sources reinforced by the importance of local radio (which has 
emerged largely since the previous study in 1994). Both radio and television have become relatively 
more important since 1994.

Having identified their information sources, people were asked to rate their level of satisfaction in 
relation to the availability of information about arts events and activities, as shown in Figure 8.6.

Figure 8.6: Level of Satisfaction with Information about Arts Events and Activities 

 

Figure based on 1,114 responses (i.e. 1,210 less 96 ‘Don’t Knows’)

Figure 8.6 suggests general satisfaction with information on arts events and activities, with 73% 
either ‘satisfied’ or ‘very satisfied’. 
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9.1	S imilar International Studies

Since the publication of the previous Irish study (The Public and the Arts, 1994) a considerable body 
of relevant international research has emerged. This includes studies in Northern Ireland (data for 
2004), England (2003), Scotland (2004) and Wales (2005). Behavioural patterns in these countries 
are of interest given their cultural similarity and proximity to Ireland. Therefore, this chapter outlines 
a review of the findings of these studies and where appropriate, compares them to the Irish data. 
The chapter also includes other available data for France (1997), Finland (2006) and incorporates 
results from the 2001 Eurostat study of Europeans’ participation in cultural activities. Outside Europe, 
comparisons are drawn with the 2005 New Zealand study and the most recent US study. Table 9.1 
outlines the sources and titles of these reports.

    Table 9.1: International Studies/Data on Arts Participation
		
    Commissioned by:			  Title					     Country

    Arts Council of Northern Ireland	A rts and Culture in Northern 		N  orthern Ireland

					I     reland – 2004 Baseline Survey		

    Arts Council of England 		A  rts in England 2003 – Attendance, 	E ngland

					     Participation and Attitudes

    Scottish Arts Council			  Taking Part – Arts Attendances, 	S cotland

					     Participation and Attitudes in 

					S     cotland 2004

    The Arts Council of Wales		A  rts in Wales 2005 – Attendance, 	W ales

					     Participation and Attitudes

    French Ministry of Culture 		C  ultural Activities of			F   rance

    and Communications		  the French Population - 1997	

    Statistics Finland			C   ultural Statistics 2005			F  inland

    Eurostat				E    uropeans’ Participation in 		EU  -15

					C     ultural Activities- 2001

    Creative New Zealand 		N  ew Zealanders and the Arts		N  ew Zealand

    – the Arts Council of 		  - Attitudes, Attendances and

    New Zealand  			   Participation in 2005

    US National Endowment 		S  urvey of Public Participation		U  nited States

    for the Arts			    	 in the Arts - 2002

The table shows that most of these studies have been undertaken recently25. This reflects a trend 
internationally to undertake such research on a relatively frequent basis. In a 2003 paper, Charles 
Gray, a prominent US economist with an interest in the arts noted: “The past two decades have 
seen a burgeoning interest in public participation in the arts, by which is meant the extent that 
citizens engage in artistic activities, primarily as either audience or hobbyist. This distinguishes 
such participation from the professional artist or performer. … Even a cursory search through the 
websites of the cultural ministries of many nations will yield results of their own arts participation 
measures”.

25  The exception is France where an updated study is due to be undertaken in 2007. As French data was included in the previous report, 
    it was retained in this analysis.
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Before proceeding it is important to note a number of issues with regard to cross-country data 
comparisons. In the context of data such as this, IFACCA (International Federation of Arts Councils 
and Cultural Agencies) notes: “international data comparisons are fraught with difficulty” (2002). 
This arises due to differences in the time period during which the surveys were conducted, variations 
in the definition of the arts, variations in the range of activities used to record attendance or 
participation, and differences in the question wording. Similarly, demographic, policy and institutional 
differences will impact on the comparability of the results. While this chapter indicates in general 
terms where such differences may have influenced the recorded results, a careful and thorough 
international comparative analysis of the data would require a full study in itself. Finally, the Irish data 
on purchasing behaviour cannot be compared to other countries as this information is not collected 
in any of the other international surveys.

9.2	A ttitudes to the Arts

The available surveys suggest that the arts are perceived in a very positive way. Some 91% of the Irish 
population, 84% of the Northern Ireland population and 78% of the Scottish population believe 
that the arts contribute towards attracting tourists to their countries. Respondents in both Northern 
Ireland and Scotland indicated that the arts enriched the quality of people’s lives (79% in Northern 
Ireland and 84% in Scotland). 86% of the Irish population and 75% of the English population see the 
arts as playing a valuable role in the life of the country, while in New Zealand 76% of the population 
agree that the arts help define their national identity. In Ireland 88% of the population consider that 
the arts provide an insight into the lives of people from different cultures, while in Northern Ireland 
(80%) and England (74%) arts from different cultures are perceived to contribute a lot to society.

The consistently positive view of the arts, its contribution to society and its role in integrating and 
enriching society is reflected in people’s willingness to see public funds allocated towards the arts. 
69% of the Irish population believe that current levels of spending should be maintained even in 
times of economic recession, and some 56% feel they should increase in the current economic 
environment. In Northern Ireland and New Zealand 78% of people believed that arts and cultural 
projects should receive public funding. In England the corresponding figure was 79%. The consistency 
of these answers underscores the role which the arts are seen to play. It also highlights the strong 
public support for current state funding of the arts, a view shared across many countries.

9.3	A rts Attendance

As Figure 9.1 shows, across a number of countries aggregate adult attendance figures for arts 
events during the 12 months prior to the survey fall into a small range. The Irish figure of 85% is the 
highest. In both England and New Zealand figures exceed 80% while in Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales and the United States values are around 75%. Some of the variation in these results is likely to 
be associated with the aforementioned differences in question format. The New Zealand survey used 
a definition of the arts which was socially defined, through asking people what they considered the 
arts to be. In the English survey, 10 broad categories of arts events are used whereas in the Northern 
Ireland and Scotland surveys the number of arts events listed in these surveys comprised 20 and 32 
respectively.



100          

The Public and the Arts 2006

Chapter 9: International Studies on the Public and the Arts

Figure 9.1: Proportion of Adult Population attending Arts Events, Selected Countries

 

There are a number of common themes which emerge from those surveys where detailed figures 
have been provided on the types of events people attended. Consistently, attending the cinema 
(Figure 9.2) records the highest adult attendance figure – with a population proportion of 59% in 
England, 56% in Ireland, 54% in Northern Ireland and Wales, and 52% in Scotland. These figures 
are reflected in studies elsewhere, with the 1997 French survey recording cinema attendance at 49% 
during the last year, while the Finnish Cultural Survey recorded a figure of 46%. Similarly, the 2001 
Eurostat survey found going to the cinema to be the most common cultural activity across the EU-15 
states.

Figure 9.2: Film/Cinema Attendance Rates, selected countries

Table 9.2 broadens out from cinema to show the level of attendance at selected art forms in a 
number of countries.
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	 Table 9.2: Comparison of Attendance at Arts Events, Selected ArtForms 
	        	       and Genres, Selected Countries

		      	     Cinema        A Play/          Rock/Pop         Opera	     Contemporary
		                         	            Theatre        Music Event                               Dance

	I reland	

	N orthern Ireland

	S cotland

	W ales

	E ngland

	F rance

	U nited States	

Note: Figures are from most recent studies available. Definitions of art forms vary somewhat from country to country, e.g. 
opera may or may not include operetta, a play may be described as ‘a play’ or as ‘theatre’ or as ‘a play or drama’ etc.

Table 9.2 indicates that, based on the available data, Ireland appears to be somewhat ahead of other 
countries in relation to the proportion of people attending theatre and a rock/pop music event (in the 
12 months prior to survey) and in line with international trends as regards opera and contemporary 
dance.

Depending on the list of events used, different countries highlight different events as being popular. 
In addition to those areas already mentioned, in Scotland high attendance figures are recorded for 
Museums (30%) and Art Galleries (25%); in England it is Musicals (26%) and Exhibitions (22%); 
in Wales Carnivals (33%) and Art Galleries (26%); and in Northern Ireland Museums (17%) and 
Community Festivals (14%).

The findings of a number of these studies indicate certain underlying trends in the attendance 
data. Both the Northern Ireland and Welsh studies found a clear relationship between social class 
and attendance. In both cases those in the higher social class groupings (ABC1 for the Welsh study 
and the professional and intermediate social groups for the Northern Ireland study) were found 
to be more likely to have attended events. Differences with the rest of the population were more 
pronounced for some events such as Ballet, Opera and Classical music concerts in Wales, and art 
exhibitions, theatre and museums in Northern Ireland. In the US study, a related finding suggests 
that “more than any other demographic factor, going to arts events and arts museums is highly 
correlated with an individual’s education attainment” 

The Northern Ireland study also examined attendance levels among those living in deprived areas. 
They found that respondents living in the most disadvantaged wards were less likely to attend an arts 
or cultural event than those living in less socially excluded areas. However, an exception to this trend 
was recorded for Community Festivals - respondents in the most disadvantaged areas were found 
to be 11% more likely to have attended a community festival than those in the least disadvantaged 
areas.

Another trend visible across a number of these studies is the association between age and attendance. 
The English, Welsh and Northern Ireland studies all found that younger people are the most likely 
attendees. In the latter case 90% of 16-24 year olds had attended an event and this figure declined 
to 52% for those aged over 65 years. However, as might be expected, the age profiles of certain 
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arts events differ from the overall trends. Results from the English survey show that while young 
people are more likely to attend cinemas and live music performances, the profile of attendees at 
the theatre (play and drama) and musicals is likely to be older.

Across the international data there are minimal differences in overall attendance when assessed by 
gender. In England most events are attended by a similar proportion of men and women. However, 
like Ireland, women are marginally more likely to attend in both Northern Ireland and Wales. 
Reflecting the Irish data in Chapter 5, there are certain events which attract more females than 
males. In particular, both the Irish and Welsh surveys show that women record higher attendances 
at all events other than those involving music or stand-up comedy. For example, in Northern Ireland, 
Wales and Ireland, women are more likely to have attended a play while men were more likely to 
have attended a live music event.

Both the Irish and Northern Ireland surveys asked about the location, or venue, which people attended. 
Table 9.3 compares these results. As the Northern Ireland survey did not ask about attendance at 
pubs or hotels, there is no comparable figure for this location. Comparisons are also restricted by 
the fact that the Northern Ireland survey only examined the last 4 months which the Irish data was 
collected for attendance over the past 12 months.

	 Table 9.3: Locations and Venues Attended for Arts Events (%)
	
				    	 Ireland			N  orthern Ireland

	C inema

	 Pub/Hotel 

	O pen Air Venue

	 Theatre

	C oncert Hall/Opera

	S chool Hall

	C ommunity Centre

	C hurch

	A rt Gallery

	 Town Hall

	L ibrary

Over recent years the internet has had an impact on how people book tickets to attend arts events. 
In Northern Ireland, 25% of the population indicated that they had used the internet to book tickets 
for an event. The Irish figure, from Chapter 5, was 17% and a slightly lower figure of 16% has been 
recorded in both Wales and England.

The data for Northern Ireland, Wales and England displays a positive relationship between internet use 
and socio-economic status and a negative relationship between age and internet use. For example, 
in Northern Ireland 81% of those with incomes in excess of £50,000 (approximately €75,000) 
had used the internet to book tickets while only 15% of those with incomes of less than £6,239 
(approximately €9,200) had done so. The same survey reported that 35% of those aged 16-49 had 
used the internet to book an event while the figure for those aged over 65 years was 2%. Again, as 
the population ages and as internet connectivity improves, these figures suggest that this form of 
purchasing behaviour will continue to grow.
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9.4	 Participation in the Arts

The use of varying definitions of ‘participating in the arts’ greatly influences participation figures 
recorded in the international literature. This implies that these rates are therefore not comparable.

Despite the differences in the compilation of the headline participation figures, there are some 
interesting findings with regard to what activities people participate in and why they do so. Again, 
unfortunately, results are not directly comparable. In Ireland, Northern Ireland, England, Scotland 
and Wales, crafts and visual arts (where applicable) recorded relatively high participation figures 
– ranging from 6% to 15%. Similarly, singing or playing a musical instrument reported participation 
rates of between 5%-10% in Ireland, Northern Ireland, England, Wales and the United States.

At an EU-15 level, the Eurostat survey found that in the 12 months before the survey: 
	 • 22% of Europeans had danced;
	 • 20% had sung;
	 • 15% had written something artistic;
	 • 12.5% had played a musical instrument; and
	 • 3.8% had acted.

Among those who participated in an arts event, both the Northern Ireland and Welsh surveys found 
that people’s main reason for taking part was ‘for enjoyment/pleasure’. Both surveys also identified 
the second leading reason as ‘to learn new skills’.

9.5	A rts Viewing and Listening

Since the mid 1990s there has been a notable growth in the media options available for viewing 
and listening to the arts. New formats, specialised television and radio channels and technological 
advances have all influenced international trends in arts viewing and listening. However, despite 
these changes most assessments report similar findings with a dominance of radio, TV and recorded 
media formats (CDs, tapes, mini discs etc).

In England, 84% of the population had listened to at least one artform on the radio; the corresponding 
figure in Wales was 83%, in Ireland and Scotland 78%, and in France 87%. Audio-visual viewing, 
through TV/DVD/VCR, stood at 77% in Wales and 71% in England. The English survey records 
that this figure increased between 2001 and 2003 from 68% to 71%. That trend contrasts with 
developments in the US, where the National Endowment for the Arts note declining viewing for 
many art forms including “jazz, classical music, opera, musicals, plays, dance (including ballet) and 
visual arts”

The Northern Ireland analysis identified a “strong positive relationship between audio-visual media 
usage and age” (2004). The results suggest that viewing and listening to the arts was most evident 
among young people (16-24 years) and this gradually declined with the lowest figures recorded for 
those aged 64 years and over.

Reflecting the information and communication technology developments of the last decade, all the 
surveys have introduced questions to monitor computer and internet usage. It is worth noting that 
one feature of these questions is that the data collected goes out of date rapidly as the availability 
and features of these technologies increase.

The 2001 Eurostat survey found that 47% of Europeans (EU-15) use a computer, and that almost 
35% have access to the internet. Among those who access the internet, Eurostat found that 33% 
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did so because they wanted to search for “information on sport and leisure activities” (2002). Similarly, 
the US study found that 53% of respondents used the internet and that one-third of these (19% 
of all respondents) reported exploring at least one arts topic on the internet (2002). Viewing and 
listening to art forms via the internet is currently small compared to the aforementioned formats. In 
2001, some 27 million Americans (13% of the population) accessed music via the internet. In 2002 
the corresponding figure for Finland was 15%. In England 17% of the population viewed or listened 
to an art form during 2003 and 19% did so in Wales in 2005. The Irish data reflect this growth 
with findings that suggest 21% have used a computer to watch or listen to an arts performance, 
that 14% have done so using the internet via broadband; and 9% are using the internet via dial-up 
access. Over time, it is likely that this upward trend will continue, particularly as broadband access 
becomes the norm.

As Chapter 7 outlined, a new area assessed in this Irish study was reading for pleasure. It found that 
64% of Irish people indicated that they had read at least one item for pleasure during the previous 
12 months. A similar question was also asked in the 2003 English survey. It found a reading for 
pleasure figure of 73%.

9.6	B arriers and Information on the Arts

The reasons preventing people from attending arts events more often, or at all, are of relevance to 
the continued development of the arts sector. Consequently, most of the international surveys have 
gathered information on this issue, both for the population as a whole and for specific groups. The 
most common reasons cited by respondents to four national surveys are outlined in Table 9.4.

	 Table 9.4: Barriers to the Arts, Selected Countries (% for each reason)
	
				N    orthern Ireland      England      Wales*      New Zealand**

	D ifficult to find time

	C osts too much

	F amily commitments

	N ot really interested

	H ealth

	L ack of transport

	N othing close by

	N obody to go with

	M ight feel out of place

	 Prefer to do other things

Notes: In some cases reasons are phrased differently in different surveys. The common themes are presented above. 
* figures for attending theatre events; ** figures for why respondent attends the performing arts less often.

Chapter 8 showed that the level of perceived obstacles/barriers in Ireland appears to have fallen 
considerably between 1994 and 2006. However, the main obstacles identified in Ireland (i.e. family 
commitments, lack of time and cost) are common internationally.

The distribution of these difficulties and the rate of attendance by various groups within society 
are of interest. Not unexpectedly, rural dwellers in New Zealand and Northern Ireland highlighted 
transport issues as a barrier. Transport issues were also reported as a problem for the elderly in Wales, 
a group that were also more likely to indicate that their health was a barrier (in Wales, England and 
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Northern Ireland). Young people were found to be more likely to say they would feel out of place at 
an arts event in the surveys for England and Northern Ireland.

Studies in Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland each examined the participation of those living in 
disadvantaged areas26. In all cases residents of these areas reported lower levels of participation – for 
example in Wales those living in the 100 most socially excluded electoral wards (Communities First 
areas) were 9% less likely to attend events than the population as a whole. Among people with 
disabilities, the Scottish survey found that this group were 25% less likely to attend an arts event 
than the population as a whole. Among the entire Welsh population, 1% cited a ‘lack of facilities for 
the disabled’ as a barrier preventing their attendance.

The nature of people’s commitment to participation was underscored in the findings of the Northern 
Ireland and Wales surveys. The former found that 20% of respondents were prepared to travel 
between 1 and 2 hours to participate in an arts event and that a further 25% indicated that they 
would travel between 31 minutes and 1 hour. The Welsh survey reported that 20% of the population 
had been involved in organising an arts event at some point in the past, with 10% having done so 
during the previous 12 months.

In both Scotland and Northern Ireland information was collected on the methods used by people 
to find out what arts and cultural events are on in their local area. In both cases, newspapers were 
identified as the primary information source – 59% in Northern Ireland and 58% in Scotland. In 
Northern Ireland the other leading methods were: word of mouth (31%), television/radio (28%), 
posters (26%) and flyers and brochures (17%). Aside from newspapers, the main information sources 
in Scotland were: posters (22%), leaflets (12%), word of mouth (11%) and letters in the post (7%). 
The aforementioned growth in the internet was reflected in the Northern Ireland survey, with 9% of 
the population using it to get information.

9.7	S ummary of International Research Findings

Chapter 9 reviews the findings of a number of international studies relating to the public and the arts. 
It points out that comparisons between countries are difficult as studies were undertaken at different 
times; use different definitions of the arts; use different wording for their questions; and cover 
different activities. Also, each country has its own socio-cultural, policy and institutional contexts and 
a thorough comparison of findings would need to take these into account.

Keeping in mind these difficulties, Chapter 9 suggests that the figure for Ireland of 85% attendance 
at an arts event in the previous year is somewhat higher than in six other countries reviewed, where 
the figures vary between 73% and 84%. Attendance at cinema is the most common international 
arts activity, with Ireland just behind England (57% v 59%) in this regard. Despite its slippage since 
1994, Ireland scores well in relation to attendance at plays (30% as against 27% in Wales and 25% 
in England, for example) and is about average for opera (4% as against 6% in Scotland, 3% in the 
US and 2% in Northern Ireland). Overall, Irish attendance at arts events appears to be strong by 
international standards.

The finding in this study that Irish people attend art events in a wide range of venues is mirrored 
by the most recent Northern Ireland study (2004) which found a similar spread across venues (with 
differences in emphasis on particular venues). The finding that arts attendance is linked to education 
and income level is also seen in studies in Northern Ireland, Wales and the United States.

26  The Scottish study carried out a special ‘booster’ survey to facilitate their assessments.
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This study found that 64% of Irish people had read a book for pleasure in the past 12 months – this 
compares to a figure of 73% in a 2003 English study.

Data on accessing the arts by internet are difficult to compare as the technology is changing so 
quickly that time differences in survey undermine the comparisons. The same is true for questions on 
participation in the arts as definitions vary considerably across the countries reviewed.

The main obstacles reported internationally to greater arts attendance and participation are difficulties 
in finding the time (generally the main reason cited); cost; family commitments and lack of interest. 
The level of difficulty appears to be lower in Ireland (based on this study) than is generally the case 
internationally.

The international studies on the public and the arts generally find positive attitudes towards the 
arts; towards the role of the arts in society; and towards the idea of public funding for the arts. The 
studies also indicate that people feel the arts are important in providing insights into the lives of 
people from different cultures.
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10.1	From Data to Implications

All areas of public policy can benefit by being informed by reliable and up-to-date evidence of 
the public’s attitudes and behaviour. This study provides a considerable amount of information for 
consideration by policy-makers and providers such as the Department of Arts and the Arts Council; 
by local authorities; by various government departments, agencies and other bodies with a cultural 
role; and by arts organisations which, in a variety of ways, broker the relationship between the public 
and the arts. 

While it is beneficial for policy and provision to be evidence-based, this does not mean that policy 
implications follow in an easy or direct way from the study data. However, such data can provide a 
valuable resource when policies and strategies are being developed. Chapter 10 offers some initial 
observations on the study’s findings so as to begin the process of reflection and debate that this 
report will hopefully stimulate. 

10.2	Public Attitudes and Preferences

There is no doubting the positive attitude of the Irish public to the arts and to public expenditure 
in pursuit of broad public service arts objectives. The 2006 study demonstrates increases in such 
affirmative attitudes on the already high figures for 1994 (see Table 4.2). The present study includes 
a new question designed to test the positive disposition to increased public expenditure on the arts. 
As Figure 4.1 indicates, the positive attitude decreased somewhat under the challenge of other 
priorities but nevertheless stood firm enough to show that (excluding the ‘Don’t Knows’) exactly 
50% of people would like to see arts / culture spending increase and a further 43% would like to 
see it maintained at its current level.

This positive public disposition towards the arts and towards expenditure on the arts may be usefully 
set alongside the public’s priorities for spending. The evidence (see Table 4.7) is that the public’s top 
three priorities, representing the first preferences of 62% of the population, are in fact areas of arts 
provision in receipt of relatively modest support from the State. The implication is not that such a 
finding means the existing funding allocation is unbalanced, but it does perhaps raise an issue of - in 
the profoundest sense - ‘public relations’.

For example, the Arts Council correctly and regularly underlines support of the individual artist as one 
of its highest priorities. But that is a low priority for the Irish public, as is another core commitment 
of the Arts Council, that of supporting new and experimental work in the arts. Such disparity 
between public preference and official policy – and there are others - merits reflection, even when 
it is acknowledged that in many ways the very raison d’etre of public subsidy is not to let important 
cultural assets and issues be overly affected by public opinion and by the forces of the marketplace. 
Just so, the existence of a Department of the Arts and of a statutory agency like the Arts Council is 
to some extent predicated on the notion that such bodies understand and value the artist in a way 
the public does not. For all the increasing value the Irish public places on the arts (see Tables 4.3 
and 4.4), there is perhaps a lack of understanding about the role of artists and the nature of their 
work. This is perhaps the largest of what the 1994 survey report termed ‘contradictions in public 
response’ (p.94). The results of the 2006 survey represent a challenge to policy-makers and to arts 
organisations to close the gap between the positive general valuing of the arts evinced by the Irish 
public and its clearly under-developed understanding of what artists do and how central their work 
is to the acknowledged ‘common good’ that are the arts.

Finally, with regard to the stated preferences of the public for arts expenditure, it is perhaps fair 
to suggest that, after a decade of increases which represent some kind of ‘catch-up’ on previous 
decades of acknowledged under-investment, the coming decade of development and of new 
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financial investment may need to take greater account of prevailing public attitudes and may need 
to steer more resources in those directions. Nor is it a case of advocating two sets of polarised 
priorities. Indeed an approach of ‘both and’ rather than ‘either or’ will doubtless reveal a wide 
range of ways in which official priorities can be better aligned with public preferences, for there is 
no absolute dichotomy, for example, between increased investment in ‘arts programmes directed at 
areas of social disadvantage’ and support for ‘National organisations and events’. The requirements 
of a public survey may have to present various options as self-contained (see Table 4.7), but in reality 
different aspects of arts practice are interdependent and the relationship between them is more 
fluid. 

10.3	Children and Young People

A clear first preference of the public for spending on the arts was ‘Arts programmes and facilities 
dedicated to working for and with children and young people’. Table 4.7 shows that 54% of people 
chose this as either their first or second priority, significantly ahead of any of the seven other options 
offered. This represents a marked increase on a 1994 figure that was already high. While it might 
be argued that ‘children and young people’ will always attract an automatic weighting of public 
preference, it is worth underlining, especially in the context of legislation and provision around 
children’s rights (see Section 3.7.8), that this question was not asked of those who would be most 
likely to benefit from such a response, as no one under the age of 15 was surveyed. 

As Chapter 3 indicates, the past decade has seen some progress in arts provision for young people 
both within the formal school system and in the public domain. Relative to their demographic 
significance, the developmental import of childhood experiences, and the economic dependence of 
young people, however, it would appear that further progress is required and would be welcomed 
by the Irish public. This finding may be usefully considered in tandem with the evidence contained in 
Table 4.1 and especially the fact that 80% cite ‘family support and interest’ as a critical determinant 
of developing a personal interest in the arts.

The data concerning children and young people aligns well with the stated intention of the Arts 
Council in Partnership for the Arts to take initiatives and establish new funding programmes in the 
period 2006-2008 so as to increase the provision of opportunities in the arts for children and young 
people.

Formal arts education is a responsibility of the Department of Education and Science, though the Arts 
Council continues to invest in a range of programmes that bring artists of all disciplines into schools 
and it continues to advocate for arts education within and outside of school time. The intrinsic 
educational and cultural arguments for arts education are bolstered by the democratic weight 
provided by this study. Some 82% of people agree (37% of them strongly) that ‘Arts Education in 
schools is as important as science education’, an increase of 9% on the 1994 figure. Again 82% 
of people agree that ‘Lack of an arts education at school is a significant obstacle to developing an 
interest in the arts’. These findings, along with the socio-economic analysis of the responses to the 
statement ‘I am interested in the arts’ (see Table 4.4) and the ‘educational attainment’ analysis of 
much of the study’s evidence, provide the substance for reflection by arts and education authorities 
and for actions, both separate and joint. The establishment in late September 2006 of the Arts 
Education Committee, launched jointly by the Minister for the Arts and the Minister for Education 
and Science, and due to report in May 2007, offers an opportunity for particular attention to be paid 
to the alignment of arts provision with the formal education system. This represents one important 
element within the wider agenda of arts provision for young people.
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10.4	Public Attendance 

Attendance at arts activities at 85% is high in both absolute terms and when international comparisons 
are made, as in Figure 9.1. As elsewhere, such attendance is dominated by the ‘Mainstream Film’ 
category, which is nearly double the figure for the second category (‘A Play’)27. The evidence revealed 
in Figure 5.1 and Table 5.1 underlines a trend demonstrated consistently by several aspects of the 
research: the steady move towards the popular, commercial, and less formal arts practices or events 
and away from the more traditional art forms, at least in their more conventional manifestation or 
location. It should be underlined however that, though not always evident in terms of consumption, 
there is a strong and mutually beneficial interdependence, in the domains of production and 
distribution, between popular or commercial cultural forms and the forms, genres and practices that 
are normally understood as comprising ‘the arts’.

It is difficult not to see a consistent pattern in the falls in attendance, measured on the 1994 / 2006 
axis, in Opera (from 6% to 4%), Classical Music (from (9% to 7%), Traditional Irish or Folk Music 
(from 24% to 19%), Art Exhibitions (from 23% to 15%), and Drama / ‘A Play’ (from 37% to 30%). 
The evidence of these figures needs to be considered especially when it has been established (see 
Figure 8.1) that the public perceive fewer obstacles to attendance and participation than it did in 
1994 and that such falls in attendance occurred during a decade of significant investment in the arts, 
as outlined in Chapter 3.

A great deal of the new investment in the arts since 1994 has been in the provision of capital 
infrastructure and it is widely recognised - and the survey would appear to support this - that that 
there is a need to match recent capital investment with greater resources for the provision of high-
quality programmes of music, art and theatre so that the benefits of the new arts infrastructure can 
be more fully realised in the coming years (see final paragraph of Section 3.3). The establishment 
in October 2006 by the Arts Council of the Touring Experiment - a two year action research project 
with a specific budget of €2m designed to shape future policy for touring – would appear to be an 
important element within the set of actions required to address this issue.

Although attendance at a play (at 30%) remains high the apparent fall in attendance in the past 
decade merits special attention, especially when theatre is such a significant area of spending by 
the Arts Council. It is recognised that the 1994 figure (37%) may have included people who in 
2006 diverted their response to categories not previously offered (Open-air street theatre / spectacle; 
Stand-up Comedy; Circus), so the 1994 / 2006 fall may be less than it first appears. However it needs 
to be recognised that, when the focus of the research moved to home ‘consumption’ of drama via 
radio, television or DVD, the evidence is also of reduced watching and listening (see Table 7.3). Thus, 
it would appear that, whether live on stage or broadcast, there is a diminishing public appetite for 
plays. It is also worth underlining that, whereas theatre-going remains a predominantly middle-class 
activity, that is precisely the social class demonstrating the greatest fall in attendance (from 58% to 
41%). This evidence represents a significant challenge to theatre companies and their funders. The 
challenge is further underlined when analysis of the frequency of attendance is undertaken. Of the 
smaller absolute number of those attending a play in 2006, fewer than half (about 45%) attended 
more than once in the previous year, whereas the comparable figure in 1994 was about 57%.

27  The position of music in the ‘hierarchy’ of attendance needs some clarification. There were 7 genres of music among the 22 options offered, 
    not including opera or musical theatre. They range from world music (5%) through to rock or popular music (28%), demonstrating inter alia 
    the continuum of musical forms and styles enjoyed live by the Irish public.
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10.5	Venues and the Public Realm

Given the high response rates to attendance at mainstream film and to a range of popular musical 
forms, it is not unexpected that cinemas and pubs / hotels are by far the best attended venues, 
but the fact that open air venues (at 33%) exceed theatres (24%), concert halls (18%) and other 
dedicated arts venues (18%) may come as a surprise.

The 2006 survey demonstrates how people increasingly engage with the arts in the public realm, 
as evident by the 19% who attended open-air street theatre or spectacle and the 33% of people 
who attended an arts event in the open-air (see Table 5.5). These findings may in part relate to the 
significance of festivals (see Section 3.7.3), a conjecture given some substance by the exceptional 
figures from Connaught/Ulster where the Galway Arts Festival, the influence of Macnas, and the 
Earagail Arts Festival inter alia may help to explain the fact that 47% of people there attended an 
arts event in an open-air venue (14% above the national average) and 28% attended open-air street 
theatre / spectacle (9% above the national average). Such findings about the context and location in 
which the public attends the arts can be instructive for future policy and strategic planning, inclusive 
of capital development.

Notwithstanding the correct emphasis on investing in capital infrastructure, the evidence of the 
2006 research suggests that there is merit in exploring the implications for the arts of the public’s 
comfort with events and activities that happen outside of formal arts venues. Increased attention to 
this agenda might help in part to address the ‘social inclusion’ issue which is central to all aspects 
of public policy, culture included, as is clear when consideration is given to the social analysis of the 
‘Venues Attended’ portion of the present study (see Figure 5.5 and following).

The 2006 survey is the first to ask specifically about Public Art (see Section 3.7.6). The high response 
rate to the question about intentional (as opposed to casual) observation of a public art work (see 
Section 5.6) underlines the value of the significant investment made in this domain by a number 
of agencies at both local and national level, especially since the mid 1990s, and underscores the 
importance of developing high-quality public art provision as a key element within the wider policies 
and strategies directed at increasing public access to and engagement with the arts. The recent trend 
in public art practice to favour a broadening of the range and nature of arts experiences captured 
within the fold of ‘public art’ appears even more desirable, given the evidence of the 2006 survey 
findings.

10.6	Public Participation

Participation in arts activities (see Table 6.1) shows some small gains across a range of arts activities 
where sustained personal participation is typical. Indeed this table merits consideration not alone 
by arts policy-makers and providers but also by those engaged in adult and continuing education, 
community development programmes, ‘active age’ services, and by those designing and providing 
facilities and services broadly designed to improve quality of life. As the commentary on Table 6.2 
states, participation in the arts is less a factor of class than it was in 1994 and this may present 
opportunities to arts policy-makers and providers when they address issues of social inclusion.
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Some 19% of the population had participated in at least one arts activity in the previous year and 
18% of people were members of a club or had taken arts classes. These findings may help to inform 
future provision in the ‘Education, Community, Outreach’ dimension by both policy-makers and 
by the increasing number of arts institutions and organisations engaging in this work. The fall in 
attendance set against the figures for participation might suggest that there is a need for an even 
greater orientation of arts policy and provision to develop strategies and increase support for practices 
that complement the more orthodox conception of the public as being solely ‘an audience’. 

The Council of National Cultural Institutions, supported by the Department of Arts, has done valuable 
work in developing a policy framework for such practice. At its heart is the conception that the 
‘Education, Community, Outreach’ agenda is not a satellite service, so much as an institution-wide 
value, deriving from an understanding of cultural institutions as ‘social spaces’ and ‘learning sites’. 
This conception, supported by the evidence of public preferences (Table 4.7) and by existing public 
participation, offers an agenda of enormous opportunity to policy-makers, if there is a will to explore 
a range of models and systems by which the arts might be placed more centrally in the lives of an 
increasing number of Irish people.

The 2006 survey offered a new category of participation and 7% of people responded positively 
to the option called ‘Helping with running an arts event or organisation’. This is the fourth highest 
response rate in a list of options, and in the context of recent government initiatives in the field of 
active citizenship may merit increased attention by arts providers, local and national.

10.7	Private Consumption and Information

While radio and television continue to be important media for cultural ‘consumption’, the downward 
trend revealed in Table 7.3 – to which rock and popular music is the exception – confirms patterns 
observed in other parts of the study and in attendance at live events especially. Some of the falls on 
the 1994 / 2006 axis are steep indeed; that for watching a play (from 40% to 22%) has already been 
noted, and that for watching an arts-related programme - e.g. a review or documentary programme- 
(from 30% to 10%) in a decade where many more such programmes have been broadcast by RTÉ is 
surprising. The remarkable rise (from 14% to 43%) in the ‘consumption’ of film or television drama 
via the purchase of DVDs or videos, indicates that a number of factors are interacting to produce a 
much higher proportion of the population that is making more individuated choices as to what they 
watch and listen to. A consistent element of such choices, across all forms and genres, is a strong 
allegiance to purchasing the work of Irish artists (see Table 6.6).

The evidence of this study presents challenges for all agencies and organisations interested in 
engaging the public in ‘quality’ arts experiences, at least as traditionally defined. The pressures on 
the public’s spare time, though offset by increased purchasing power and by a vastly increased range 
of leisure options including many more cultural ‘goods’, are resulting in gains for popular cultural 
forms only. The fall in the past decade in the purchase of poetry books and of original works of art 
(see Table 6.3) on what were already small base figures, seems emblematic of the wider fact that, 
notwithstanding increases in disposable income, the public is not ‘consuming’ more art, at least as 
traditionally defined. 

Clearly, the market failure which lies at the heart of the rationale for public subsidy of the arts 
remains. While there are successes in the arts market, they lie elsewhere than in the orthodox domain 
represented by activities like reading poetry, looking at paintings, or listening to classical music – 
whether in public settings or privately at home. Engaging with the implications of those market 
failures and the new successes may require a deep exploration of the long-standing orthodoxies 
of what constitutes a work of art or an arts experience, and, like so much of the evidence revealed 
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by this study, may provide an opportunity for enquiry and debate as well as for new collaborative 
research and joint actions by agencies such as the Arts Council and RTÉ.

Chapter 3, in Section 3.7.11 especially, drew attention to the manner in which new technologies 
altered the nature of ‘cultural consumption’. As the 2006 survey bears out - see Section 6.3, for 
example – a sizeable proportion of the Irish population is already accustomed to downloading arts-
related material from the internet. Section 8.3 shows that radio and television have become relatively 
more important than they were in 1994, notwithstanding the primacy still of the local newspaper, 
but it is clear (see also Figure 5.4 and Table 7.1) that the current figures for arts-related use of the 
new technologies and the internet are indicative of future behaviour, and that those charged with 
programming, and certainly those responsible for marketing the arts and for developing audiences, 
will have to take increasing account of these new means by which the public accesses arts experiences 
or information about the arts.      

10.8	Social Inclusion

Various tables and figures in the 2006 study confirm that, whether expressed in terms of income 
(e.g. Figure 5.3), educational attainment (e.g. Table 5.7), or occupational class (e.g. Table 6.4), access 
to and engagement with the arts, and with certain art forms and practices especially, continue to be 
determined in large measure by social circumstance.

Reference has already been made to the predominance of middle class people as theatre-goers 
and the same is true of attendance at art exhibitions or at classical music concerts and recitals. This 
long-standing cultural reality remains a challenge to arts policy-makers, funders and practitioners 
who doubtless believe that the arts are inter alia important and distinctive forms of human 
knowledge and that their practice and enjoyment offer access to a repository of fundamental human 
experience. That this repository continues to be unlocked by a minority, and largely by those whose 
social circumstances permit, means that the arts, as practiced in Ireland, are often a mark of social 
exclusiveness rather than an instrument of social inclusion.

Social inclusion, as a value and as a criterion of good public policy, is now enshrined centrally and 
explicitly in government policy. Taken with the significant budget increases for the arts and cultural 
sector since 1994, it seems important that further and concerted efforts are made to ensure that more 
benefits of increased investment accrue to those in relatively poor socio-economic circumstances 
or to those who are otherwise socially excluded. Table 4.7 confirms that such a policy would be 
favoured by the Irish public of whom just under 40% chose ‘Arts Programmes directed at areas of 
social disadvantage’ as either their first or second preference of the eight options offered.

The publication in 2006 of this report and of the forthcoming report of the NESF Project Team on 
Cultural Inclusion provides an opportunity for well-informed debate on how a range of agencies 
can work together to release the potential of the arts to advance social inclusion and also on how 
Irish arts practice might be enriched by ensuring that it engages with an ever-widening range of 
citizens.

10.9	Local and Regional Development

Chapter 3 detailed the much greater role of local government in current provision of the arts than 
would have obtained in 1994 (see Section 3.4). Whether considered within the framework of local 
authorities or the somewhat broader frame of County Development Boards, the arts have achieved 
a new prominence within the strategic planning of amenities and services in towns, cities and 
counties. Alongside the significant growth in capital infrastructure in the arts (see Section 3.3), there 
has emerged in the past decade a new socio-economic context for the development of the arts that 
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might well explain the significant closing of the gap between rural and urban attendance at the arts 
(see Table 5.4) and the general pattern whereby, across a range of indicators, there is a narrowing of 
the gap identified in 1994 between the ‘rest of the country’ and Dublin.

In one significant respect – that of the proportion of the public favouring increased government 
spending on the arts – Dublin (52%) is exceeded by both Munster (61%) and the Rest of Leinster 
(60%), lending support to increased investment by local authorities, whose remit may also allow 
them to pay close attention to the public’s stated preferences for arts spending. Local authorities 
have both the opportunity and mandate, whether acting on their own or in partnership with the Arts 
Council, to realise the full potential of the past decade of capital development, through supporting 
amateur, community and professional arts activity in those arts venues. Furthermore, and again 
operating unilaterally or in partnership with those in arts, education, health, community or other 
sectors, there is endorsement of existing programmes and appetite for more, especially when those 
programmes involve residencies, collaborations, or other projects directed at young people, the local 
community and those who might be termed ‘socially disadvantaged’.

Figure 4.2 represents a challenge to local authorities whose increased investment does not appear 
to have brought with it high public awareness of that aspect of their services. This is an issue worthy 
of collective reflection at both County Manager level and among the network of local authority arts 
officers. It needs to be added that funding and other support of the arts, especially at local level, 
is increasingly achieved by partnerships between a range of agencies and organisations. It is more 
difficult therefore to send the public clear messages as to the nature and extent of the involvement 
of an individual local authority.

Whether fully credited in the public mind, or not, local authorities can take special encouragement 
from the findings in relation to public art (see section 5.6). Art in the public realm – whether public 
art, street theatre and spectacle, or festivals – is an area of growth and a focus of public affirmation, 
as the response to several of the survey’s questions bears out. It is also an area of arts activity with 
which local authorities are especially identified. Further development – for example in the range and 
nature of what constitutes ‘public art’ – would be likely to meet with public approval, the survey 
suggests. 

10.10  Concluding Remarks

The issues treated above derive from some key areas of arts policy and provision highlighted by 
the evidence of the research. This evidence is now available to inform planning by policy-makers 
and practitioners alike. Increased public funding of the arts in the past twelve years has resulted in 
significant achievements, but, as with most aspects of public life, the achievements have the effect 
of highlighting the challenges that remain. The arts are by nature ever-changing and require flexible 
strategies to address their changing needs, whether defined from the perspective of the artist, the 
public, or of the organisation or venue that facilitates public engagement with the arts. 

The high rate of change and responsiveness that is a feature of much arts practice is accompanied by 
the quick rhythm of current demographic and social change in Ireland and by an equally fast rate of 
change in the twin fields of technology and communication. All these factors create an environment 
wherein arts policy and provision is both exciting and challenging. In keeping with other areas of 
public life, such as health and education, and consistent with the principles set out by the Arts 
Council in its Partnership For The Arts: Arts Council Goals 2006-2010, there is a strong case for 
partnership with the public whose taxes provide the means for public support of the arts and who 
are key beneficiaries of and stakeholders in public arts provision. 
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The Public and the Arts (2006) is the result of an extensive process of research and enquiry with 
Irish citizens – or at least those older than 15 years - to determine their behaviour and attitudes in 
relation to the arts at a time of extraordinary social change and of unprecedented economic success. 
The final report, appropriately, places back into the public domain the evidence of this research 
so as to help inform arts policy and provision for a public which demonstrates, by its attendance, 
participation, consumption and attitudes, an exceptional level of interest in and commitment to the 
arts, as part of individual lives and as part of wider Irish society.
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Statistical Techniques Used 

The Public and the Arts 2006 gathered information from 1,210 people around Ireland in relation 
to the arts. The advanced statistical analysis28 aimed to use the data collected from this sample 
population to generate some further insights into arts audiences and their demographics. Two 
techniques were used, cluster analysis and logistic regression.

The cluster analysis attempted to ‘cluster’ or identify relatively homogeneous groups of people from 
the sample population based on Question 1 from the study, relating to attendance at arts events29. 
Once the clusters were identified, their demographic characteristics were reviewed.

The other analysis was a multivariate analysis and the technique used was logistic regression. The 
analysis was conducted to address the question of what relationship a variable such as age, gender or 
social class has on attending an arts event, controlling for other influences. This technique estimates 
the probability of an event occurring, e.g. an individual attending a play.

Cluster Analysis - Arts Attendance and Watching Arts 

The cluster analysis was undertaken for question 1a - attendance at arts activities. Based on the 
cluster analysis of people who attend arts activities, people were allocated or grouped into four 
clusters. These clusters, with generic ‘aggregate’ names for the people in them, are listed in Table 
A1.1.

	 Table A1.1: Clusters for Q1, attendance of arts activities

	 Cluster		N ame					         Count	 % of Sample Pop.

	     1		R  ock and pop music attendees		       396		  39%

	     2		M  ainstream moviegoers		        340		  33%

	     3		  Traditional and country music attendees     176		  17%

	     4		A  ttendees at a breadth of artforms	       111		  11%

	 Total		A  ll arts attendees last 12 months	     1,023		  100%

These clusters are described in more detail below:

1. Rock and pop music attendees: People in this cluster are characterised by their attendance at 
rock and pop music events, with low attendance at other arts activities. They comprise 39% of all 
arts activity attendees. They are younger than other clusters, with 60% of this cluster aged under 
35 compared to 45% in the overall sample.  They are also more likely to be single compared to the 
overall sample (54% of this cluster are single compared to 45% in the overall sample).  

2. Mainstream moviegoers: People in this cluster are characterised by their attendance of 
mainstream movies and their low attendance at all other arts activities. They comprise 33% of all arts 
activity attendees. For most of the demographic categories, they are similar to the overall sample. 
However, they are more likely to live in large urban areas (46% compared to 35% in the overall 
sample) and outside Connaught/Ulster (87% compared to 82% in the overall sample).

28  This annex was prepared by Insight Statistical Consulting.
29  Factor analysis was used in the 1994 report to identify groups of similar variables. However, the similar technique of 
    cluster analysis was seen as most appropriate for the 2006 data. 
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3. Traditional and country music attendees: People in this cluster are characterised by their 
attendance at traditional Irish or folk music events, country and western music activities and their 
low attendance at other arts activities. They comprise 17% of all arts activity attendees. They are 
older than other respondents (76% are 35 years old and over compared to 55% in the overall 
sample), more likely to be married (57% married compared to 45% in the overall sample) and less 
likely to be in the ABC1 social class (31% compared to 41% in the overall sample). The cluster 
usually has a lower education level with 17% attending third level education compared to 30% in 
the overall sample, and people in this group are more likely to be rural dwellers (54% of the cluster 
compared to 31% overall). Linked to this, only 10% of the group live in Dublin compared to 28% 
in the overall sample.

4. Attendees at a breadth of art forms: People in this cluster are characterised by their attendance 
at a wide cross section of arts activities with the exception of country and western music. (Note that 
this cluster captures breadth rather than frequency of attendance) They comprise 11% of all arts 
activity attendees. They are more likely to be female than the overall sample (64% female compared 
to 51% overall) and younger (54% under 35 compared to 45% overall). They are more likely to be 
in the ABC1 social class (72% compared to 41% overall) and to have attended third level education 
(64% compared to 30% overall). Finally they mainly live in large urban centres of population (50% 
compared to 35% overall).

Table A1.2 shows a summary of the demographic characteristics of each cluster compared to the 
overall percentages for all respondents.  It uses the following key:
	 • One +/- symbol represents a difference of between 0 percent and ten percent.
	 • Two ++/-- symbols represents a difference of between 10 and 20 percent.
	 • Three +++/--- symbols represents a difference of greater than 20%.

For example, the third column in Table A1.2 relates to the cluster – rock and pop attendees. The 
column indicates that the 39% of the sample population that fell into this group are between 0% 
and 10% more likely to be female, between 10% and 20% more likely to be under 35 years old and 
less than 10% more likely to be single compared to the total sample.
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	 Table A1.2: Summary of Demographic Characteristics of Clusters 
		           – Arts Attendance
		
							       Clusters – Arts Attendance
	
	 Variable			      Rock/ pop 	 Mainstream    Traditional/      Attendees at
					        attendees	 moviegoers    country music   breadth of
									         attendees	 art forms

	G ender		     Male	

	A ge		      Less than 35	

	M arital status	     Single	

	S ocial class	     ABC1	

	E ducation	     Third level 

			       education	

	C hildren under 	    Yes

	 18 in household   

	L ocation	     Large Urban 

			       Settlement

	R egion	                 Dublin	

	 + or -	      < 10% above or below all respondents
	 ++ or --	      10% to 20% above or below all respondents
	 +++ or ---     > 20% above or below all respondents

Multivariate Analysis of Attendance at Arts Activities

This analysis also related to attendance by people at arts events, i.e. to question 1a of the study 
questionnaire. The analysis sought to ask for each art form or genre: is a person more likely or less 
likely to attend this art form or genre if they are male/female; older/younger etc. It sought to do this 
while controlling for the other factors, i.e. it looked at gender independent of age, class etc. The 
independent variables were age, gender, marital status, social class, educational level, children in 
household, urban/rural area and region.

The analysis asked: what is the relationship of any one variable on arts attendance, controlling 
for other influences? Multivariate statistical tests are appropriate for addressing questions of this 
nature. The technique used here is logistic regression and is similar to analysis conducted in the 
1997 benchmark US arts participation study (National Endowment for the Arts, Survey of Public 
Participation in the Arts).  

Logistic Regression estimates the probability of an event occurring, e.g. the likelihood of a person 
attending a play. In the text that follows, variables are only discussed if there was a statistically 
significant difference between the independent variable and the art form or genre for the study 
sample.
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Results of the Multivariate Analysis on Q1a 
(Attendance at Arts Events)

Plays
The data suggests that, based on the study sample, people who attend plays are more likely to be 
female, to be aged over 45 years, to be in the ABC1 social class and to have attended third-level 
education.

Opera
Audiences of opera are more likely to be female, to be aged over 45 years, to have attended third 
level education and to reside in the Munster region.

Musicals
As with many art activities, females are more likely attendees of musicals. The likelihood of attending 
rises if the person attended third-level education and if the person lives in the Leinster region outside 
Dublin.

Variety Show/Pantomime
Attendees are more likely to be females, to be from larger urban areas and to be from outside 
Dublin.

Stand-up Comedy
Middle class people (ABC1) are more likely to attend comedy activities. The likelihood of attending 
also rises with third level education attendance. 

Circus
Females are more likely to attend the circus than males and having children under 18 in the household 
also increases the chance of attending.

Open-air Street Theatre/Spectacle
People that attended third-level education and people from Connaught/Ulster are most likely to 
attend open-air street theatre/spectacle.

Mainstream Film
The analysis suggests that, based on the study sample, young people are the most likely film attendees 
with attendance decreasing with increased age. People that attended third level education and who 
live in a large urban area are also more likely attendees. 

Art-house Film
Based on the study analysis, there were no statistically significant differences identified for attending 
art-house film in relation to the variables examined, i.e. gender, age, social class etc.

Contemporary Dance
Females were more likely to attend contemporary dance than males.

Ballet
Females were more likely to attend ballet than males.

Traditional/Folk Dance
Based on the study sample, there were no statistically significant differences identified for attending 
traditional/folk dance events in relation to the variables examined, i.e. gender, age, social class etc.
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Other Dance Performance
People who attended third level education are more like to attend ‘other dance’ performances.

Classical Music Concert or Recital
Based on the analysis of the study sample, people aged over 55 years are the most likely age cohort 
to attend classical music activities. People with third level education and who live in a large urban area 
are also more likely to attend classical music activities

Jazz/Blues Music
People from larger population centres are more likely to attend jazz/blues music activities.

Rock or Pop Music
Attendance at rock or pop music activities decreases with age. The age categories that are most likely 
attendees are the 15 to 34 year olds. People are more likely to go to rock or pop activities if they 
attended third level education. People are less likely to attend if they are from the Munster region.

Traditional, Irish or Folk Music
Attendance at traditional, Irish or folk music activities is more likely as a person gets older and if a 
person lives outside a large urban area.

Country and Western Music
As for traditional music, attendance at country and western music activities increases with age; people 
from the 45-55 year old age group are most likely to attend. Social class C2 and lower are the more 
likely to attend than higher social classes. Not having children under 18 years old in the household 
and living in rural areas also increase the likelihood of attending country and western music events. 
Attendance increases for people outside of Dublin, and is highest in Leinster (excluding Dublin) and 
Connaught/Ulster. 

World Music
The 15 to 34 year old age group is most likely to attend world music activities.

Other Live Music Performance
Middle class people (of social class ABC1) are more likely attendees of ‘other live music’ performances. 
People living in Leinster outside Dublin are also more likely attendees.

Readings
Based on the study sample, women and those that have attended third-level education are more likely 
attendees at reading events.

Art Exhibitions
Based on the study sample, women, older people, those with third level education, those living in large 
urban areas and people living in Leinster (outside Dublin) are more likely attendees of art exhibitions. 
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Chapter 1 provided an overview of the survey population and the process used to undertake the survey. 
This annex gives more details on the steps involved in this part of the research, namely:

	 • Development of the survey questionnaire
	 • Undertaking the 1,210 face-to-face survey interviews
	 • The data entry and data analysis work
	 • Advanced statistical analysis
	 • Provision of full data set to the Arts Council

Development of the Survey Questionnaire

The research team did not start from a ‘blank page’ as a key requirement of the study was that it would 
generate data comparable to the data generated by the Arts Council’s The Public and the Arts 1994 study. 
As such, the 1994 questionnaire was a starting point in developing the questionnaire for this study.

The 1994 questionnaire needed to be updated to take account of new developments in the arts in the 
intervening 12 years. Secondly, its language was updated in some respects. Thirdly, trends in international 
studies on arts attendance and participation identified a number of new areas for exploration in such 
surveys. Finally, the Arts Council wished to ask a number of new questions in relation to areas of interest 
in 2006 and, similarly, a number of areas of interest in 1994 were no longer relevant.

To support the consultants in developing the questionnaire, the Arts Council established an internal Working 
Group consisting of its staff members and specialists across the range of art forms. Important inputs were 
made by members of this Group, and by the Arts Council Director, in developing the questionnaire and 
finalising its wording, to reflect changes in the Irish arts context between 1994 and 2006. 

Questionnaires from recent international studies were reviewed and, where new questions were added, the 
wording of questions from other countries was used (or adapted) where possible to facilitate comparison. 
For example, the question on venues attended in the past year (Question 6) was adapted from a question 
in the Northern Ireland study of 2004. Similarly, Questions 10 and 13 built on questions from the 2003 
study on participation by the Arts Council of England and Question 18 (about government spending) was 
adapted from a question in an Australian arts survey. Useful insights were also gained from studies in New 
Zealand, Scotland and the US. 

A draft version of the questionnaire was piloted before the final version of the questionnaire was signed 
off by the Arts Council.

Undertaking the Survey of 1,210 People

Based on the list of Irish District Electoral Divisions (DEDs), 100 sampling points were randomly selected 
covering the Republic of Ireland. At each sampling point, 12 households were randomly chosen and one 
person was interviewed per household. To ensure the survey was representative of the population, quota 
controls were set for age, gender, region and social class. In total 1,210 interviews were conducted and 
interviewing took place between 26th June and 04th August 2006.

The methodology of in-home face-to-face interviews was used because of the duration of questionnaire 
and nature of the study. In-home surveys provide an environment that is conducive to allowing the 
respondent to concentrate on a subject and give considered responses.  The data collection followed the 
guidelines set out by ESOMAR (the World Association of Opinion and Market Research Professionals).
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The interviewers used were fully trained and experienced in conducting such research.  They were fully 
briefed on the project prior to the commencement of fielding.

Data Entry and Analysis

When the questionnaires were returned, a number of steps were undertaken:

	 • Questionnaires were reviewed by hand;
	 • Data was entered using a specialist data entry software programme, customised to 
	    this study, which picked up any data inconsistencies;
	 • A second quality check of the data was undertaken using the Data Desk 
	    software package. 

Subsequent to data entry and file cleaning data tables were produced using SPSS. 

A number of definitions used in the data analysis are presented in Table A2.1. 

Table A2.1: Definitions of Terms Used in Data Analysis

Occupational Class	
	 • Based on occupation of head of household.
	 • ‘Middle Class’ includes Socio-economic Class A (Upper Middle Class, covering 
	    professions such as doctor, solicitor, accountant with own practice and company director), 
	    Class B (Middle Class, covering occupations such as engineer, accountant employed, 
	    business manager, school principal and journalist) and Class C1 (Lower Middle Class,
	    covering occupations such as bank clerk, junior civil servant, nurse, teacher, priest, 
	    musician and computer technician).
	 • ‘Skilled Working Class’ refers to Socio-economic Class C2 covering occupations such 
	     as bricklayer, carpenter, fireman, garda, barman, taxi driver and bus driver.
	 • ‘Semi-skilled’ and ‘Unskilled’ Working Class covers occupations such as labourer, van 
	    driver, postman, hospital attendant and general operative.

Urban/Rural
	 • ‘Rural’ refers to somebody living in open countryside or in a settlement of under 1,500
	     people. This is the same definition as is used by the CSO in the Census.

Region	
	 • ‘Dublin’ was defined as County Dublin, i.e. the four local authority areas of Dublin 
	    City Council; South Dublin County Council; Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire/ 	
	    Rathdown County Council.
	 • ‘Rest of Leinster’ therefore constituted all of the counties of Leinster excluding Dublin.

All sample base sizes generate some margin of error. Figure A2.1 shows that the margin of error at the 
95% confidence level for different sample sizes. The figures were calculated for a variable with two 
outcomes and for the worst possible case i.e. 50%, thus providing an upper bound for the margin 
of error.
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Figure A2.1: Margin of Error at Various Base Sizes

Figure A2.1 shows that, with a sample base size of 1,210 responses, the margin of error at the 95% confidence 
level is approximately +/- 3%. With this sample size, when sub groups are examined e.g. gender, region, urban/
rural, social class etc., there is still a good accuracy level. As an example, with a sample size of approximately 
600 responses (for gender), the confidence interval is +/- 4%.

As stated, the above diagram provides an upper bound for the margin of error. This is shown below (in Table 
A2.2) for the 50% proportion, i.e. +/- 3%. If 1,210 people are asked about a certain activity and 50% of them 
say that they undertake this activity, then the ‘confidence interval’ for this answer is between 47% and 53%. 
However, if only 5% say that they undertake the activity, or likewise if 95% of people say they undertake the 
activity, then the confidence interval narrows, as the table shows.

Table A2.2: Confidence Intervals at 95% Confidence Level for Selected Sample Proportions

	        Proportion			     95% confidence interval

		  95%					     94% - 96%

		  90%					     88% - 92%

		  70%					     67% - 73%

		  50%					     47% - 53%

		  30%					     27% - 33%

		  10%					     8% - 12%

		  5%					     4% - 6%

Having produced the basic 2006 results and analysed them, a number of comparisons are made in the study 
with the results of the 1994 study. While this was generally possible:
	 • The updating of some categories in the 2006 questionnaire precluded direct comparison;
	 • Some questions had not been asked in 1994;
	 • In undertaking the 1994 analysis, some categories of information collected in some questions 
	    had been merged which made comparison difficult.

The process of data analysis was aided by comments and insights from a number of staff members and 
specialists from the Arts Council as well as by external experts. 

Sample Size

W
id

th
 o

f 
C

.I.

100
200

300
400

500
600

700
800

900
1000

1100
1200

1300
1400

1500
1600

Margin of Error at Various Base Sizes

15%

10%

5%

0%



128          

The Public and the Arts 2006

Annex 2: Survey Methodology

Advanced Statistical Analysis

The advanced statistical analysis undertaken was presented in Annex 1.

In the 2004 report, Factor Analysis was conducted to identify groups of similar variables. Because of the 
data format for this study it was decided to carry out a Cluster Analysis of the cases to identify relatively 
homogeneous groups of people.  Having identified the clusters, the demographic characteristics of 
each cluster were then examined. The cluster analysis was carried out on variables for attendance at 
the arts, viewing the arts on television and purchase of the arts.

Multivariate analysis was conducted to address the question of what impact one variable such as age, 
gender or social class has on arts participation controlling for other influences. The specific technique 
used was Logistic Regression. This technique estimates the probability of an event occurring, e.g. of 
an individual attending a live performance. 

Provision of Dataset to Arts Council

A copy of the full dataset gathered from the 1,210 interviews, together with the cross-tabulations and 
advanced statistical analysis, was provided to the Arts Council.
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ARTS SURVEY

Please print contact details

Name: (Mr. Mrs. Miss. Ms)

Address:

Telephone Number:

ASSIGNMENT NO. TRANSFER FROM QUOTA SHEET

Interviewer name:		

Office use only	

	

	

	

Q’aire No.

Questionnaire No.

Office use only
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C1 	G ender

		M  ale			   1
		F  emale			  2

C2 	A ge  [         ]     State exact and Code

			   15 - 24		 1
			   25 - 34		 2
			   35 - 44		 3
			   45 - 54		 4
			   55 - 64		 5
			   65+		  6

C3 	M arital status

		S  ingle			   1
		M  arried		  2
		D  ivorced/Separated	 3	
		W  idowed		  4

C4	O ccupation of Chief 
	I ncome earner
		
		  [Record details below]
	
	

	N ow code		
C5	S ocial Class
		AB			     1
		C  1			   2
		C  2			   3
		DE			     4
		F  50+ 			   5
		F   50 -			   6

C6	W orking status  [C.I.E.]

		W  orking full-time	 1	
		W  orking part-time	 2
		S  elf-employed		  3
		U  nemployed [seeking 	 4
		    employment]	
		F  ull-time homemaker	 5	
		S  tudent		  6

		F  ull-time farmer	 7	
		  Part time farmer	 8	
		R  etired			  9

	O ccupation of Chief 
	I ncome earner

	 [Record details below]
	

	W orking status  	
	  [Respondent]
		W  orking full-time	 1
		W  orking part-time	 2
		S  elf-employed		  3
		U  nemployed[seeking 	 4
		    employment]	
		F  ull-time homemaker	 5
		S  tudent		  6
		F  ull-time farmer	 7	
		  Part time farmer	 8	
		R  etired		             9

C7	E ducational Level Completed
	 [Respondent]

		  Primary level		  1
		A  ttended 2nd level	 2
		  2nd level		  3
		S  till at 2nd level	 4	
		  3rd level Under 	 5
		    Graduate	
		  3rd level Post 		  6
		    Graduate	
		S  till at 3rd level		 7
		N  o formal education	 8

C8	D o you have children living with you 
	 under the age of 18?

		Y  es
	
		N  o			 
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C9	A ssignment No: 	

			 
Interviewer declaration

I declare that this interview has been carried out strictly in accordance with your instruction 
and within the MRS Code of Conduct.

	S igned	

	D ate	

	R espondent willingness for re-interview

		Y  es	 1

		N  o	 2

Good morning/afternoon/evening.

My name is __________ and I am working with ______________. We are currently conducting 
a survey in relation to your leisure activities and the arts, e.g. do you go to the cinema; do you 
buy CDs or DVDs, do you play a musical instrument etc. 

We would be grateful if you could spare about 20 minutes to complete this survey. 

Section 1 Attendance at Arts Activities

The first section deals with general attendance at arts activities. By attendance, I mean that you 
that you have gone out to a performance, to the cinema, to a concert etc.

Q1 (a)  Which, if any, of these activities have you attended in the past 12 months 
(Ireland or elsewhere)? Show Card A, tick all that apply

Q1 (b)  How often have you attended XXXX in the past 12 months?
To be answered for all types of arts activities ticked under Q1(a). Call out 
the relevant categories and tick as appropriate in table.
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					         Q1 (a)		   Q1b Frequency of attendance
					       Attended in 
					L     ast 12 Months		
								O        nce	 2-6 times   More than	  Don’t 
									                 	          6 times      know

Group A	

	 1. A play
	 2. Opera
	 3. Musical
	 4. Variety show/
  	        pantomime
	 5. Stand-up comedy
	 6. Circus
	 7. Open air street 
	     theatre/spectacle
						    
Group B

	 8. Mainstream film
	 9. Art-house film
						    
Group C

	 10. Contemporary 
	         dance
	 11. Ballet
	 12. Traditional/Folk 
	         dance
	 13. Other dance 
	         performance

Group D		

	 14. Classical music 
	 concert or recital 
		  (e.g. orchestral, 
		  choral or chamber)	
	 15. Jazz/Blues music
	 16. Rock or Popular music
	 17. Traditional Irish or Folk music
	 18. Country & Western music
	 19. World music
	 20. Other live music performance

Group E

	 21. Readings (e.g. literature/
	         poetry)
	 22. Art Exhibition (e.g. paintings, 
	         sculpture, photographs,
	         multi-media)
	 23. Other - please specify
	 24. None of the above*			 
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Q2a In relation to attending arts activities, as mentioned in the previous question, 	
        do you generally:

										SINGLE           CODE

	B ook your tickets in advance 							       1
	B ook your tickets when you go to the event, 
	    e.g. the concert or cinema							       2
	I t varies/a combination								        3
	F ree events/no booking required						      4
	D on’t know									         99

Q2b In relation to the way that you book your tickets, do you generally:

										SINGLE           CODE

	B ook your tickets in person (i.e. face-to-face)					     1
	B ook your tickets by telephone							      2
	B ook your tickets on the internet						      3
	O ther method of booking tickets						      4
	I t varies/a combination								        5
	F ree events/no booking required						      6
	D on’t know									         99

Q3 With regards to those arts events you attended, would you say these were:

										SINGLE           CODE

	A ll performed by professionals (i.e. full-time, paid people)			   1
	A ll performed by amateurs/voluntary/non-professional people			   2
	A  mixture of amateur and professional						     3
	D on’t know/can’t remember							       99

Q4a  How frequently do you have to travel more than 20 miles (32 kilometres) 
          from where you live to attend these activities just discussed?

	READ  OUT								SINGLE         CODE
	
	N ever										          1
	R arely										          2
	S ometimes									         3
	A lmost always									         4
	D on’t know/can’t remember							       99
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Q4b In terms of time required to travel to an arts activity from where you live, 
        how frequently do you have to travel for an hour or more:

	READ  OUT								SINGLE         CODE
	
	N ever										          1
	R arely										          2
	S ometimes									         3
	A lmost always									         4
	D on’t know/can’t remember							       99

Q5 Have you attended an event or events at an Arts festival in the past 12 months
      (e.g. in the Dublin Theatre Festival, the Kilkenny Arts Festival, the Galway Film 
      Fleadh, the Cork Jazz Festival, a traditional music festival, a Summer School 
      or as part of a local arts week?)

										SINGLE           CODE

	Y es										          1
	N o										          2
	D on’t know/can’t remember							       99

Q6 In which of the following venues have you attended an arts event in the past 
     12 months? Show Card B (Tick all that apply)

										MUL          TICODE

	 1. Cinema									         1
	 2. Church									         1
	 3. Concert Hall/Opera House							       1
	 4. School Hall									         1
	 5. Town Hall									         1
	 6. Community Centre								        1
	 7. Art gallery									         1
	 8. Theatre									         1
	 9. Other dedicated music/arts venue (e.g. Vicar Street in Dublin)		  1
	 10. Library									         1
	 11. Open Air Venue								        1
	 12. Pub/Hotel									         1
	 13. Other									         1
	 14. None of the above								        1
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Q7 Have you stopped to look at any art (e.g. a sculpture) in a public place (e.g. in 
      a park, on the street, roadside etc.) within the last 12 months?

										SINGLE           CODE

	Y es										          1
	N o										          2
	D on’t know/Can’t remember							       99

 
Section 2 Viewing and Listening to the Arts

The next few questions relate not to live events you attended but to your viewing and listening 
habits. 

Q8 Which of the following media have you used to watch or listen to an 
      arts performance or event in the past 12 months (e.g. watch a film or play, 
      listen to any kind of music etc)? Show Card C

							           MULTICODE	

	 1. Television						      1
	 2. Radio						      1	
	 3. Cassette player					     1	
	 4. CD player						      1	
	 5. Record player					     1	
	 6. Video recorder					     1	
	 7. DVD player						      1	
	 8. Digital music player 
	     (e.g. mp3 player or iPod)				    1	GO  TO Q9
	 9. Mini disc player					     1	
	 10. Games console					     1	
	 11. Computer						      1	
	 12. Internet using dial-up				    1	
	 13. Internet using broadband				    1	
	 14. Mobile phone or other mobile 
	       communication device (e.g. PDA etc)		  1	
	 15. Other						      1	
	 16. None of the above					     1	GO  TO Q10
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Q9   Which of these, if any, have you made a point of watching or listening in 
       the past 12 months on any media? Show Card D tick all that apply

				    	 9 (a) Watched – on any 	 9 (b) Listened to – on		
			    		  media (e.g. television, 	  any media (e.g. radio,
					       DVD, internet etc.)	          cassette player, internet etc.)

	G roup A	

		  1. A Play			   1					     1
		  2. Opera			   1					     1
		  3. Musical			   1					     1
		  4. Variety show/pantomime	 1					     1
		  5. Stand-up Comedy		  1					     1
		  6. Circus			   1	
		  7. Open air street theatre/
		        spectacle			   1	

	G roup B		

		  8. Mainstream Film		  1	
		  9. Art-house Film		  1	

	G roup C		

		  10. Contemporary Dance	 1	
		  11. Ballet			   1	
		  12. Traditional/Folk Dance	 1	
		  13. Other dance performance	 1	

	G roup D		

		  14. Classical music concert 	 1					     1
		        or recital (e.g. orchestral, 
		        choral or chamber)	
		  15. Jazz/Blues music		  1					     1
		  16. Rock or popular music	 1					     1
		  17. Traditional Irish or 		  1					     1
		        Folk music	
		  18. Country & Western music	 1					     1
		  19. World music		  1					     1
		  20. Other live music 
		        performance		  1					     1

	G roup E		

		  21. Readings (e.g. literature/ 	 1					     1
		        Poetry) 	
		  22. Art Exhibition (e.g. 		 1	
		        paintings, sculpture, 
		        photographs, multi-media)		
		  23. Arts-related programme 	 1					     1
		        (e.g. a review programme, 
		        an arts documentary etc.)	
		  24. Other please specify	 1					     1
		  25. None of these		  1					     1
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Q10 Reading
Which of the following your have read for pleasure within the last 12 months?

										MUL          TICODE

	 1. Work of fiction, novel, story or play						      1
	 2. Poetry									         1
	 3. Biography or autobiography							      1
	 4. Non-fiction/factual relating to the arts 					     1
	    (e.g. a book about theatre, architecture, 
	    music etc.) (not newspapers or magazines) 	
	 5. Other non-fiction/factual (not newspapers or magazines)			   1
	 6. Other									         1
	 7. None of the above								        1

Section 3  Purchasing Behaviour and the Arts

The next couple of questions relate to your purchasing behaviour, i.e. they relate to items that you 
may have bought and paid for. 

Q11 (a) Which, if any of the items on this list do you buy or have you ever bought?
	   Show Card E

Q11. (b) How often would you buy XXXX?
	   Call out categories: regularly; occasionally
	   Ask for each category ticked under Q11 (a) 

Q11. (c) Of those XXXX, how many would be the work of living Irish Artists?
	   Call out categories: all; some; none
	   Ask for each category ticked under Q11 (b) 
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							       Q11b 				    Q11c
						             How often 		        Irish Artists
						          would you buy?	

				        Q11a  Regularly  Occasionally  Don’t   All  Some  None Don’t
				         buys			          know 	                         know

Buying CDs, cassettes, 
downloads etc. – for listening 								     

1. Classical music concert or 
    recital (e.g. orchestral, choral 
     or chamber)	
2. Opera	
3. Jazz/Blues music
4. Rock or popular music
5. Traditional Irish or Folk music
6. Country & Western music
7. World music	
8. Other music 	
9. Comedy	
10. Spoken word (e.g. poetry, 
      stories or book) 
11. Other art performance 
      purchased for listening	

Buying Books for Pleasure
								      
12. Work of fiction, novel, 
       story or play
13. Poetry
14. Biography or autobiography
15. Non-fiction/factual relating 
      to the arts (e.g. book about 
      theatre, architecture, music etc.)
      (not newspapers or magazines)
16. Other non-fiction/factual 
      (not newspapers or magazines)
17. Other reading
								      
Buying Videos, DVDs, downloads etc. 
– for watching 	
							     
18. Film/TV drama
19. Rock or Popular music
20. Classical music concert or recital 
      (e.g. orchestral, choral or chamber)
21. Opera/Dance
22. Other arts related (e.g. TV series, 
      stand-up comedy, other music etc.)
23. Original works of art (e.g. paintings, 
       drawings, sculpture, photographs, 
       original prints)
24. None of the above				    		
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Q12 In the past 12 months, have you downloaded material relating to the arts 
        (e.g. music, a film or spoken word).

										SINGLE           CODE
	
	R egularly									         1
	O ccasionally									         2
	N ever										          3
	D on’t know/Can’t remember							       99

 

Section 4 Participation in the Arts

The next questions move on to dealing with people’s participation in arts activities. By participation, 
we mean activities in which you take part, as opposed to just attend as part of the audience. 

Q13 (a) In the past 12 months, have you taken part in any of the following activities? 
             [Show Card F]

Q13 (b) Are you a member of a club/society/group for XXXX or have you attended 	
	  any educational courses/classes in this area in the past 12 months? 
	  To be asked for all activities ticked under Q13 (a)
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					     13 (a) taken part	 13 (b) Member of Club/Group
				     	 in past 12 months	 or Participation in Class or Course 	
								                    – past 12 months

1. Clubbing/disco dancing			   1				    1
2. Set dancing					     1				    1
3. Other Irish traditional/folk dancing		  1				    1
4. Other dancing [not fitness class]		  1				    1
5. Sing in a choir					    1				    1
6. Other singing to an audience or 
    rehearsing [not karaoke]			   1				    1
7. Play a musical instrument to an 
    audience or rehearsing			   1				    1
8. Play a musical instrument for 
    your own pleasure				    1				    1
9. Writing any music				    1				    1
10. Performing or rehearsing 			   1				    1
      in play/drama
11. Performing or rehearsing in opera		  1				    1
12. Performing or rehearsing in light 
      opera or musical 				    1				    1
13. Helping with running arts event 
      or organisation				    1				    1
14. Painting / drawing / sculpture			  1				    1
15. Photography as an artistic activity		  1				    1
      [not family or holidays]	
16. Making films or videos as an artistic activity 	 1				    1
      [not family or holidays]	
17. Making artworks or animation on 		  1				    1
      a computer				  
18. Writing (e.g. poetry, stories or plays)		  1				    1
19. Other					     1				    1
20. Don’t know					     1				    1
21. None of the above				    1				    1

 

Section 5 Difficulties and Barriers in Attending Arts Activities

Q14 (a) Do you have any difficulties in attending or taking part in those arts 
  	  activities which interest you?’

							SINGLE        CODE	

	Y es 							       1	 go to Q16(b)
	N o							       2	 go to Q17
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Q14 (b) If Yes, what sort of difficulties do you have?’
	 (No show card – probe to pre-code)

										              MULTICODE 
										          (no more than 3)

	H ealth issues									         1
	A ccess to building								        2
	C an’t afford - cost								        3
	F amily commitments								        4
	O ther commitments								        5
	 Transport difficulties								        6
	F ear of going out in the evening						      7
	 Too far away/inconvenient							       8
	N obody to go with								        9
	I nadequate information on event						      10
	N ot very interested in these kinds of things					     11
	I  might feel uncomfortable or out of place					     12
	D ifficult to find time								        13
	O ther SPECIFY									         14

 

Section 6 Getting Information about Arts Activities

This section asks a couple of questions about where you find out about arts events and activities.

Q15 How do you usually find out about the arts activities you are interested in?
        [Show Card G] Multicode no more than 3

										              MULTICODE 
										          (no more than 3)

	 Television									         1
	R adio (national)								        2
	R adio (local)									         3
	N ewspapers national								        4
	N ewspapers local								        5
	M ailing list (post)								        6
	M ailing list (e-mail)								        7
	W ord of mouth									        8
	 Poster/Billboard/Noticeboard							       9
	E vents Guide									         10
	F lyer/leaflet									         11
	I nternet									         12
	 Teletext										         13
	 Text message (SMS)								        14
	O ther, SPECIFY									        15
	N one of the above								        16
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Q16 How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the availability of information 
        about arts events and activities?

										SINGLE           CODE

	V ery Satisfied									         1
	S atisfied									         2
	N either satisfied nor dissatisfied 						      3
	D issatisfied									         4
	V ery Dissatisfied								        5
	D on’t Know									         99

Section 7 Attitudes and Awareness about the Arts   

We are now moving towards the end of the survey and I would like to ask you a number of questions 
relating to your opinions on the arts and how they fit into our lives.

Q17 I am going to read out some statements about the arts. For each one, please 
        tell me which of the following applies. Show Card H 

		                                      Strongly       Agree       Neither      Disagree      Strongly        Don’t
				                agree                          agree	                  disagree        Know
							                nor
							            disagree

1. Arts education in schools 
    (e.g. dance, drama, music etc) 
     is as important as science education
2. Arts activity helps to bring visitors 
    and tourists to Ireland
3. The arts have become more available 
    in the past 10 years
4. Family support and interest is the 
    most important factor for a person to 
    develop an interest in the arts	
5. As much importance should be given 
    to providing arts amenities as is given 
    to providing sports amenities	
6. Lack of arts education at school is a 
    significant obstacle to developing an 
    interest in the arts
7. Today’s arts and artists are as important 
    to our society as the legacy of the arts 
    and artists of the past	
8. I am interested in the arts (e.g. music, 
    dancing, reading for pleasure etc.)
9. The arts play an important and 
     valuable role in a modern society 
     such as Ireland 
10. The arts from different cultures give 
      us an insight into the lives of people 
      from different cultures
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11. The current level of spending on the 
      arts should be maintained even in 
      times of economic recession.	
12. In the context of the current economic 
       environment, government spending on the 
       arts should be increased (even if that means 
       a cut or a smaller increase elsewhere in 
       government spending)
13.  Spending on the arts by your local authority 
       (i.e. city or county council) should be increased 
       (even if this means a cut or a smaller increase 
       elsewhere in local authority spending)

Q18 I now want to show you the amounts of money that the government is spending 
on a range of organisations and services. These are the approximate amounts 
spent for every adult Irish person for the normal ongoing work of a number of 
organisations and areas in 2006. Show Card I

Read out: Government spending on arts and culture goes to organisations like the 
National Museum, the National Concert Hall, the Arts Council, the Film Board and 
on venues and events around the country, e.g. via the local authorities. 

In the context of overall government spending, do you feel the budget for arts and culture is:

										SINGLE           CODE

	 Too high and should be decreased						      1
	A bout right									         2
	 Too low and should be increased						      3

Q19 If you could choose where to allocate government spending on the Arts, 
       which of the following would be the two most important priorities for you?
       Show Card J

								        1st Choice	 2nd Choice

National organisations and events such as Abbey Theatre,	         1	                     1
Galway Arts Festival, Wexford Festival Opera, Siamsa Tíre
New and experimental work in the Arts (e.g. new 	    	         2	                     2
developments in the arts) 
Professional arts groups and venues operating at local    	         3		          3
and regional level
Arts works and arts events in the Irish Language 		          4		          4
The work of individual professional arts such as 		          5		          5
writers, painters, composers
Arts programmes and facilities dedicated to working for    	         6		          6
and with children and young people				  
Arts programmes directed at areas of social disadvantage	         7	                     7
Local amateur and community-based arts activity	                     8	                     8
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Q20 Are you aware that your local authority (i.e. city or county council) 
        employs a specialist officer for the Arts?

										SINGLE           CODE

	Y es										          1
	N o										          2
	D on’t know									         99

 

Q21 Arts centres are publicly funded, dedicated spaces for use for arts events 
        and performance. There are a number of arts centres located around 
        the country.  Do you know of an Arts centre near you?

										SINGLE           CODE

	Y es, please name 								        1

	
	
	N o										          2
	D on’t know									         99

Just before we finish, can I ask you a few background questions? We are asking 
these questions purely for classification purposes. 

A. Location (interviewer to record)

										SINGLE           CODE

Urban or Suburban – Population over 50,000 people 				    1
(List: Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway, Waterford cities and suburbs
– including towns that have become part of these urban areas – 
but not towns close by that are commuter towns)
	
Large town (or its suburbs) – Population approx between 			   2
10,000 and 50,000 people 
(List: Carlow, Naas, Celbridge, Newbridge, Maynooth, Kilkenny, 
Portlaoise, Dundalk, Drogheda, Navan, Tullamore, Athlone, Mullingar, 
Wexford, Bray, Greystones, Arklow, Wicklow, Ennis, Shannon, Cobh, 
Carrigaline, Mallow, Tralee, Killarney, Clonmel, Ballina (Mayo), Castlebar, 
Sligo, Letterkenny)
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Town (or its suburbs) – Population between 					     3
1,500 and 10,000 people

Rural – Population below 1,500 people or open countryside			   4

B. What is your ethnic or cultural background?

										SINGLE           CODE

White – Irish, Irish Traveller, Other white background					     1

Black or Black Irish – African, Any other black background				    2

Asian or Asian Irish – Chinese, Other Asian						      3

Other, including mixed background							       4

C. The final question is about your household income.

By household, we mean the unit you are part of for income purposes. So, if you are part of a family 
or couple living together, this is the total income of the household members. If you share your 
accommodation with a group of unrelated people, then it is just your own income. If you live alone, 
then it is your own income.

What was your total annual household income for 2005 (including income from 
all sources)? Show Card K

										SINGLE           CODE

		B  elow €15,000							       1
		B  etween €15,000 and €29,999					     2
		B  etween €30,000 and €44,999					     3
		B  etween €45,000 and €59,999					     4
		B  etween €60,000 and €74,999					     5
	 	 €75,000 and over							       6
		R  efused								        99

THANK RESPONDENT, COMPLETE CLASSIFICATION & CLOSE.
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Show Card A

Group A
A play
Opera
Musical
Variety show/pantomime
Stand-up comedy
Circus
Open air street theatre/spectacle

Group B
Mainstream Film
Art-house Film

Group C
Contemporary Dance
Ballet
Traditional/Folk Dance
Other dance performance

Group D
Classical music concert or recital 
  (e.g. orchestral, choral or chamber)
Jazz/Blues music
Rock or popular music
Traditional Irish or Folk music
Country & Western music
World music
Other live music performance

Group E
Readings (e.g. literature/poetry)
Art Exhibition (e.g. paintings, sculpture, 
  photographs, multi-media)

Other - please specify

Show Card B

Cinema	
Church	
Concert Hall/Opera House	
School Hall	
Town Hall	
Community Centre	
Art gallery	
Theatre	
Other dedicated music/arts venue (e.g. Vicar Street in Dublin)	
Library	
Open Air Venue	
Pub/Hotel	
Other	
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Show Card C

Television
Radio
Cassette player
CD player
Record player
Video recorder
DVD player
Digital music player 
  (e.g. mp3 player or ipod)
Mini disc player
Games console
Computer
Internet using dial up
Internet using broadband
Mobile phone or other mobile 
  communication device (e.g. PDA etc)
Other
 

Show Card D
			                  9 (a) Watched – on any media          9 (b) Listened to – on any media
			               (e.g. television, dvd, internet etc.)     (e.g. radio, cassette player, internet etc.)

Group A		
A Play		
Opera		
Musical		
Variety show/pantomime		
Stand-up Comedy		
Circus		
Open air street theatre/spectacle		
		
Group B		
Mainstream Film		
Art-house Film		
		
Group C		
Contemporary Dance		
Ballet		
Traditional/Folk Dance		
Other dance performance		
		
Group D		
Classical music concert or recital 
(e.g. orchestral, choral or chamber)		
Jazz/Blues music		
Rock or popular music		
Traditional Irish or Folk music		
Country & Western music		
World music		
Other live music performance		
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Group E		
Readings (e.g. literature/Poetry) 		
Art Exhibition (e.g. paintings, sculpture, 
photographs, multi-media)	
Arts-related programme (e.g. a 
  review programme, an arts documentary etc.)		
Other please specify	
	

Show Card E

Buying CDs, cassettes, downloads etc. – for listening 

Classical music concert or recital (e.g. orchestral, choral or chamber)
Opera
Jazz/Blues music
Rock or popular music
Traditional Irish or Folk music
Country & Western music
World music
Other music 
Comedy
Spoken word (e.g. poetry, stories or book) 
Other art performance purchased for listening

Buying Books for Pleasure

Work of fiction, novel, story or play
Poetry
Biography or autobiography
Non-fiction/factual relating to the arts (e.g. book about 
theatre, architecture, music etc.)(not newspapers or magazines) 
Other non-fiction/factual (not newspapers or magazines)
Other Books

Buying Videos, DVDs, downloads etc. – for watching 

Film/TV drama
Rock or Popular music
Classical music concert or recital (e.g. orchestral, choral or chamber)
Other arts related (e.g. TV series, stand-up comedy etc.)

Original works of art (e.g. paintings, drawings, sculpture, photographs, 
original prints)

 
Show Card F 

Clubbing/disco dancing
Set dancing
Other Irish traditional/folk dancing
Other dancing [not fitness class]
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Sing in a choir
Other singing to an audience or rehearsing [not karaoke]
Play a musical instrument to an audience or rehearsing
Play a musical instrument for your own pleasure
Writing any music
Performing or rehearse in play/drama
Performing or rehearse in opera
Performing or rehearse in light opera or musical 
Helping with running arts event or organisation
Painting / drawing / sculpture
Photography as an artistic activity [not family or holidays]
Making films or videos as an artistic activity [not family or holidays]
Making artworks or animation on a computer
Writing (e.g. poetry, stories or plays)
Other 

Show Card G

Television	
Radio (national)	
Radio (local)	
Newspapers national	
Newspapers local	
Mailing list (post)	
Mailing list (e-mail)	
Word of mouth	
Poster/Billboard/Noticeboard	
Events Guide	
Flyer/leaflet	
Internet	
Text message (SMS)	
Other	
 

Show Card H

Category				C    ode
	
Strongly agree				       1
Agree					        2
Neither agree nor disagree		     3
Disagree				       4
Strongly disagree			      5
Don’t Know				       6
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Show Card I	

Health Service Executive					     €3,500
Primary Education						        €720
International Co-operation and Overseas Aid		    	 €180
Prison Service						        	 €100
Arts and Culture						         €44
IDA Ireland							           €41
Sports related spending					         €31
Courts Service						          	     €24
BIM 					           			       €13

 
Show Card J	

National organisations and events such as Abbey Theatre, Galway Arts 
Festival, Wexford Festival Opera, Siamsa Tíre

New and experimental work in the Arts (e.g. new 
  developments in the arts)

Professional arts groups and venues operating at local and regional level

Arts works and arts events in the Irish Language

The work of individual professional arts such as writers, 
  painters, composers

Arts programmes and facilities dedicated to working for and with 
  children and young people

Arts programmes directed at areas of social disadvantage

Local amateur and community-based arts activity

 
Show Card K

Tell the interviewer the letter for your household income category

	A  	B elow €15,000
	B  	B etween €15,000 and €29,999
	C  	B etween €30,000 and €44,999
	D   	B etween €45,000 and €59,999
	E   	B etween €60,000 and €74,999
	F  		    €75,000 and over



151Hibernian Consulting, December 2006

The Public and the Arts 2006



152          

The Public and the Arts 2006





70 Cearnóg Mhuirfean,  
Baile Átha Cliath 2, Éire

t +353 1 618 0200   
f +353 1 676 1302  
Callsave 1850 392 492

e  info@artscouncil.ie
w www.artscouncil.ie

70 Merrion Square,  
Dublin 2, Ireland

Published December 2006 ISBN 1-904291-27-9 
ISBN [from 1 January 2007]:  978-1-904291-27-9

The Arts Council/ An Chomhairle Ealaíon




